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Trapping season will be well 
underway for many by the 
time they receive this issue. 

Remember to be safe, have fun, 
and take a camera (or a cell phone 
with a camera) and take pictures. 
Not only is this a prefect way to 
immortalize or at least remember 
the 2019-2020 trapping season, 
but it also allows you to enter the 
Photo Contest at the 2020 Ren-
dezvous. Regardless of what type 
of camera is used, just make sure 
that your pictures are of the high-
est quality possible. When com-
posing your images, remember to 
show zero to little blood, have the 
animal and people fully visible in 
the frame (no one likes to see an 
animal or person with limbs out of 
frame) and that the animals were 
treated humanely.
 Take some shots with the cam-
era/phone horizontal (landscape) 
and then some with it vertical (por-
trait). Look for distracting objects 
like tree limbs or wires growing 
out of the subject’s head and body 
and remember to shoot from multi-
ple angles (high, low, from the left, 

then from the right, etc.)
 While I’m on the subject of 
taking trapline pictures, let me 
also put out this remember - just 
because you can, doesn’t mean 
you should. Whilst there is a lot of 
truth to this statement, it especially 
rings true when it comes to posting 
images to social media. It’s pretty 
safe to say that images posted to 
social media have done more to 
hurt trapping than they have to 
promote it.
 By no means, does this mean 
I don’t feel individuals shouldn’t 
take and post pictures. Rather, I’m 
advocating to post images that are 
either trapping positive or at least 
trapping neutral. Before posting 
any images, think about how any-
one opposed to trapping may think 
about them. 
 Thinking of images I’ve seen, 
ask yourself if the image be 
viewed as if the animal was in 
distress. Does it clearly show the 
trap on the animal and if so, does 
it show an injury? Is there blood in 
the image and if so, is there a lot 
of it?

 There are a lot of images we 
see that as trappers, we know 
the truth about. But for those who 
don’t know, ask what stories will 
they make up to go with the im-
age?
 While many of us may enjoy 
seeing trapping images, I recom-
mend staying away from posting 
trophy shots, large accumulations 
of animals, and skinning at a 
minimum. And don’t think that just 
because you’re posting in a “pri-
vate” group that the image is safe.
 There are quite a few pro-
grams these days that allow 
anyone to save what is being 
displayed on their phone or com-
puter screen and used elsewhere. 
Which reminds me, don’t think 
that posting a video is any safer 
either, it isn’t. In fact, one of the 
new operating systems has a built 
in feature that allows you to record 
video as you’re watching!
 When it comes to social me-
dia, the old adage that an ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound of 
cure still rings true. Regardless if 
you’re posting to Facebook, You-
Tube, Twitter, Instagram, Snap-
chat, Pinterest, Tumblr, Google+, 
Reddit, or any other social media 
site just think about how the image 
may be used to help or hurt trap-
ping.

From the editor
Eric Arnold
PO Box 357
Sharon Center, OH 44274
editor@furtakermagazine.com   (330) 350-2161
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YOU COULD WIN!
Just find the
     FOX!
Hidden somewhere
in this issue is a fox just like this one, 
only he’s a lot smaller. If you find 
it, put your name, address, phone 
number & page number it’s on in an 
e-mail (editor@furtakermagazine.com) 
or on a postcard or letter, and send it 
to The Fur Taker, PO Box 357, Sharon 
Center, OH 44274. If your card is 
drawn, contact any of the donors listed 
below and claim your prize.

This Month’s Fox Finder is
Carl Burchett

of Deputy, IN
Nice work! Select the dealer 

from the list and contact 
them to claim your prize! 

The fox was hiding on page 
9 in the September issue.

Find The Fox Donors:
Scott Phillips NW Pred. & Wildlife 
Control (3856 Shunn Rd, Vale, OR 97918) 
(719) 250-8443 - any 1 oz. lure

Mark June’s Lures (7446 FM775, 
Lavernia, TX 78121) - any 1 oz. lure

Fur Country Lure (PO Box 312, 
Lusk, WY 8225) - 1 bottle of lure

Dave Plueger Maquoketa River Lures 
(17453 130th Ave, Monticello, IA 52310) - 
1 oz. lure
Rob Robinson SILVER TONE CALLS 
(534 Shipping View Dr., Freeland, WA 
98249 mrjrrobin@gmail.com) Friction tur-
key call slate/glass or alum/glass w/ striker

Shane Claeys Papio Creek Trapping 
Supply (18758 County Rd 14, Blair, NE 
68008 www.papiocreektrappingsupply.
com) Any 8 oz. jar of our bait.

Jeff Dunnier 5286 Harris Lake Rd, 
Marshall, TX 75672 - one copy of Beaver 
Business Book (903) 935-3561

Keg Creek Baits and Lures 1-2 
oz. bottle of lure, www.kegcreekbaitslures.
com (712) 366-1356
WCT Group, Inc. (PO Box 357, 
Sharon Center, OH 44272 or findthefox@
wctmagazine.com) - 1 Print Subscription 
to W.C.T. Magazine or 1 W.C.T. DVD.

FTA Caps - Contact Charles Davis

to the editor

Dear Editor:
Congratulations on putting out 
such a great magazine. I feel FTA 
has a tremendous stable of writers 
and contributors that give it a nice 
consistency throughout the year. 
Your efforts on coordinating all this 
material is appreciated. I know it’s 
a lot of work.
 I currently live in Pennsylvania, 
but for 35 years was a Trapper 
Ed instructor in New York state. 
And NY does have a trapping 
component included in their 
Hunter Ed program. It’s only 
about 30 minutes, unless the 
instructor wants to devote more 
time to it, but it is in the syllabus. 
I was asked on several occasions 
by different instructors to give a 
trapping overview to their classes. 
The classes were always very 
attentive, and it was a good way 
to make them aware of trappers 
possibly being in the same areas 
they were hunting.
 I can also relate to your 
mention of people concerned 
their children would get caught in 
traps. I remember one landowner 
in particular where I asked 

permission to trap his pond for 
muskrats. Even though I said I 
wouldn’t be trapping until late 
November/early December, 
and there might even be ice by 
that time, he was afraid that his 
grandkids might get caught, so 
I didn’t get permission. The next 
August I got a call from him asking 
me to come trap the ‘rats as soon 
as possible because while he was 
mowing around the pond on his 
tractor one of the wheels went 
through a tunnel the muskrats had 
burrowed up into the bank and he 
almost went over with the tractor 
on top of him. Whenever people 
have a conflict with animals, they 
want them out, now! Anyway, I 
told him I would be glad to do it 
when the season opened if he 
was willing to wait. Otherwise he’d 
have to pay a nuisance trapper 
to take them out. He waited 
and I wound up trapping there 
many years …. and no adverse 
incidents that he was initially 
concerned about.
 Yours in trapping,
 Jerry L., PA.
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This time of year has the 
cottonwoods in my area 
dancing with new color; 

the bright yellow leaves begin to 
rustle. The Cheyenne called the 
cottonwood “Talking Trees,” and 
those trees are certainly chatting 
now. The doves are flocked in 
preparation for their migration, 
and the mornings remind me that I 
will be needing a jacket to go out. 
We are on the cusp, or the early 
stages, of the fur harvest. Most of 
the northern tier states will be busy 
as this magazine arrives; by now, 
fur sheds are alive, traps are in 
the field, and wrists and backs are 
sore from tugging fur and pushing 
a fleshing beam. Our time has 
come.
 The people who would put an 
end to trapping are also passion-

ate, motivated, and persistent. 
They operate in the same sense 
of personal dedication as we do. 
They believe in their cause much 
like we believe in ours … much 
like a Baptist, or Methodist, or 
Catholic does; or like the coach of 
a competitive team, or a family be-
lieves in their family mission. They 
do not rest as a result; we cannot 
rest either.
 Those who believe in animal 
rights to an excess, those who 
believe that no animal should die 
by human hands, evolve. When 
they try the courts, it will work for 
a while, and then diminish. They 
adapt and go to the Ballot Initiative 
process, until it diminishes. They 
use friendly senators to legislate 
their agenda. They lean on DNR 
directors. Today, the new target in 

several western states 
is to do away with 
Game Commissions 
entirely; or at least 
remove the folks who 
traditionally run those 
programs. If that fails, 
they find ways to cir-
cumvent the science 
and data they are 
hired to produce.
 As we speak, Col-
orado, Connecticut, 
New Mexico, Califor-
nia, and several oth-
ers are seeing direct, 
persistent action to 
end trapping as we 
know it. California 
has perhaps been the 
most successful and 
touts itself as the mod-
el for others. What 
might best be de-
scribed as the strategy 

would be “Political maneuvering.” 
Science, data, and the fact that 
traditional harvest management 
has obviously successfully pro-
duced abundant wildlife are not 
part of the discussion. 
 We have, I’m sorry to say, 
multiple examples, but New Mex-
ico is maybe more obvious than 
some. The process allows for the 
rules of harvest of wildlife to be 
reviewed on a regular schedule. 
Since trapping regulations are up 
for discussion in New Mexico this 
year, the animal rights folks in New 
Mexico are insisting that there 
be no trapping of Mountain Lion. 
(There are more anti trapping ini-
tiatives, but let’s focus on this one 
for a moment.) As is the case with 
public processes, there were sev-
eral meetings statewide to allow 
for public input. In those meetings, 
trappers pointed out that the lion 
population is scientifically proven 
as stable or increasing; that the 
lion population is not at risk; that 
incidents of livestock damage, and 
human risk, will surely increase if 
populations are not managed. 
 The folks holding the meetings 
for the Fish & Wildlife are put into 
a very tough position. Their job 
is to explain the intent of such a 
restriction, and to allow for public 
input … to listen and answer ques-
tions. The one question trappers 
asked over and over was, “What 
data, what science supports the 
stopping of the trapping of lion in 
New Mexico?” And of course, the 
answer, carefully worded, has to 
be that there is no science to sup-
port ending lion trapping in New 
Mexico. It is a tough spot for peo-
ple who spent their careers gath-
ering data and collecting facts. But 
the office of the Game and Fish 
is no longer driven by data and 
science. If the anti harvest crowd 
succeeds, data will not be needed; 
just political maneuvering.
 So, what do we do? We re-
spond by contacting senators, fish 

President’s rePort
Dave Hastings
6 Shady Acres, Lemoyne, NE 69146
(308) 355-2439   dhastings@furtakersofamerica.com

•  I have over 40 years of trapping 
experience.

•  Original Bill Nelson Formulas

•  Trapping experience in four states.

Check out our website:

www.kegcreekbaits-lures.com

Marty Smith
712-366-1356

Keg Creek Baits & Lures
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FTA COMMITTEES 2019
ADVENTURE AUCTION COMMITTEE:
Robert Waddell, Chair; Doug McKenzie

BUDGET COMMITTEE:
Ed Kelly, Chair; Thad Sickels
CONVENTION COMMITTEE:

Jim Mahoney/Patty Lowe, Co-Chairs; Charlie Masheck, 
John Borror, Ed Grillot

EDUCATION COMMITTEE:
Dan Schweisthal, Chair; Mike Marchewka, Jeff Dunnier, 

Dan Gates, Doug McKenzie
ETHICS COMMITTEE:

Gary Jepson, Chair; Ben Harper, Ron Peters, 
Lee Steinmeyer

FINANCIAL REVIEW COMMITTEE:
Ed Kelly, Chair; Scott Silke, Thad Sickels

FTA CAROL KRUMWIEDE TRAPPER EDUCATION 
GRANT COMMITTEE:

Louie Krumwiede, Chair; Dan Schweisthal, 
Lee Steinmeyer; Pat Sprague
FTA COLLEGE COMMITTEE:

Todd Lang, Chair; Gary Jepson, Dave Hastings, Doug 
McKenzie, Mike Mazur, EJ Kelley, Kevin Echterling

FTA/NTA ALLIANCE REPRESENTATIVE 
COMMITTEE:

Rick Schoonover, Chair; Jeff Dunnier
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE:

Dan Gates, Chair; Jeff Dunnier, Ron Peters, Doug 
McKenzie

FURBEARER RESEARCH GRANT COMMITTEE:
Doug McKenzie, Chair; Dan Schweisthal, Robert 

Colona, Jason Wisnieski, Mike Sells
IMPROVEMENT OF TRAPPING DEVICES & BMP:
Gary Jepson, Chair; Charles Andres, Dave Hastings, 

Thad Sickels
MERCHANDISE COMMITTEE:

Charles Davis, Chair; Dave Dykes
MINUTES REVIEW COMMITTEE:

Ed Kelley/Dan Schweisthal, Co-Chairs; (Ad hoc 
members may be appointed at any time necessary)

NATIONAL AWARDS COMMITTEE:
Charlie Masheck, Chair; Charles Davis, Ron Peters, 

Gary Jepson, Louie Krumwiede
NOMINATING COMMITTEE:

Cory Van Driel, Chair; Dean Mitchell, Mike Halonen
PRO-ACTIVE ACTION COMMITTEE:

Charlie Masheck, Chair; Ron Peters, Jeff Dunnier,
John Borror, Roy Greenfield

PROMOTIONAL COMMITTEE:
Charlie Masheck, Chair; Justin Jett, Charles Davis,

Jeff Dunnier, Dan Gates
RULES COMMITTEE:

Robert Wilson, Chair; Ron Peters
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE:

Cory Van Driel, Chair, Brian MacGowan, 
Ron Peters, Loray Hastings

TRAPPING IN SCHOOLS COMMITTEE:
Dave Eckels, Chair; Dave Hastings, Dan Schweisthal, 

Bryce Larson, Robin Wheelus, Curtis Twellmann, 
Harvey Dickens, Amber Sampson

WEBSITE: COMMITTEE
Dave Eckels, Chair; Dave Hastings, Patty Lowe, 

Charlie Masheck
YOUTH OUTREACH COMMITTEE:

Eric Kindsfater, Chair, J.C. Saillard, Wendell Shiffler, 
Todd Lang, Jace Lang, Miles Lang, Mike Gregory, 

Mark Hajny, Anton Kaska, Justin Bartling

and wildlife commissions, gov-
ernors … whoever is the target 
and encourage them to consider 
fact and science. We have to 
help by reacting, and maybe 
even “hold their feet to the fire” 
on the issues, but “fire” is com-
plicated.
 To fight a fire, fire is some-
times used, but more often, 
water is a better choice. An even 
better choice is to practice future 
fire abatement and prevention. 
How do we do this?
 I believe that the animal 
rights folks succeed most often 
because the public, being far 
divorced from the land, from 
agriculture, and from wildlife in 
general, simply either doesn’t 
know or care that science is be-
ing ignored. The animal rights 
folks have succeeded in telling 
the story. I would guess that 
many Americans would put the 
word “trap” in the same list as 
the word “cruel” if asked. Sci-
ence, fact, data, logic … those 
don’t matter if the public whim 
can be captured and focused for 
a particular mission.
 It is time.
 So once again, I return to the 
mantra: we must get out in front 
of this concerted effort to con-
vince people that management 
is evil; that trapping and hunting 
are cold, malevolent acts; that if 
we care about animals, we must 
end these endeavors. If trappers 
accomplish nothing else in the 
next few years, I will say that 
being dedicated to this mission, 
telling our story, is “job one.”
 This will take leadership. 
It will take money. It will take 
sacrifice. And it will require 
the help of every person in the 
country who values the North 
American Model for Wildlife 
Management. 
 Complacency now will cer-
tainly result in this outcome: 
Our grandchildren will not be 

allowed to hunt, fish, and trap. 
They will not participate in the 
extremely successful methods 
of wildlife management that we 
have all come to love and appre-
ciate.
 If this were compared to the 
onset of the American Revolu-
tion, the old North Church Tower 
would not have one lamp in 
the tower, or two … it would be 
wreathed in lamps. They anti’s 
are coming, and from all sides.
 Think of this as you are 
working the fleshing beam. 
Think of it as you drive between 
sets. And to misquote Kennedy, 
don’t ask what the trapping as-
sociations can do for you … ask 
what you can do for the associa-
tions … for us all.

* * * * *
 I do want to make an an-
nouncement about a recent 
development in the FTA—we 
have contracted with a “Cus-
tomer Service Representative” 
Becky Peters. Becky is thor-
ough, friendly, and dedicated 
to the cause, and will be doing 
double duty as her office of 
FTA Secretary will begin on 
January 1, 2020. Our plan is 
to have phone, mail, and email 
available to answer questions 
about FTA, to direct inquiries to 
the proper place, help folks with 
quick, friendly customer service. 
Please welcome her aboard! 

Top Lot 
Stretcher 

Co.
617 Orchard Rd

Worthington, 
MN 56187

Carrying all your pelt handling 
and stretcher needs.

(507) 360-6935 
www.toplotstretcherco.com
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Largest, most modern tanning facility in the Eastern U.S.

Quality tanning producing soft, supple leather and clean fur

Competitive pricing and turnaround

q
q

q

Contact us for a full color brochure with pricing and facility photos!
919-231-9933 . info@carolinafurdressing.com . carolinafurdressing.com 

Professionally tanning furs for over         years!39
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Wow, each year summer 
seems to fly by quicker 
and quicker. By the time 

you read this report, most of us 
will be either trapping or planning 
the line for the new season. It’s 
simply our time of year, and I for 
one can’t wait to get into it. During 
the season, there’s always the not 
enough time factor, and a lot of 
us get caught up in the matters at 
hand. It’s easy to do earlier than 
normal mornings, later nights in the 
fur shed. I always say that trappers 
are the only group that the harder 
we work, the more work we make 
for ourselves. With all of this going 
on, it’s easy to get disconnected 
with everything else happening 
around us. I just want to remind 
everyone to stay alert to anything 
that may be stirring in your 
state, and let’s not let all national 
awareness off the table until 
spring. If you hear of any political 
rumblings regarding trapping in 
your state, make sure you connect 
with us immediately.
 I should also mention that while 
you’re out there on the trapline, 
make sure you take a camera with 
you. Everyone always mentions 
taking a kid with you, I say take 
both the kid and the camera. For 
most of you, times are changing, 
and you already have a camera in 
the phone that is in your pocket. 
For the rest, just carry a small 
camera with you to make sure you 
get some tasteful shots to use in 
the FTA Photo contest next year at 
the convention. It seems early to 
remind everyone, but if you don’t 
get photos while you’re out there 
during the season, you won’t have 

any to enter. I have to go back to 
the word “tasteful.” For many of 
you, the photos you take may also 
end up on social media. My simple 
advice is to think before you post. 
Social media is a very powerful 
tool used by millions, that can be 
our best friend or worst enemy. 
Used as a tool to promote and 
distribute facts, there is no way 
to reach more people faster. This 
also works against us in the same 
fashion.
 I also want to give a shout 
out to all of the Chapters and 
Affiliates that we have across 
the country. This fall, I have seen 
lots of pictures of meets, mini 
rendezvous, etc. It’s great to see 
thousands of trappers gathering 
with one solid principal in mind. It 
is very humbling to see so many 
volunteers giving their time, and 
at many times their own money 

to all of these events. Many of 
these groups have found creative 
ways to support the FTA and 
our programs, grants, and other 
projects. We have some others 
working with creative ways to 
increase memberships. It’s an 
awesome opportunity to get 
to work with all of the creative 
thinking throughout the country. 
Sometimes, this is a thankless job, 
but I just want to add a sincere 
thanks to all of you who work so 
hard across the country for the 
betterment of trapping. I know I’m 
biased, but there’s not a better 
group of people anywhere. Have a 
great season!

General orGanizer
rePort
Dave Eckels
253 Lutes Rd, Finleyville, PA 15332
(724) 348-6721   dleckels@verizon.net
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coyote trapping, built rock solid to 
withstand the toughest conditions.
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Glen Ray Sterling of Hulett, 
Wyoming, March 3, 1942 - 
October 2, 2019

 Glen Sterling, 77 of Hulett, 
Wyoming, was born on March 
3, 1942 in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado to Joe and Dorothy 
(Austin) Sterling and he went 
home to be with his Lord, October 
2, 2019 surrounded by his loving 
family.
 Glen crammed many careers 
into his short life. He began 
bull riding while he was still in 
high school and rodeoed for 10 
years. In 1970, he settled down 
in Schuyler, Nebraska where 
he began trapping and making 
trophy saddles. He also invented 
the Sterling Trap while living in 
Nebraska and made and sold 
thousands over the years. In 
1986, he moved to South Dakota 
and began his career with the 
South Dakota Game and Fish 
Department where he stayed for 
30 years.
 In 2003, he met and married 
the love of his life, Connie Erie. 
After his retirement from the 
South Dakota Game and Fish 
Department, they moved to Hulett, 
WY, where he continued his fur 
trapping and hunting. He also 
began building airplanes. He has 
built and sold twelve to this date. 
All are still in service today around 
the country, as well as in Africa 
where a doctor uses it to fly to his 
patients in remote areas.
 Glen is survived by his wife, 
Connie; son, Glen Jr. “JR.” and 
his wife Sissy from Huron, SD; 
daughter, Audra Jedlicka and her 
husband Dale from Schuyler, NE; 
and stepdaughter, Tara Burnham 
and her husband Gerald from 
Cedar Rapids, IA; grandchildren, 
Clint Jedlicka and Ashley (Jarett) 

Andersen, Toby Sevyn, Brady 
(Karen) Andrews, Lacey (Dave) 
Rohe; great-grandchildren, Haley, 
Eli, Kasey, Maddie, Waylon, Halie, 
Dawson & Carson; and many 
numerous and wonderful nieces 
and nephews. Glen is preceded 
in death by his parents, Joe and 
Dorothy Sterling; sister, Ruth Noe 
from Weatherford, Texas; brothers, 
Duane Sterling from El Paso, 
Texas, and Larry Sterling from Hot 
Springs, Arkansas.Memorials have 
been established to benefit either 
the Hulett Senior Citizens Center 
or the Hulett Ambulance Service. 
 Our husband, father, 
grandfather, great-grandfather and 
brother will be greatly missed. The 
family wishes to give a special 
thank you to Lesa, Kim, and Heidi 
of Sharon’s Home Health Care.A 
Memorial Service will be held at 
10:30 AM on Saturday, October 
19, 2019, at the Greater Hulett 
Community Center in Hulett, 
Wyoming.Arrangements are 
under the care of Fidler-Roberts 

& Isburg Funeral Chapel of 
Sundance. Online condolences 
may be written at www.fidler-
isburgfuneralchapels.com.

 The loss of anyone we care 
about can be a tough blow, but 
when we lose someone like Glen, 
the loss is marked far and wide. 
Finding the words to address that 
loss is a tough job. Men like Glen 
leave a legacy behind, both in in 
what they accomplished, but more 
important, who they are.
 His quest for the best 
trap (meaning most reliable, 
practical, humane, efficient, and 
maintenance free) coupled with 
his lack of concern for cost or 
marketability, led him to the trap 
that defines high quality. And yes, 
you can buy cheaper, but you 
cannot buy better. Producing it free 
from issues like cost of production 
and price-point margins, he simply 
approached that the way he 
approached everything he did: he 
made it the best he could conceive 
and ignored all other input and 
complications.
  For decades of my involvement 
with the Trapping BMPs 
project, trap characteristics and 
performance became a very 
focused study, and most of the 
innovations that proved to be 
humane, practical, and efficient in 
that 40-million-dollar project were 
already incorporated into the MJ 
600, decades ahead of the BMP 
process.
 It is one thing to create 
something of remarkable quality, 
but another thing altogether to 
produce an airplane, and to do it 
so well and with such confidence 
that you get in it and fly it all over 
the country; which he did. As 
testimony to his character, he was 
not the least bit arrogant about 
his work, but at the same time, he 
did not give a second thought to 
testing his work at 5,000 feet. 
 Traps and airplanes, of 

in PassinG: Glen sterlinG
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course, were only a couple of the 
products Glen created. In all of his 
endeavors and careers, he simply 
excelled. Few coyote callers will 
ever compare to Glen’s ability to 
not only coax in the wily livestock 
killing coyote, but to take that killer 
out at distances that will boggle 
most riflemen. 
 That was, in fact, not just how 
he made and did things, it was how 
he lived. Whether he was making a 
saddle or riding a bull or making a 
friend, his focus and his passion for 
the best produced only one kind of 
outcome: the best. 
 Men like Glen are so 
straightforward that it only takes a 
couple of minutes to know exactly 
where they stand. He didn’t have a 
political bone in his body, and was 
not patient with anything but the 
plain and simple truth.
 The fact that the FTA 
recognized Glen with the Hall 
of Fame plaque so recently has 
doubled in its meaning; so glad 

Glen was with us to 
receive it.
 Glen will clearly 
live on in the hearts 
and minds of us 
who knew him; and 
certainly, so in the 
artful way he created 
things like his traps. 
And his innovations 
will last far beyond 
us all. Glen’s goal 
was never to be a 
person famous for 
inventing or creating 
something. He just 
wanted the best 
of himself. But the 
results have, and 
will, benefit us all for 
decades to come.
 We will miss him 
deeply. 
 Dave Hastings

2878 East Main Street, Columbus, OH 43209
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I met Albert when he attended 
the Fur Taker Trappers College. 
Albert hails from Spain where he 

was born and raised and had been 
trapping for 23 years. He arrived 
at the in Indianapolis airport in In-
diana and then proceeded to Tim 
Julien’s house. They had already 
established a good friendship 
through e-mail correspondence. 
Albert spoke English, but it left 
something to be desired. As we 
got acquainted, I found out he 
had very little knowledge of foot 
traps and absolutely none about 
firearms. The socialistic regimes 
of some of the EU countries have 
not only disallowed guns but have 
kept the citizens ignorant concern-
ing them. Based on the interview, 
Albert was placed into our class. 
Although he was very knowledge-
able about most furbearers, es-
pecially canines, due to his lack 
of experience with foot traps, we 
spent extra time with him on set 
construction.
 Albert was a very adept stu-
dent. It did not take very long for 

him to get the understanding of 
any ideas. After our lessons on 
set construction and discussion of 
traps, lure, etc., we went out to put 
in sets for real. As is normal at the 
college, we checked the sets we’d 
made the next day. Albert had the 
first set to have a catch, it was a 
‘coon.
 I drew my .22 Ruger revolver 
to dispatch the ‘coon and Albert 
ran for the pickup. Nobody under-

stood his action for doing so, but 
we waited for someone to go get 
him in case he wanted a picture 
with his catch. He came back but 
was very fearful. Later, he ex-
plained that he learned to speak 
English by watching old western 
movies and whenever they pulled 
a gun, somebody got shot. This 
shows how many who aren’t ex-
posed to guns, think they are only 
used to harm people and didn’t 
realize they were used to dispatch 
animals. 
 The second time he came to 
the college, his wife Carmen came 
along. Albert was once again in 
our group. We took a little time 
to allow them both to shoot a few 
rounds and gain some knowledge 
on gun handling. As I said earlier, 
Albert was a very good student 
and asked some questions that no 
one else would have thought of. 
His first concern when using any 
trap was not the function of the 
trap but rather whether or not the 
trap was legal. He was so regu-
lation conscious that it preceded 
all his other thoughts. His English 
had greatly improved, and he was 
much more relaxed about what he 
could or could not do. My assistant 
instructors and I were much better 
acquainted with him at this time.
 As it was, he was the only 
one in our group that smoked 
cigarettes. Everyone started giv-
ing Albert grief about this. It was 

suggested that he should not 
be smoking around his equip-
ment and surely not around his 
sets. Someone proposed that 
Copenhagen would be a good 
alternative to cigarettes while he 
was trapping. Prompted by this, 
Albert proceeded to take his first 
chew, but the results were not 
good. By the time he had spit it 
out, he was already feeling the 
effects. I don’t think he repeated 
on that deal.
 The fist animal Albert caught, 
a red fox, was at age fourteen. 
He has since extensively trapped 
wolves, jackals, fox, mink, ‘coon, 
and beaver. He has trapped in 
Spain, Portugal, France, Roma-
nia, Russia, Yugoslavia, South 

traPPers i have Known
(Past & Present)

by Gary Jepson

albert roura

Albert with a wolf captured with a foot 
snare.
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Africa, Germany, Austria, and the 
United States. His trapping has 
been done for predation control 
and for scientific studies. Albert 
proclaims that he has had to pass 
up a lot of very nice animals strict-
ly because it was not legal to trap 
for fur.
 His favorite trapping is for 
wolves. One of his projects in-
volved trapping wolves in Yugosla-
via for radio collar research. His 
observation is that they have very 
nice fur. The traps he has access 
to in the EU countries are dog 
proof traps, foot snares, and the 
Collarum®. The dog proof traps of 
course are mainly for ‘coon. The 
foot snares are a spring-loaded 
device with a base plate and pan 
that function very much like a foot 
trap except, instead of restraining 
the animal, they throw a snare 
around the animal’s foot to do so. 
The Collarum® is a species specif-
ic, live capture device for canines. 
When triggered, the Collarum® 
throws a secure, non-choking loop 
over a canine’s head and around 
the neck. Triggering the Collarum® 
requires a “bite and pull” response 
making it canine specific. The 
end of the trigger mechanism has 
a bait holder (bite-piece) mount-
ed on it that when a proper food 
based bait is applied, the target 
canine will bite and pull, activating 
the trigger system and launching 

the cable loop over the animal’s 
head with the result being similar 
to having a “dog on a leash.”
 In South Africa and the US of 
course, he used the same traps as 
everyone else does. Albert, while 
in the US, has paid a lot of atten-
tion to the function of trapper asso-
ciations, namely the Fur Takers of 
America. He has worked very hard 
to start a similar organization in 
the EU countries.
 He had gotten far enough to 
have a meeting with representa-
tives from several European coun-
tries. Tim Julien and Alan Huot at-
tended this meeting in an advisory 
position to help them get started. 
One of the goals of the association 
is to reinstate the use of foot traps 
and open the EU countries to fur 
trapping and private depredation 
control work. At this time, they 
have not accomplished their plans, 
but they seem to be making prog-
ress.
 Raccoon and mink are not na-
tive to Europe but have been re-
leased from captivity so often that 
they are now very numerous. If fur 
harvesting was legal, they would 
be a very good fur resource and 
as a result solve a lot of depreda-
tion problems. 
 Among furbearer species, 
red fox and muskrat abound ev-
erywhere as well as wolves. The 
wolves are limited to continental 
Europe but are, and have been, 
a serious depredation problem on 
livestock and big game where they 

occur. In the northern latitudes, 
sable, Siberian and Canadian 
lynx, and wolverine are also plen-
tiful. There seems to be support 
for depredation work, but people 
do not understand fur harvest as 
being beneficial to the animals as 
well as to the people.
 Albert does his trapping as a 
government employee and does 
a very good job. He recognizes 
that not being allowed to harvest 
fur is a waste of a valuable re-
source and damage control can be 
a great expense to the taxpayer. 
The ban on foot traps is a great 
hindrance to whomever is trying 
to take the animal. It would be the 
final goal of organized trappers in 
the EU countries to correct that 
situation. In countries where the 
mainstream citizenry has not been 
allowed to use wildlife, weapons, 
or traps for a very long time, this is 
quite a task. A lot of misinformation 
has to be overcome, and a lot of 
public reached out to, but if any-
one can do this, it would be Albert 
and his associates.
 Albert has overcome a number 
of obstacles including language 
barriers. Albert, I much appreciate 
working with you and knowing you. 
You have honed your trapping 
skills to a fine point as well as your 
ability to communicate with others, 
sometimes at a very high political 
level. Great job and keep going.
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I routinely have trappers ask 
how you decide where to trap 
in a faraway state and how do 

you do your scouting? Generally, 
I hear something word of mouth 
about a coyote population then I 
start looking into it. This is done in 
two ways.
 Generally, my first step is to 
contact local Game Wardens in 
a county by phone, asking about 
the coyote numbers and how 
much local trapping activity there 
is. My goal is to learn if there 
are any heavy hitters working 
the area (trappers catching large 

numbers) and how much aerial 
gunning (if any) Wildlife Services 
has done. Then I ask if there are 
any resident landowners suffering 
damage that the agent knows of 
that he can refer me to. I also ask 
if the state wildlife agency collects 
harvest information that is publicly 
available, I can review.
 Next, I start looking at a 
state Gazette or Atlas looking 
for any National Forest, National 
Grasslands, or BLM land in the 
area. This public land always 
helps the first year in a new area 
until enough permissions are 

acquired with private landowners. 
Most state wildlife agencies 
publish booklets showing private 
land open to sportsmen, these 
are utilized as well. I also use 
plat books that can be purchased 
at most county courthouses or 
Chamber of Commerce offices. 
These plat books show who owns 
each parcel of land in the county 
and generally list the phone 
numbers for these landowners if 
they reside in the county.
 The most valuable tool for 
me the last few years is the OnX 
Hunt app. This is a subscription-

based app, but it can be used 
on any smart phone, tablet, 
iPad, or computer. A Premium 
subscription, your choice of 
any single state, is $29.99 
a year or you can get the 
Elite, all 50 states, for $99 
for a year. This is a state or 
nationwide directory (based 
on choice of subscription) 
showing property boundaries, 
acreage, owner name 
and tax address, and your 
current location. You can add 
waypoints, mark locations, 
get weather forecasts, and 
much more. Also, maps can 
be downloaded to your device 
for areas without cellular 
service. Sometimes it may not 
be updated if a property has 
recently changed ownership, 
but that’s true for plat books as 
well. I use this app in multiple 
states, and it is worth every 
penny it costs!
 These plat books and 
the OnX Hunt app help me 
find ground without having to 
waste time with guided tours. 
I often run into situations with 
landowners where they forget 
to mention additional parcels 
that show up in the plat book 
or on the app. A quick phone 
call asking about it gains me 

one man’s Quest For 1,000 Coyotes: Pt. iii
 by Robert Waddell
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access. 
 I want to discuss something no 
one talks about, yet we all know 
to be true. Physical conditioning 
for the trapline is the single most 
important thing a lot of trappers 
fail to be prepared for. You can’t 
go from working at a computer 
terminal all day long to running up 
and down ditch banks 12-hours 
a day wearing hip boots or chest 
waders while carrying coon and 
beaver out without it taking a 
toll! Being physically prepared 
isn’t something that can be 
achieved in a short amount of 
time. Generally, it is a lifestyle 
for the most successful trappers. 
Trappers that work physically 
demanding jobs year-round like 
concrete work, trimming trees, 
or working construction are 
generally conditioned to this type 
of hard physical activity. Being 
able to physically deal with this 
continuous level of activity is very 
important for a trapper’s mental 
state as well. 
 Keeping a positive attitude and 
not being worn out makes it so 
much easier for a trapper to stay 
motivated and to push themselves 
the extra distance needed. When 
you think you just can’t go any 
more and want to quit, the mental 
drive to push yourself (being 
conditioned to it) to set just one 
more location is so important. 
These additional sets become 
what I consider exponential 
producers. I’m not talking about 
doing this just once in a while, 
this needs to be a mental effort 
that you practice daily! Don’t 
worry about the load of fur in 
the back of the truck, you have 
all night to skin. When a trapper 
finds themselves procrastinating 
and putting off setting traps until 
tomorrow and calling it a day, I 
believe it is generally a sign of not 
being in good enough physical 
condition for the trapline.
 I consulted with two Doctors 
and a Veterinarian who actively 
trap. In a nutshell, all three 
basically recommended the same 
thing. A healthy diet (stay away 
from sugar and fats) along with a 

physical conditioning program that 
was started (and maintained) at 
least 4-8 weeks prior to trapping 
season to be the most beneficial. 
While workouts with weights in a 
gym do have some value, cardio 
workouts have greater value. 
Swinging a mall splitting firewood, 
walking and running up inclines, 
anything to get the heart rate up 
and keeping it up for an extended 
amount of time daily will increase 
a trapper’s endurance and keep 
you in a more positive frame of 
mind.
 Keep in mind that everyone 
has different goals and values 
concerning their trapping 
experience. Achieving your 

personal goals is all that matters.
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Abraham Fur Co.
Since I sent in the article on 
Trapper’s Guide by Abraham Fur 
Co. of St. Louis, I have found one 
more they put out. This is titled 
Fur Facts for Trappers and was 
printed in 1916. It is paper back, 
green in color, and has a picture 
of a bear on the front. It is 8 1/2 x 
6 1/2 inches and has 32 pages.
 The first 12 pages are a 
history of the company, one 
brother buying fur in Illinois and 
the other in Germany before he 
came over here before 1900. They 
joined in buying in Illinois before 
moving to St. Louis. It has several 
pictures of their fur handling 
rooms and office space. There are 
a couple of pages describing the 
steel trap, Stop Thief, and Tree 
Trap. It also describes deadfalls 
and snares and has a half page 
about the animal lure they sold. 
Twelve pages are devoted to 
methods for every furbearer found 
in North America. These are 
mostly very good sets that are 
easy to understand.

 The center two pages have 
pictures of the Abraham Brothers 

and other department heads in the 
company. It lists trapping season 
and cost of license for every state 
and Canadian province. It is a 
very good trapper’s guide and 
contains a lot of history about the 

fur trade. It is well worth the $15 
to $20 a copy in good condition 
will cost.
 Recently, a friend in Montana 
found another Abraham Fur Co. 
Trapper’s Guide. While it’s not 
exactly a trapper’s guide, it does 
have a lot of useful information 
about how to handle fur.
 It was published in 1920 and 
is 4 x 5 1/2 inches and has 32 
pages. This has a soft tan colored 
cover and is titled The Trapper’s 
Manual. The first 12 pages talk 
about the different grades of fur 
and then there are five pages 
on skinning and stretching furs. 
These are followed by 10 pages 
listing the open season in each 
state along with a paragraph 
about the quality of fur and how 
well trappers in that state handle 
fur.
 It also has a page about the 
Abraham Smoke Pump and 
two pages about their lure. The 
information about skinning and 
stretching is as relevant now as it 
was - except fur stretching coons 
square. A copy in good condition 
will cost about $10 if you can find 
one.

traPPer’s Guides
by Darrell Medlock
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2019 Fta traPPers ColleGe
Photos by Justin Jett & eric Arnold

This September marked the 
40th Anniversary of the Fur 
Takers of America Trappers 

College. To help celebrate this sig-
nificant event, it seems only proper 
to discuss the college’s history 
many members may not be familiar 
with.
 The concept for the Trap-
pers College goes back to the 
late 1970s. Joe Tennyson, Major 
Boddicker, and several other FTA 
board members were looking for 
educational projects the FTA could 
provide. In 1978, Major Boddicker, 
who was the elected Conservation 
Director for the FTA, introduced 
the idea to the FTA’s Board for a 
college-credited trapper’s course, 
which would associate with uni-
versities around the country. The 
course would be taught by the 
FTA’s best trappers and moved 
each year to make it available to all 
FTA members and wildlife agency 
personnel. While there was some 
pushback on the idea, the majority 
of board members supported the 
proposal, which was then devel-
oped during the next couple of 
years. 
 The basic outline for the course 
came from the Trapping Rocky 
Mountain Furbearers book by Ma-
jor Boddicker, specifically Chapter 
6, pages 154 to 176.
 • Introduce and cover the ba-
sics in lecture programs
 • Follow up with professional 
demonstrations at trapping sites 
in the field with equipment. FTA 

Group 1

Group 2
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teaches all students how to trap at 
a professional level
 • Students then practice the 
demonstrated methods to make or 
simulate catches repeatedly, and 
are specifically critiqued on them
 • All aspects of trapping for fur 
or ADC are covered often several 
times including killing, skinning, fin-
ishing fur, marketing products, and 
handling as a small business
 • When students leave for 
home, the FTA knows they can 
arrive home and do every step, so 
gives them credentials they have 
earned – FTA’s certificates.
 The first Trappers College was 
held in Colorado in 1980 at Pine-
gree Park and was a joint effort of 
the Colorado Trappers Association 
and the Colorado State University. 
The college was taught by Marvin 
Miller, Marion Davie, Kelly Peter-
son, John Sollo, Keith Gregerson, 
Dick Hane and George Stewart. At-
tendees to the college included Joe 
Tennyson, Charlie Park, Jerry Joe 
Barnett, and others.
 Charlie Park volunteered to 
set up an eastern college in Indi-
ana. The original colleges were 
overseen by Major Boddicker and 
George Stewart who acted as both 
instructors and administrators. 
 Funding for the Trappers Col-
lege was provided by the Colorado 
Division of Wildlife, Colorado State 
University, Extension Services and 
the Department of Fishery and 
Wildlife Biology, Crit’R•Calls (Rocky 
Mountain Wildlife Products), the 
Colorado Trappers Association, 
and the Fur Takers of America.
 The second Trappers College 
was held in Kentucky at the Land 
Between the Lakes in 1981. In 
1982, the third Trappers College 
was held at Limberlost Camp, Indi-
ana, with the field work taking place 
at the Pigeon River Fish and Wild-
life Area.
 In subsequent years, the col-
lege was held at Racquette Lake, 
New York, the Land Between the 
Lakes, and Northern Indiana. The 
college found a permanent home at 
Limberlost Camp in 1986 through 
2003 when circumstances out of 

Continued on page 20
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the FTA’s control dictated it be 
moved.  In 2004, Charlie Park and 
Kimm Hunt, College Director, de-
cided on moving the college to the 
YMCA Camp Potawotami, South 
Milford, Indiana. This location still 
allowed the college to use the Pi-
geon River Fish and Wildlife Area 
for the field work and the college 
has continued using the Camp 
since.
 Knowing the importance of 
quality instructors needed for the 
college’s success, the FTA origi-
nally selected Charlie Park, Pete 
Askins, Kermit Stearns, George 
Stewart, Odon Corr, Keith Gre-
gerson, Jerry Joe Barnet, Red 
Edgemon, James Lee, and several 
others. Since that time instructors 
have changed and have included 
individuals such as Tom Miranda, 
Robert Waddell, Roy Greenfield, 
Charlie Davis, Tim Julien, and 
Ron Leggett. For 2019, the head 
instructors included E.J. Kelly, 
Doug McKenzie, Mike Mazur, Dave 
Hastings, and Gary Jepson. The 
assistant instructors included Dean 
Bartz, Robert Colona, Dave Eckels, 
Kimm Hunt, Charlie Masheck, Dan 
Schweisthal, Bob Sheppard, Lee 
Steinmeyer, Cory Van Driel, Dwight 
Gillock, and Bill Applegate.
 Unfortunately, I couldn’t track 
down the exact number of trappers 
and agency personnel that have 
attended the college since it was 
first offered in 1980. However, what 
I can say is, the very conservative 
number of, more than 1,000 indi-
viduals have attended. This type 
of success doesn’t just happen. It 
requires not just an excellent team 
of instructors, but also dedicated 
program administrators and staff to 
pull it off. Since 2017, Todd Lang, 
a 1999 graduate, has been the 
college director. He has been sup-
ported in his mission by assistant 
director Kevin Echterling, and a 
support staff that has included Bob 
Duff, Jim Mahoney, Justin Jett, and 
others. As a feature component to 
its structure, the Trappers College 
has had a long history with Purdue 
University. Brian MacGowen, an 
Extension Wildlife Specialist with 

Continued from page 19
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the Department of Forestry and 
Natural Resources and graduate of 
the Trappers College, has been the 
FTA/Purdue University liaison since 
1999. 
 During all this time, the college 
has evolved to meet the needs of 
the students incorporating chang-
es to the curriculum in regard to 
equipment, technology, and public 
relations. Students today can ex-
pect to having exposure to a host 
of topics including, but limited to, 
professional trapping techniques, 
public perception of trapping, nat-
ural history and management of 
furbearers, avoiding non-target 
species, wildlife diseases and hu-
man risk, using GPS technology, 
fur handling and grading, nuisance 
wildlife control services and busi-
ness related issues, and of course 
tips, techniques, and suggestions 
from some of today’s top trappers. 
 The number one suggestion 
instructors offer to anyone consid-
ering attending the Trappers Col-
lege is to come with an open mind. 
Regardless of trapping experience, 
use the time to ask questions, learn 
new ideas, confirm existing beliefs, 
network with fellow students and 
instructors, and take lots of notes. 
Also, to get the most out of the 
experience, make sure to honestly 
answer the interview questions so 
that you are placed in the proper 
group. Anyone that is interested 
in learning more about trapping is 
welcome at the college, but it can 
be especially beneficial to agency 
personnel that have zero to little 
trapping experience. The infor-
mation and hands-on experience 
gained at the college will help with 
any duties related to trapping re-
gardless if it is enforcing laws or 
dealing with the public.
 It’s been a long and at times 
challenging run for the Trappers 
College, but just like fur harvesting 
in general, results are directly relat-
ed to the effort put into it. The suc-
cess the college has had wouldn’t 
be possible if it weren’t for all of the 
effort made by the administrators, 
instructors, and attendees. Here’s 
looking at another 40 years of suc-
cess for the Trappers College.
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Charles Park was a life mem-
ber of the Fur Takers of 
America and one of the first 

students of the Trappers College 
during its inaugural year in 1980. 
For the next 25 years, Charles 
served as the Director of the Col-
lege and then as Assistant Direc-
tor for another nine years prior to 
serving as “Director Emeritus.” His 
wife, Pat, also played a significant 
position with the college handling 
registrations, answering questions 
from prospective students, and 
preparing registered students for 
the upcoming course.
 Over the years, Charles and 
Pat’s passion and positions at the 
Trappers College impacted numer-
ous individuals lives both in, as 
well as out, of the trapping commu-
nity. Charles believed in education 
and that everybody should be giv-
en a chance to pursue it. 
 Before his passing in Novem-
ber 2017, Charles was delighted to 
learn that his family was creating 
a scholarship to provide financial 
support to cover tuition, room, and 
board at the Trappers College. The 
scholarship would ensure Charles 
and Pat’s passion and legacy to 
continue and impact those in the 

trapping community. 
 The scholarship is awarded to 
a single individual that is selected 
from the submitted applications.
 To qualify, individuals interested 
in applying for the scholarship must 
be able to attend the college the 
year the application is submitted, 
cover their own travel expenses 
to and from the college, complete 
the required application, along with  
the supporting information (Tell Us 
About You addendum),  and sub-
mit them by May 1 of the calendar 
year that the scholarship is being 
applied for. 
 Applications can be down-
loaded via the Internet at the Fur 
Takers of America website, http://
www.furtakersofamerica.com 
(click on the Charles & Pat Park 
Memorial Scholarship image in the 
left margin), directly at http:/www.
furtakersofamerica.com/park-
scholarship.pdf, or by contacting 
Kevin Echterling, Assistant Direc-
tor. Address letters to FTA Trappers 
College, PO Box 51, LaGrange, IN 
46761, or contact Kevin via email 
at ftatrapperscollege@gmail.com 
or by phone at 260-350-0131.
 The individual awarded the 
scholarship will be notified via 

phone or email by June 1 each cal-
endar year.
 Those wishing to support the 
Charles & Pat Park Memorial 
Scholarship, can do so via direct 
donation and/or by purchasing one 
or more of the Fur Takers of Ameri-
ca Trappers College Commemora-
tive Traps.
 For more information concern-
ing the Charles & Pat Park Memo-
rial Scholarship or the Trappers 
College, contact Todd Lang or Kev-
in Echterling. 

Charles & Pat ParK
memorial sCholarshiP 

Todd Lang (r), Director of the 
Trappers College with 2019 scholarship 

awardee Robert Goodfellow (l).
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It looks hobbitish, elfin, something 
the little people, would use. It 
puffs a white smoke, sometimes 

it erupts with a cumulus plume, 
other drafts just ease up, caught 
in the air and disappear with a thin 
mist. 
 He opens the door on the 
smoker as I walk up to him. 
Tossing into the offset wood box, 

he piles on wet apple wood chips, 
the small fire hisses. 
 He then closes the door really 
quick, he points at me, “That right 
there, that’s the good smoke, the 
smoke you sure don’t want to 
lose.” 
 I ask him, what he has in the 
smoker. He smiles, his reply is, 
“On the upper most shelf, is a 

nice big fat beef. 
The second shelf 
down he has a 
spatchcocked 
chicken.” He says, 
“I been brining that 
chicken for two 
and a half days, its 
gonna soak up that 
apple wood smoke, 
and I bet I get a 
good smoke ring in 

that beef too.” 
 Little clouds in the yard, soon 
join the ones floating above. And 
after several hours of not doing too 
much, he says, “I think it’s time to 
take a look.” 
 He opens the smoker door; a 
vaporous billowing cloud swells 
out and for a few seconds he 
and the smoker disappear. When 
the air clears, he probes first the 
chicken, then the beef with a 
meat thermometer, he says, “Yup, 
they’re done.” 
 He gently extracts the bird, and 
then the beef. And just before he 
closes the smoker door, he sets a 
brand-new set of leather moose 
hide choppers on the top rack. 
 I had to ask. 
 “Oh, I don’t leave them in too 
long, just long enough, just like 
the meat,” and then he says, “this 
winter, when he wipes his nose 
in the cold, that smoker smell, 
reminds him of days like this.”

smoKed ala-moose
by The Trout Whisperer

Free Supply Catalog

Southeastern Outdoor
Supplies, Inc.

4250 Figsboro Rd.
Martinsville, VA 24112

Ph: 276-638-4698
www.SoutheasternOutdoor.com

Listing a complete line of: Trapping, Coon
Hunting, Predator Calling, Dog Supplies, Knives,

Books, DVDs, etc.
�Our 53rd year in Business�

www.reuwsaatbaitandlure.com  

Come join the adventure @
Lesel Reuwsaat’s Trapping America on Facebook

Also available at most supply dealers!

Lure Pricing: $6.00 1oz, $20.00 4 oz, and $69.00 a pint. 

TOP SELLERS!
Deep Creek Winter Gland Coyote Lure All Predator Temptation Lure

8 oz: $8.00 • Pint: $12.00 • 1/2 Gal: $45 • Gal: $80

half page ad Trps post 7.25 x 5.5_Layout 1  9/25/2016  12:55 PM  Page 1
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Fur Takers
of America

Tr appers
College

Isn’t it about time you went?

For information about
FTA Trappers College, visit

furtakersofamerica.com 
and click on “Trappers College”

or contact
Kevin Echterling

FTA Trappers College
PO Box 51

LaGrange, IN 46761
Phone (260) 350-0131

E-mail:
ftatrapperscollege@gmail.com

Note to Chapters & affiliates: 
The Trappers College has two slots for Furbearer 

Biologists. The local Chapter or Affiliate pays half, and 
the FTA covers the other half, and the biologist attends 

for free. (Transportation not included.) 
Contact Kevin ASAP if interested!

Interested in the 
Charles & Pat Park Memorial Scholarship?

Go to furtakersofamerica.com for
details and application.
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With the changing of the 
seasons coyotes make a 
transition. The sheep and 

cattle move down out of the high 
country, hopefully before the bad 
weather. They may still be there 
in Western Montana after that big 
storm they had. That much snow 
will make it hard for those ranchers 
to get out of that country. I hope 
they needed the water! With that 
much snow the deer and elk will 
be pushed down also. As the food 
source goes so goes the coyote, 
and now we have to include the 
wolf as well.
 Snaring good fences is a 
great way of controlling coyotes. I 
want to detail a few points about 
fence snaring. Make sure you are 
following the laws that you have 

where you are snaring. Can you 
use a dispatch lock? Do you have 
a regulation about a breakaway 
device snare, also known as a 
(B.A.D.)? Do you have to have a 
swivel on you snare? Do you have 
a length restriction? Does your 
snare have to be staked solid? 
There are different regulations 
for different states that must be 
considered when making a choice 
of what snare you will use. For 
instance, if I am snaring in a non-
lethal state that only allows a cable 
restraint or a relaxing lock, I would 
not use 1/16-inch cable. A larger 
cable like the 3/32-inch would be a 
much better choice. But thankfully I 
am setting a lethal or non-relaxing 
lock.
 I have used the cam lock 

type snares for quite a few years. 
The Snare Shop has been a very 
reliable place to get snares from 
for many years and they continue 
with great service and products. I 
have also purchased snares from 
Dakota Line and have tried their 
Deathblow Mini-Torq dispatch 
snares, which have worked very 
well also. There are many other 
great dealers out there who make 

northwest Predator & 
wildliFe Control

by Scott Phillips

NORTHWEST PREDATOR & WILDLIFE CONTROL 
3856 Shunn Rd., Vale, OR 97918  (719) 250-8443  Email: Scott_phillips49@yahoo.com 

Experience is what makes these baits and lures great. Fifty years of trapping in TEN different states, and then all 
the years of experience Del Kramer had, makes up OUR business. Not just a few years, but DECADES of 
EXPERIENCE and KNOWLEDGE.  Add a money back guarantee.

Don’t be misled by copies of these lures--buy the real thing!
We offer bottles in: 1.5 oz=$8/ea; 2 oz=$12/ea; 4 oz=$20/ea; pints=$60/ea. BAITS are offered in PINTS only=$15/ea. 

LURES AVAILABLE Wind River Paste Bait 
Wolfer Bait 

Yakima River Paste Bait 
Total Chaos 

Hat Creek Paste Bait 
Horse Meat - Mild 
Horse Meat - Hot 

Alaska Lynx Cat 
ALL 9 
Beaver Call 
Canine Catcher 
Canine Demise 
Cat Gland 

Catacious
Close Up 
Columbia River 
Congregation 
Harvest Moon 
Long Range Call 

Magnum Marten
Marten Candee 
Mink Magnum 
N.C. M-44 
Northwest Call 
Predator Musk

Red Dog 
Scent Post Savvy 
Snake River Breaks 
Wind River Catch-all 

BAITS AVAILABLE

Other lures available: Silver Lynx (4 oz & pints only); Magnum Oil Slick (pints [$10/ea & gallons [$50/ea] only) 
  We have Coyote Urine - $8 pint / $25.00 gallon; Bobcat Urine - $8.00 pint / $40.00 gallon 
 Cage Trappers:  We offer what you need to catch cats 
 We are the home of Delmer Kramer’s formulas. I bought the business from him directly.  I still use all 
the natural ingredients that are possible to get, real glands, and 100% cat and horse! 
SHIPPING & PAYMENT:  VISA & MasterCard, Venmo and Paypal accepted. Personal checks held for clearance. No 
CODs. We use USPS flat rate boxes, order more and get your money’s worth! 

 CALL, WRITE OR EMAIL FOR A PRODUCT LIST TODAY!
 Visit us on the web!  www.northwestpredatorandwildlifecontrol.com 

“Quality baits and lures made by a full-time trapper for trappers” 
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Red O’Hearn is one of the 
most productive trappers 
working today. He has 

released two new books to go with 
his existing books and videos. Both 
books are 8” by 10” and both are 
45 pages (give or take) with lots of 
color photos and are available for 
$30, ppd.

     The Progression of a Beaver 
Trapper by Red O’Hearn (c. 2019) 
This book spans the years Red 
invested in harvesting beaver for 
fur and damage control. It outlines 
methods that run the gamut from 
beginning stages to advanced fur 
and damage trapping, making the 
book applicable for beginners to 
veterans. 

     Anecdotes Told By Red 
O’Hearn (c. 2019) One of the more 
successful trappers living today, 
Red recounts the decades with 
various stories of a youth who was 
more comfortable in the woods 
than anywhere else. The stories 
recall events beginning in the early 
1970s and in Red’s words, he 
takes us “...on a trip down memory 
lane.” 

To order contact Red at: 

Red O’Hearn
1124 310th St., 
Northboro, IA 51647

great products, these are just two 
favorites of mine. I have heard 
of other dealers who will custom 
make what you want and get it 
done in a hurry. This makes more 
sense to me than making them 
myself. The time it takes me to 
make 120 snares is a lot longer 
than someone who does it for a 
living. I want to spend that time out 
setting and running equipment.
 The Deathblow snares I use 
are 1/16-inch, 1x19 cable. They 
start with 84-inches of cable with 
a swiveled end that I attach to the 
fence with a quick link. There is 
a poly collar for a snare support 
on them, that fits several sizes of 
support wire. They have a mini 
lock which dispatches the coyotes 
quickly. I really like the torque 
spring on them a lot better than 
some others. It is a smaller spring 
and hangs very nicely whether on 
a fence or on a support. These 
snares come pre-loaded. The 1x19 

is stiffer than 7x7 cable. The 1/16-
inch cable is small but gives you 
a very nice loop. I like to use an 
8-inch loop, so I get a neck catch. 
The smaller cable does not take as 
much abuse as the larger cable. 
A swivel will greatly help keep the 
cable from kinking and unraveling. 
I want to have a snare that is not 
easily seen when set. A larger 
cable is easier to see and therefore 
you have more refusals when the 
coyotes become snare shy. Larger 
locks, springs, and other hardware 
make it easier for the coyotes to 
notice. Some kind of camo on your 
snare will help to paint a more 
natural picture where your snare is 
set and will result in more catches. 
There are many ways to achieve 
this - boiling your snares, letting 
them age naturally before setting, 
or painting are good ways. When 
painting, choose colors to match 
the surrounding area (green, 
brown, white, etc.). I always like to 

run the lock closed several times 
after applying camo to them to 
make sure they close quickly and 
are not sticky.
 Whatever you use, keep your 
snares in good working condition. 
I do not reuse snare parts. I know 
that a lot of trappers do, but I do 
not. I would not want a part failure 
and have a coyote escape once 
I have caught it. Too much work 
goes into catching a coyote to 
let it get away and maybe not be 
caught again. Experience is what 
makes trapping easier and teaches 
lifelong knowledge.

New Products
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It seems I like all guns. But I like 
some guns more than others. I 
guess when it comes to hand-

guns, its user determines what 
he or she is going to need it for. I 
get several magazines on hand-
guns. One in particular is called 
the American Handgunner. I have 
always liked the magazine and it 
has a long, colorful history. The 
magazine’s main focus is on the 
gun industry’s newest handguns. 
 Over the years though, I have 
grown bored with their content. 
It seems nowadays it’s all about 

semi-automatic pistols. I think 
what started the trend was self-de-
fense and the dangers we face 
today as a nation. I do get that. 
And I do own several autoloading 
pistols. What I don’t get is that it 
seems the industry is turning out 
thousands of different varieties of 
the same old flavor. These pistols 
are high-capacity guns, shooting 
15-17 rounds of the same boring, 
low velocity calibers. I mean, what 
is the romance in a 9mm, .40 or 
a .45 auto? This is especially true 
for a hand loader because the 

pistols will only 
take so much 
pressure. 
 Okay, I know 
what you’re 
thinking. “If 
you’re going 
to gripe, write 
the magazine 
and don’t tell us 
about it.” Well, 
yeah, but I’ve 
got more to add.
 A little while 
back, my two 
dogs woke me 
up out of a dead 
sleep at 3:00 
am. I could tell 
by their barking 
there was trou-
ble. I keep my 
hound chained 
and the little 
cow dog takes 
turns with him 
running loose 
in the yard. I 
thought the coy-
otes might be 
coming in on the 
little one. I went 
outside and the 

dog led me to the back of the gar-
den where the grapes grow over 
the fence. As I rounded the corner, 
the dog weaseled her way into the 
thick maze of vines and then all 
Heck broke out. A big raccoon had 
decided it was going to fight the 
dog and claim the grapes and the 
garden for itself.
 I had my semi-auto .45 ACP 
with a light mounted on it. I man-
aged to get the dog out of the 
way and proceeded to shoot two 
rounds at the raccoon. The critter 
looked like he was hit, jumped up 
and ran into the corn rows. I went 
around to the other side of the 
garden, opened the gate and told 
the dog to “Git it!” She flushed it 
out and I shot two more rounds 
as it stopped along the fence. The 
dog went to work again, and the 
raccoon showed no signs of being 
wounded. I got the dog out of the 
way and fired two more rounds 
into the coon. Finally, I heard and 
saw the raccoon react to those 
shots. Again, the dog went after 
him and the raccoon was growl-
ing and fighting the dog under the 
grape vines. By now, my family 
was up and concerned with all 
the commotion. My wife came out 
with another flashlight. I handed 
her the pistol and told her I was 
going to get the catch pole, rope 
this SOB, and pull him out of the 
grapes. I returned and managed 
to pull him out as he latched onto 
the pole. I told my wife to put an-
other round into the critter. She did 
just that, but this coon from hell 
showed no ill effects. She said, “I 
think these bullets are just bounc-
ing off of him!” By now, I am mad 
and muddy because our irrigation 
system was running in the garden. 
I repositioned the loop and drug 
this overweight monster into the 
driveway. At this point, I figured it 
had to be “hand-to-hand combat.” 
With the coon still breathing and 
clutching the catch pole, I grabbed 
the pistol from my wife and emp-

Coyote trails
With Tom Beaudette
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tied what was left in the magazine 
at point blank range into this mon-
ster. It stopped moving. 
 Now, I realize to try and eval-
uate exactly what happened and 
how that pistol round failed on the 
raccoon is somewhat abstract, but 
I will try. First of all, it happened at 
night. I did not skin the raccoon to 
find out how many of the bullets 
connected or if they hit any vital 
spot. Secondly, to tell the truth, I 
have not used many rim-less pistol 
rounds on too many critters to get 
any solid results. I do know veloc-
ity and bullet construction play a 
key role on terminal effect. 
 The trend nowadays for any 
autoloading pistol or defense gun 
is frangible bullets that open up 
quickly, so they don’t ricochet. 
That’s a good thing because a 
ricochet in a defense situation 
could hurt an innocent bystander. 
A bullet that opens up too quickly 
upon impact, especially moving at 
under 1,000 fps could be stopped 
or slowed down by a coat or, if 
shooting a critter by its fur or fat. 
 My good friend, Gary Hansen, 
used to run dogs for lion and bear 
depredation for the USDA. I called 
and asked him what he thought 
about using semi-auto pistol 
rounds on game. He reinforced 
what I had been thinking and said, 
“Low velocity of any semi-auto-
matic rounds, coupled with poor 
bullet construction will cause trou-
ble.” Gary then referenced one ex-
ample when they had a black bear 
treed. He said the hunter with him 
pulled out a .45 auto and shot the 
bear multiple times with no effects 
at all. They put away the autoload-
er and finished the bear with a 
rifle. 
 We talked about jacketed pis-
tol bullets, autoloaders and veloc-
ity. The bottom line is, stay away 
from autoloaders for anything that 
might hurt you or for trapline pro-
tection. Gary then said, “Revolver 
rounds are best,” emphasizing 

the .44 magnum and .45 Colt.” He 
also emphasized hard cast bullets 
for deep penetration. And, if jack-
eted bullets need to be used, they 
must be constructed so they will 
penetrate and hold together when 
they enter game. 
 Here is part of a story of a 
bear hunt and a great example of 
what a well-constructed bullet and 
a large caliber revolver round can 
accomplish. This story was told to 
me by Hansen. An article about 
this was written by him long ago 
entitled “The Fire Mountain Bear.”
 Hansen and his supervisor 
were both government hunters. 

They were called in to kill a bear 
that was killing domestic sheep 
in the mountains of Colorado. 
When they arrived, they skirted 
the perimeter of the sheep herd 
with their dogs to try to pick up 
the bear’s scent. Within half an 
hour the dogs had the scent. They 
cut the dogs loose, mounted their 
horses, and the chase was on. 
 “It didn’t take long and we 
heard the dogs fighting the bear. 
Overlooking a large draw, my 
supervisor saw the bear running 

Continued on page 32

Gary Hansen with some of his dogs.
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from the dogs and fired at the bear 
with a .243 rifle, hitting the bear in 
the stomach. We mounted again, 
spurred the horses, and continued 
to follow the pack. The going was 
rougher now. As the bear ran up 
a steep rock-laden mountain, we 
had to leave the horses. By the 
sound of the dogs, they had the 
bear treed somewhere up ahead. 
I dropped another round into the 
.45 Colt revolver. This gave me six 
rounds. I was using a Sierra, 240 
grain bullet backed by a heavy 
charge of Winchester Western 
296 powder in my rounds. When I 
arrived to where I thought the bear 
was treed, I had a terrible time 
trying to locate him. It was a big, 
red spruce surrounded by brush 
and berry bushes. The dogs were 
not acting right and circled the 
tree in a wide circle. It was hard 
to think with the dog’s frenzied 
barking, but I began to focus and 
kept looking for the bear. Then it 
happened. I began to turn around 
and looked only to see a mad bear 
charging straight at me. I knew I 
was in trouble. It’s true what they 
say about your life flashing be-
fore you. I thought about my wife 
and my two children if the worst 
happened. There was a small 

aspen tree between me and the 
bear. This would slow him down 
somewhat, but it was also in my 
line of fire when I pulled the pistol 
up. I had time for one shot which 
hit him in the back. That 240 grain 
bullet hit him hard and turned him 
all the way around. I missed the 
next shot and fired three more, 
two in the bear’s ribs and one in 
the neck. The bear hit the ground 
at my feet and the dogs were all 
over him. It was a big bear, 300 
pounds or more. My last three 
shots never exited the bear. As I 
think back on this hunt, it’s nice to 
have a pistol that will do its part if 
you do yours.”
     I am not sure how many bears 
and lions Gary has killed with big 
bore pistols or revolver cartridges. 
I have heard stories of upwards of 
300 bears. Gary is a very humble 
man and it would be hard pressed 
to get him to brag on himself. One 
thing for sure, I’m going to leave 
my autoloaders for maybe rabbit 
hunting or rattlesnakes. If I hear 
the dogs barking again, I’m going 
to be carrying something a little 
more substantial. 
 “Every man needs two things 
to live a successful life. First, he 
needs a Moral Code of right and 
wrong; secondly, he must have a 
backbone to keep him from being 
swayed by those with no Moral 
Code.”
 John Wayne
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Well folks, it’s that time 
of the year again. It’s 
starting to get cold 

and the skunks are going to be 
grubbing heavy. The raccoons are 
going to start rolling the sod back 
and trying to get into dwellings 
looking for a warm place. Squirrels 
are going to be more active and 
storing food for the winter. The 
weather plays a big role in how 
busy we are. This year it was 
extremely wet. That should affect 
the skunks on the golf course. 
 Normally by July and August 
our lawns are brown from the 
heat. This year, it is now early 
October and the grass is still 
green and needs to be cut at least 
once a week because of the large 
amounts of rain that we’ve been 
receiving. Normally in the urban 
areas, when the mid-summer 
heat turns the grass brown, the 
grubs go deeper down with the 
night crawlers and the skunks are 
forced to move to areas where the 
grubs are higher. The golf courses 
water on a nightly basis to keep 
the golfers happy, so they create 
their own problems. This year 
might be a little different because 
the skunks can grub in any yard 
since the grass is still green and 
with the amount of water that 
we’ve received, homeowners are 
going to be experiencing those 
problems in late fall. With that in 
mind, it’s going to be an interesting 
year for skunk control on the golf 
courses. 
 There’s also the thought that 
with the large amounts of rain we 
received, many of the dens that 
were in low-lying areas might have 
been flooded out and that could 
possibly have killed many of the 
young. Our skunk populations 

in the Midwest have been high 
for the last five to seven years. 
Normally, disease sets in after a 
certain amount of time because 
skunks are communal denners; 
one sick skunk in a den with 
multiple animals can infect them 
all. This spring I didn’t notice as 
many as normal. We did have 
some distemper, but not as much 
as I would have expected. That 
being said, it’s time to clean the 
.22 rifles, stock up on the CCI 
segmented hollow points, and 
hope for the best. 
 Golf courses are unique in the 
way they are designed and run; 
it makes them perfect for urban 
wildlife. Large 
mature trees 
around the roughs 
are attractive for 
both squirrels and 
raccoons. Courses 
like to plant willow 
trees by the water 
holes to soak up 
the rainwater to 
get the golfers 

back on the course as soon as 
possible. The overhanging willows 
attract beaver to the ponds. The 
fountains and aerators keep the 
water open in the winter attracting 
waterfowl and muskrats, who love 
to chew the wires on the pumps, 
and feed on the roots of the grass 
causing cave ins on the banks. I 
have heard that in Colorado, it’s 
common for bull elk to be fighting 
on the greens, destroying them. 
 For the course superintendent, 
it’s a constant battle with wildlife. 
Perchance a trapper needs to help 
design a golf course and sit next 
to the golf pro who has no idea 
of what attracts wildlife, or the 
damage they can cause. Maybe 
in the future they will catch on, 
but I kind of doubt it! Oh well, job 
security. 
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When I came to work as a 
new Game Warden there 
were only two main sea-

sons that we concerned ourselves 
with, hunting season and fishing 
season. Just about the time you 
got tired of working on one, the 
season would change, and it was 
time to concentrate on the other. 
 There were some fishing laws 
that I always wondered about and 
why they were the way they were. 
For example, why could you use 
trot and throw lines in the south-
ern half of the state and not in the 
northern half? Didn’t make sense 
to me, especially if you were fish-
ing along a section of river where 

the dividing line started. On the 
south side of that imaginary line 
you could use fifteen hooks and 
on the north side just two hooks. 
My first assignment was in south-
ern Iowa where I had the Des 
Moines River as the boundary 
line between Iowa and Missouri. 
Missouri allowed thirty-three jugs 
when jug fishing along the Des 
Moines River, Iowa only allowed 
two jugs. 
 During the summer months I 
spent a lot of time on the water 
enforcing our fishing laws. Aside 
from checking for licenses, one 
of the things I worked the most 
on was trot and throw lines. Iowa 

law allowed the use 
of five lines and up 
to fifteen hooks on 
those lines. Every 
line was required to 
have a tag with the 
owner’s name and 
address and the 
line was required to 
be attached to the 
shoreline above the 
water line. Many peo-
ple fudged on those 
rules, especially 
when the fishing was 
good.
 One day I found a 
trot line with fifteen 
hooks about a quar-
ter of a mile above a 
boat ramp. Nothing 
wrong with it, it was 
perfectly legal. It was 
early in the day, a 
beautiful day, and I 
planned to be out all 
day. About ten miles 
up the river I found 
another trot line set 
just as the one ear-

lier. Same name and address. 
Guess the owner never thought 
that a Game Warden would go 
more than one boat ramp from 
where he put in. I continued up 
the river for another ten miles 
to another boat ramp. Above it 
I found another trot line set the 
same as the other two. I pulled it 
and removed the three catfish and 
let them go. I put the trot line in a 
bucket and then started heading 
back downstream. When I got to 
the next one, I pulled it too and let 
go another catfish that was on it. 
When I got back to the first one, 
the owner was there checking it. 
At first, he was all smiles when I 
pulled up to his boat. Said he had 
his line all tagged and legal like it 
was supposed to be. I asked him 
if he had read the law and under-
stood what it said. He said that 
he had and that he understood. 
I asked if he knew that he could 
only have one trot line with fifteen 
hooks, and he said that he did. His 
mouth dropped when I showed 
him the other two trot lines that 
I had picked up. As I wrote the 
ticket, he commented that he was 
only trying to fill his freezer for the 
winter. 
 Early one morning I was 
checking a bunch of ditty poles 
that all had tags on them. They 
were set across the river from a 
tent that had a smoking fire going 
and a boat tied up close. There 
was no one in sight so I figured 
they were all sleeping. They were 
obviously made by the same per-
son but did have a different first 
name for every five lines as was 
required. After checking twenty 
lines, the next four didn’t have 
any names attached. There was 
still one left to check and as I got 
close, I could see it had a tag 
attached. When I read the tag, I 
laughed out loud. It said “The Dev-
il Made Me Do It.” I took a picture 
of it and still have that picture. Of 
course, I pulled those five and 
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Case loG

Reminiscences of Retired Iowa Warden,
Mike Sells



Fur Taker • 35

headed over to the campfire. By 
that time a guy was up and sitting 
there waiting for me with a big 
grin on his face. He offered me a 
cup of coffee as I wrote him the 
ticket and said his kids would get 
a big kick out of it. He then got up 
and went and roused the three 
kids sleeping in the tent. Guess it 
doesn’t take much to make some 
people happy.
 This next one wasn’t quite 
so happy. I had been working 
the Iowa River a couple miles 
above where it dumped into the 
Mississippi River. I found quite 
a few lines tied off log jams and 
overhanging tree branches, which 
wasn’t legal. Some of them were 
tagged with just a nickname, 
“Shorty,” but no address. As nor-
mal with illegal lines, I cut them 
and threw them into a bucket in 
the bottom of my boat. I also found 
about ten more ditty poles set on 
some small islands out in the river 
with no tags.
 Several days later I was at 
home taking care of our three-
year-old son while my wife was 
out grocery shopping. There came 
a knock at the door and when I an-
swered it, I observed a pipsqueak 
of a man with a surly look on his 
face. He said he came to pick up 
his poles. I was puzzled because 
I had never seen him before and 
didn’t know what he was talking 
about. I asked him what poles 
and he said, “The ones you stole 
from the river three days ago.” 
Before I could say anything more, 
he also told me to step outside 
so he could kick my butt (differ-
ent words.) At that exact instant 
I caught some motion out of the 
corner of my eye and saw another 
guy peeking his head around the 
corner of my house. As I stepped 
out the door, I laughed at him and 
told him if he was going to kick 
my butt, he had better take that 
so and so with him and go to town 
and get more help … “Now get off 

my property.” It was laughable, 
how quickly they departed and 
hopped into their car and drove 
away. 
 Just before dark one evening, 
I was working out of a boat on the 
Des Moines River below Ottum-
wa with my neighboring Officer 
Dave Arp. This was his territory 
and I was just working with him. It 
had been a long day and we had 
pulled lots of illegal lines. We were 
still about half a mile below our 
take-out point and we saw some 
more ditty poles that we pulled in 
to check. There were no tags on 
them and as we pulled the first 
one into the boat, a shout came 
from the other side of the river. 
A man yelled at us to put it back. 
We didn’t and as we were pulling 
the next one, a boat came roaring 
across the river at high speed. He 
was yelling the whole way over for 
us to get away from his lines. He 
quit yelling as soon as he saw who 
we were and sat quietly as Dave 
wrote him a ticket for untagged 
lines. Later, Dave smiled when he 
told me that in his territory, people 
just come to him and turn them-
selves in. 
 My first day working with Les 
Nieland, State Waters Officer, was 
certainly a good educational day 
for him. Les was new to the area 

and I was just transferring to Loui-
sa County but agreed to show Les 
around before I left. We met at Ke-
osauqua and took my boat head-
ing upstream. I planned to go as 
far as the county line and point out 
areas of interest along the way. It 
should take most of the day. 
 We didn’t get very far before 
we found two guys fishing out of 
a boat below a huge snag. There 
wasn’t too much right about the 
two guys. Neither one of them 
had a fishing license and there 
were no life jackets in the boat. 
The boat wasn’t even registered. 
Les wrote three tickets and I wrote 
two. I should tell you that Waters 
Officers were mainly concerned 
with navigation matters and all 
things pertaining to water. We 
were actually each in a different 
Division within our Department. 
Game Wardens were in the Divi-
sion of Fish and Game and Wa-
ters Officers were in the Division 
of Lands and Waters. That all 
changed several years later but at 
this time that is the way it was.
 We continued up the river and 
started finding lots of illegal trot 
lines and ditty poles. I showed Les 
a trick for finding trot lines that 
were fastened underwater and 

Continued on page 43
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Let me start this column out 
by saying that my Fur Taker 
17-I chapter has been hit hard 

by losses to our trapping family 
this year. First, we lost Mary-
ann Schirmer (Irv’s wife), then 
John Hoffman, then just recently 
Nick Bernardi. Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to the families.
Education stuff...
 There is an old saying that 
the high school counselors throw 
around, “No one gets a high 
school diploma alone.” In other 
words, students need help and di-
rection to take the correct classes 
to graduate. I believe that same 
advice applies very well to trap-
ping. We trappers have several ex-
cellent resources available at our 
fingertips. These resources can 
help us learn as much as we want 
about the animals, equipment, and 
methods of our sport. I believe 
the many trapping meets, con-
ventions, and gatherings we hold 
along with our Fur Takers College 
are excellent examples. As well as 
this magazine and the Fur Taker 
website. The opportunities for edu-
cation are there for those that want 
to learn.
How true...
 NRA’s Executive Vice Presi-
dent Wayne La Pierre made this 
comment in the October 2019 
magazine, “These gun control 
groups must be aware that the 
most dangerous places in Amer-
ica today are consistently those 
with the most stringent gun control 
laws.” How true! I live near Chi-
cago where on average there are 
more shootings and gun related 
deaths on a weekend than in most 
war zones in the world per day. 
Yet, we are inundated with gun 
regulations and are about to legis-
late a pile more. We are broke and 
need fixin’.

Will they use anything?
 If you’ve been around long 
enough trapping beaver, you might 
have seen this strange scenario. 
A dead beaver that you caught in 
a trap being used to repair a leaky 
dam. I couldn’t believe my eyes 
when I first witnessed it. After all, 
we consider the beaver to have a 
somewhat suspicious nature when 
it comes to new or unusual things 
in its environment. And we’ve seen 
the footage on TV of the tight bond 
the beaver family demonstrates on 
the nature shows. But there it was, 
a body gripper dispatched beaver 
that I caught near the dam pushed 
into the dam break that I created 
the day before. 
 What beaver in its right mind 
would approach a member of its 
family, discover it was dead, and 
then use it to fix the dam? It didn’t 
seem right. Not to mention that it 
was still in the trap. Lots of ques-
tions were buzzing around in my 
head. Then it occurred to me that I 
had read a story in one of the trap-
ping magazines of a beaver trap-
per witnessing that a carcass of a 
dead deer was neatly positioned to 
fix a leaky dam. 
 I guess we’ll never know until 
we can chatter and whimper like 
a beaver. Just another example of 
when you think you’ve got things 
figured out ... Ol’ Ma’ Nature 
throws you a curve ball.
More coyote stuff
 Lots of recent “coyote versus 
people” footage has been hap-
pening. There have been at least 
three videos of coyotes approach-
ing/chasing people in the news. 
Two of them involved children 
being chased by coyotes in their 
neighborhoods. The technology 
we have today has shown footage 
of these animals chasing people 
and is just more ammunition for 
the message that we trappers and 
hunters have been preaching.

 WILDLIFE NEEDS TO BE 
CONTROLLED.
Always learning...
 We were fortunate to have 
Tom Larson from Indiana put on a 
predator demo for our Fur Taker 
chapter a couple years back. After 
the demo was over, Tom was an-
swering questions and one of our 
members asked about trapping 
coyotes in grassy conditions. Tom 
smiled and commented that he 
traps in some of those same con-
ditions and quickly demonstrated a 
simple flat set that he likes. 
 Tom grabbed a beaver back 
foot, walked up a two-track trail 
and staked it down in some boot 
high grass. He then blended a 
foothold trap in front of it. You 
couldn’t see the trap as he lightly 
covered it with fine grass clippings. 
He was also careful about men-
tioning that some state laws de-
mand that bait (animal parts) are 
to be covered so he lightly covered 
the beaver foot. He commented 
that his main set, a deep trench 
set, is made to be a very bold visu-
al set and smells of a strong bait. 
But the beaver foot flat set is very 
subtle and since it is made along 
the two-track trail that the coyote is 
traveling along, it will often pick up 
other coyotes that are in the area 
that won’t work the bolder trench 
set. 
 I’ll add to Tom’s set, that the 
tough webbing of the beaver’s 
back foot adds to the set’s effec-
tiveness. It is easy to stake the 
foot down making it difficult to re-
move so the coyote (predator) has 
to pull and tug. While it’s pulling 
at the foot, it is shuffling it’s paws 
on the ground and will often come 
in contact with the blended STA-
BILIZED trap. Note: I have also 
had good luck using a coyote paw. 
Thanks Tom!
Shut the front door!
 I heard a story of an ADC trap-
per that had a squirrel, he and a 
fellow worker had removed from a 
home, in a cage trap. They were 
going to release the animal at a 
site where they had been grant-
ed permission by the landowner. 
Somebody forgot to close the truck 

Fur taKer talK
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sure to start with even light strokes 
so not to remove too much metal, 
you can always file more later.
 We’re going to do this next 
pictorial in REVERSE as I think 
it’ll help to understand the process 
better.
3/16-inch reinforcing rod welded 
to the trap base and chain cen-
tered swiveled.

Reinforcing a foothold trap’s base 
plate with a piece of heavy steel 
rod is very popular today. The 
heavy rod is usually 3/16-inch 
diameter or larger. The rod helps 
strengthen the trap by reinforcing 
the base. Also the rod acts to cen-
ter up the swiveling for the chain. 
This system helps to keep the cap-
tured animal’s paw from moving 
and helps to reduce injuries. So 
how do you correctly shape the 
reinforcing rod so that it is shaped 
correctly?
John Shuke’s set up for his rod 
bending utilizing his press.

Note how the heavy bolts are po-
sitioned.

The 3/16th rod is ready to be 
formed by the press.

Rod formation complete. Be sure 
to insert your trap chain BEFORE 
welding rod to base.

door and upon opening the cage 
to release the squirrel, it promptly 
ran into the truck. 
 The two looked at each other 
and spent the next hour trying to 
get the rodent out of the truck. 
Finally, the animal ran out of the 
vehicle. Relieved, the two trappers 
jumped into the truck and began 
the drive out of the woods. About 
a mile down the road, one of the 
men felt an itch on his neck. Soon 
the other man also felt something 
crawling on his arm. Yep, fleas 
from the squirrel had invaded the 
truck. By the time they arrived 
back at the shop, they were “ate 
up” and were red from scratching. 
Sometimes it’s the simplest things 
one forgets to do that causes us 
the most headaches.
Odds and Ends
Little tidbits of information can 
be valuable when first attempt-
ing to modify traps. Like most I 
blundered and screwed up a pile 
of traps initially when I first started 
to modify my traps ...and I wasn’t 
even welding!! 
Filing a pan notch.

One of the simplest ways to im-
prove the function of your foothold 
traps is to properly adjust your 
pan and dog operation. In this 
picture, the trap pan has been 
removed from the trap and posi-
tioned in a vise tightly secured. 
While this might seem like a sim-
ple “no-brainer” a lot of trappers 
attempt to file their trap pans with 
the pan still on the trap. Usually, a 
poor uneven cut by the file takes 
place and will not be satisfactory. 
Take the time to remove the screw 
and nut and lock that pan down 
the correct way ... then file. Be 
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I am no stranger to getting calls 
from the local Conservation 
Agent requesting my help with 

nuisance animals. Most often they 
are farms with coons or difficult 
beaver situations, but the marina 
otters proved to be a challenge. 
Originally, he called me about a 
beaver family that took up res-
idence under the marina store 
between the floor and the foam 
the building floats on. His last 
words were, “I hope you know 
how to scuba dive.” Well, that was 
encouraging. He also mentioned 
in passing that they have an otter 
problem too.
 I arrived at the marina and 
met owners Rick and Lisa. They 
explained to me that the beaver 
under the marina are so loud it 
sounds like someone moving fur-
niture, and they did not like the 
beaver smell. However, the bigger 
problem was the otters. They talk-
ed of otters getting in customer’s 
boats as they gassed up and 
stealing their fish baskets. They 
also reported otter feces on the 
docks so bad that they came in at 
4:30 AM every day to power wash 
it off before customers arrived. It 
was obvious they were distressed, 
so we decided to work on otter 

also. 
 I quickly re-
alized that this 
job was going 
to be one of my 
most challeng-
ing yet. The 
water all around 
the marina was 
15 to 20-feet 
deep and that 
depth increased 
quickly outside 
of that area, so 
bodygrip use 
was limited to 
a float. I de-
ployed a float 
for the beaver but was unsuccess-
ful. Footholds out of water were 
not an option given the pets and 
people there daily. Drowning sets 
were not practical either, because 
the water level in the lake fluctuat-
ed by 3 to 6-inches daily, making 
trap placement an issue. I needed 
to get creative. 
 I decided to try to come up 
with a modified cage trap that was 
designed more for otter. As with 
most other things, it took multi-
ple versions before I got one I 
felt comfortable with, but they all 
caught at least one otter. Version 

1 was huge and not 
very practical. It was 
a 5x5-foot square box 
made of wire yard 
fencing. Embedded 
mid-way on each 
side were two 330s 
stacked. All the traps 
were anchored in 
with wire and beaver 
sticks. Inside the box 
was a hanging bas-
ket with large catfish 
heads. This trap was 

deployed in a boat slip and caught 
one smaller male otter the first 
night, but nothing for the rest of 
the week. I pulled it and used it to 
make smaller cages.
 Version 2 was what I call 
the aquarium trap. This trap is a 
45x16x16-inch rectangle with one 
open end. About 1-1 1/2 feet back 
from the open end is a piece of 
clear plastic anchored in, creating 
an enclosed area in the back of 
the trap. A live fish is placed in 
the enclosed area, and a 330 is 
placed in the open end of the trap. 
I chose to anchor the trap in with 
rebar since that is pretty prevalent 
around the marina and should not 
spook the otter. I deployed it about 
2-3 feet underwater in a boat slip 
by suspending it with cable and 
nylon rope. The traps were cabled 
to the dock in case they somehow 
came out of the cage. Two days 
later, I had a nice female otter. I 
did not get anything for a couple 
more days, so I moved the trap 
to another nearby location and 
caught two more (a male and fe-
male) back-to-back. It then went 
another three days empty, then 

modiFied CaGe Proves deadly on otter
 by BA Coonburger

Version 1 of the modified cage trap deployed in the marina.

Version 3 all set and ready to be placed
in the water.
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caught two more (two females) 
back-to-back. One thing I noticed 
about the trapped otter was that 
they were caught a little farther 
back on their bodies than usual, 
suggesting that they hit the trap 
with some speed. 
 Version 2 was successful, but 
I wondered if it would be more 
successful if I made the enclosed 
area with the fish in the middle 
and placed a 330 on each end. 
Otherwise, Version 3 was made 
identical to Version 2. This trap 
was deployed about three feet 
underwater near the fish cleaning 
station. Over the next five days, 
the remaining two otter (one fe-
male and one male) were caught 
here. Since then, the marina 
owners report seeing no otter or 
otter feces around the marina and 
docks. 
 If you intend to use this cage 
for other situations like ponds and 
creeks, I suggest placing the trap 
lower in the cage frame so that the 
entire cage does not have to be 
submerged. Otter are curious by 
nature and I suspect in murky wa-
ters exposing the trap encourages 
exploration of the trap. I used this 
cage in a pond situation recently, 
but the otter population is hit or 
miss, making it difficult to compare 
its effectiveness in this situation. 
I hope to experiment more with it 
this season while trapping another 
area known to have a substantial 
otter population. 
 I hope this gives you some-
thing to think about if you are 
faced with trapping a difficult otter 
situation. Do not be afraid to think 
out of the box and try new de-
signs, baits, lures, etc. This advice 
holds true no matter what animal 
you target. When you find suc-
cess in something, continue to try 
to make it better. This is how we 
trappers advance our knowledge 
and help each other solve difficult 
situations. Have a good season!

Dear Wild Fur Shipper;

 On behalf of NAFA, including all of our collectors and agents who 
support you in your work to produce the largest and most diverse 
collection of wild fur in the world, I want to sincerely apologize for all 
of the drama that you have had to endure with us over the past few 
months.  
 We have faced almost insurmountable challenges as our banking 
partners of many years appear to have decided to get out of the fur 
business. Unfortunately, for NAFA and our customers, this came at a 
time when we needed them the most.  However, through hard work and 
focused dedication across the entire NAFA organization, we have been 
able to weather this assault on our business. 
 I am pleased to announce that, as of today, we have put the first 
important piece of new financing in place as part of our overall transition 
towards new financial partners, and gaining a more solid financial 
footing. With this new development, NAFA remains in a position to 
continue to be the strong, global, producer-owned auction house.
 Over these many years, you have put your faith in us as your 
auction company to provide a valuable service to you as a marketing 
organization. While we are on the cusp of coming through this storm, 
there continues to be rough waters ahead. The entire industry is still 
facing an unprecedented market correction and no sector is immune, 
including the auction houses. However, it is our commitment to you 
that NAFA and its management team will continue to take every step 
necessary to address the new realities of the industry through the 
right-sizing of our business, without compromising our services to our 
loyal shippers.
 I am not going to try to make bold and brash statements about 
the strength of our business or how the experience of these last few 
months has not impacted trust and confidence in NAFA. I will say 
however, that all of the actions taken by our bank were, in our view, 
unnecessary and unwarranted as NAFA was not in violation of any bank 
covenants. Still, we are where we are and there is no point in doing 
anything other than admitting the current reality of our situation. 
 All that we can promise you going forward is that everyone at NAFA 
is going to work diligently to regain your trust. In this regard, I want 
to reiterate our commitment to you, that we will out-work and out-
perform the competition in every way possible in order to continue to 
earn your business. 
 We will be announcing more details of our plans for the 2019-2020 
season in the coming days and weeks. 
 We look forward to going into our 350th year with you and, together, 
working towards better and brighter days for our trade.  
 
Sincerely, 

Doug Lawson
President & CEO
North American Fur Auctions
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Win this luxurious Fur Bedspread!
Tickets are distributed through your FTA Chapter or Affiliate Representative: Check the C&A Page

in this issue! They have the tickets. Please contact them if you have an interest in this project.
Some Chapters and Affiliates will simply buy the tickets as a form of donations, and should they win,

they can do their own fundraiser, or whatever they choose with the blanket.
Other chapters will take advantage of the 50/50 split opportunity and sell the tickets, keeping their half of 

the income. Some may simply make the tickets available, so please contact your Representative.
You know this blanket would look great in that master bedroom!  Contact your C & A Rep. today!

If you are unable to locate tickets, contact Jeff Dunnier, 5286 Harris Lake Road, Marshall, TX  75672
(903) 938-9800               jjdunnier@gmail.com

Winner will be drawn around Thanksgiving, so act NOW!

• Blanket is made of 19 otter 
(Donated by Jeff Dunnier) 
with silver fox trim, and a 

sheared & plucked beaver 
border on the top. 

• Created by:
Clifford’s Critter Creations
www.CliffordsCritterCreations.com

CliffordsCritterCreations@gmail.com

• “California Queen” sized: 
82” by 86”

• Tanning by Tubari
www.Tubariltd.com

• It can be a fundraiser for your 
Chapter or Affiliate!

• If you win, it can be an auction 
item, your raffle prize, or 
whatever you elect to do!

• BUT mostly, it generates 
funds used to educate and 

defend TRAPPING!

You win, We win...
TRAPPING WINS!

Christmas Blanket Raf f le
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lake we caught 121 ‘rats the first 
night and 52 more the next day. 
We ended the season with 2,000+ 
‘rats and 14 mink. We also caught 
57 mink on Blue River. It’s full of 
mink and otter now. If the price 
was right, a man could do okay on 
mink.
 I’ve been hampered some 
since I fell twice, but I’m still going 
as long as I can. I’ve got some 
maple trees to cut that the storms 
broke the tops out of along with 
several uprooted oaks. There’s 
also a big cherry that was blown 
down into a big hickory uprooting 
it. The two trees have about 1,500 
feet of lumber in them.
 I’ve been a logger all my life 
and hope to have a few more 
years. One guy asked me how you 
do all you do and still keep going. 
I told him I was raised by a full 

blooded “Mother of Quaker Faith.” 
She taught me to never give up. If 
you get tired of one thing, change 
what you’re doing and break the 
monotony. Some days when I 
was growing up, I’d mow the yard 
with a push mower and then go 
fishing for a while for a change. 
The old Lost River dry bed had a 
waterhole full of cats and ‘gills and 
I’d catch a mess for supper. 
 Better close and get this in the 
box. Hope to see you old timers 
next year.

Time is slipping by pretty fast 
and the leaves on most trees 
are falling a month early. 

Ginseng has been yellow for a 
week already. A rain would put 
the leaves down and cover up the 
ginseng and golden seal. I’ve been 
doing okay and dug 8 pounds this 
month and 15 pounds yellow root.
 This brings to mind a story 
about digging on Hoosier land 
before they bought it up. I was 
digging lots of ginseng and 
everyday I’d find acres of golden 
seal that had never been dug. I 
decided I’d dig some at night. So, 
I’d dig ginseng all day, go home, 
and wash my roots. After supper, 
I told mom what I was going to 
do. She said, “OK, but don’t stay 
later than 11:00 pm.” I took my 
lantern, flashlight, two sacks, and 
headed out. I sat my lantern at the 
top of the patch and as I dug out, 
moved it down each time closer. I 
worked good and by 11:00 pm had 
two sacks full and headed home. 
When I got home, mom said, 
“You’re a bit late,” but after she 
saw two bags full, she didn’t say 
anymore. She asked me if I was 
going back. I said, “As long as it’s 
okay.” She said, “Keep it up, but 
be careful.” I ended digging 248 
pounds golden seal that summer 
and 50 pounds dry ginseng. I did 
this for years before they bought 
the land. When I left, the whole 
High Land was still covered. Most 
of the golden seal was 50 or more 
years old with several stalks on 
one root. My old fur buyer D. N. 
New paid me $2.85 a pound. Not 
bad.
 I’ve always been a go getter 
whether it’s rooting or trapping. 
Me and a buddy of mine trapped 
14 lakes one winter and just like 
the rooting, we ran traps all night. 
We mainly set conibears and 
would pull a lake the next day then 
move to another. We’d go back in 
a month and set it again. At one 

outdoor livinG
With Ron Cauble

The Old Woodsman

CLASSIFIEDS
Fur Taker Tradin’ Post

Classified ad rates are $0.25 per word. Check must accompany text submission. 
E-mail submissions are preferred, but payment must be received before ads will 
run. Any Fur Taker member is eligible for one free ad annually. USE this space 
to buy, sell, trade, or to connect with trappers in other parts of the country. It is just 
one more benefit of membership. Please limit your text to fewer then 40 words (on 
the free ones!). We expressly reserve the right to reject or edit any ad. Current ad 
purchasers: Put together text and get it to classified@furtakermagazine.com or 
the Editor.

Fur Taker Animal Trading Cards. Set of 14 cards, full color photos on the front, with 
detailed descriptions on the back - excellent for use with trapper education classes, 
particularly targeting ages 7-14. Great “hand-outs” at sports shows, etc. Cards are 
available for $1.00 a set for 1-49 sets plus S&H or $0.60 a set for 50 sets or larger 
orders plus S&H to members/chapters/affiliates. Shipping and handling costs: 
1-10 sets $4.44, 11-49 sets $11.00, 50-250 sets $14.35, over 250 inquire for cost. 
To order, contact DAN SCHWEISTHAL at (630) 851-7119 or varmintsheriff@hotmail.
com.

LENON ANIMAL LURES - Serving Trapper’s continuously since 1924! FREE shipping 
on orders over $40.00. The best in Animal Lures and How to Trap Videos. For dealer list, 
product ordering, & trapping information please visit www.lenonlures.com or email; 
john.chagnon@lenonlures.com or phone (989) 876-2646.

Favorite Sets of Top Trappers Volumes 1-4: 1 book, $15 + 4s&h = $19; any 2 books, 
$25 + 5s&h = $30; any 3 books, $38 + 7s&h = $45; Set of ALL 4--$50 + 8s&h = $58. 
Contact Fur Taker Merchandise, PO Box 98, Oregon, WI 53575 or (608) 298-3119 or 
accounting@furtakersofamerica.com.
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January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019

“CIRCLE OF FRIENDS”
Rules: All donations received starting January 1, 2019 and ending on December 31, 2019, will qualify 
for recognition. Donations will be cumulative during the year. You may make more than one donation 

during 2019 and move up accordingly on our Circle of Friends for 2019. All levels will receive a token of 
appreciation from Fur Takers

of America with top levels being recognized at the National Council Banquet. Any questions? Contributions should also be sent to: 
Fur Takers of America, Inc. PO Box 98, Oregon, WI 53575 (608) 298-3119 accounting@furtakersofamerica.com

SILVER LYNX — $5,000 OR MORE

Fur-Fish-Game
ELUSIVE BOBCAT — $2,500 - $4,999

Jeff Dunnier p WCS/Proline p Iowa Trappers Association

CLEVER COYOTE — $1,000 - $2,499
PA Trappers Assoc. n Fur Takers Ch. 17-I n KS Fur Harvesters Assoc. #42

NC Trappers Assoc. n CO Trappers Assoc. n ID Trappers Assoc. 5C
MN Trappers Assoc. n Arnold Groehler n Barry Warner n Robert Waddell 
Chris Lunn n Emerson (Butch) Bornman n John Borror n Doug McKenzie

Don Powell n Capt. Chad Baker

SLY FOX — $500 - $999
FTA Chapter 16 • PA Trappers Assoc. Dist. 9 • E.C.I.F.T. Ch. 17 • NH Trappers Assoc.

MI Trappers & Pred. Caller Assoc. •  PA Trappers Assoc. Dist. 5 • Schmidt Enterprises
Texas Trappers & Fur Hunters Assoc. • Alaska Trappers Assoc. 48-B 

Fur Takers Ch. 17-I • Jamin Buck • Christy Miller • Ken Simpson • Jared Heldt

XXXL MINK — $100 - $499
     George Waters            Jim Cronin Harold Curry Mike Sells Ken Franseen
 Bill Guiles Fred Phillips Jason Gehman Jason Wisniewski Joe Jack
 Joe Morgan John Somonick Ken Vollmer Lee Steinmeyer Marty Adams
 Richard Miller Ricky Thomsen Terry Swanson Tim Bricker John Demorlis
 David Fulwider Gary Armstrong Vernon Petro Daniel Lynch Shasho Pole 
 Southern Snares  Duke Trap Co.  Volkers Trapping Supply 
 Hoosier Trapper Supply Juniata Valley Trappers Supply 
 Southeastern Outdoor Supplies Northwest Predator & Wildlife Control  

 CT Trappers Assoc. ND Fur Takers NJ Fur Harvesters
 Fur Takers Chapter 7-G FTA Chapter 7-B SD Trappers Assoc.
 IN State Trappers Assoc. Northern Coastal Chapter PA Trappers Assoc. Dist 2
 Columbia County Trappers Assoc. NV Trappers Assoc. #23 West Central IN Fur Takers 7-F
 PA Trappers Assoc. Dist. 8 Northern Great Lakes Fur Harvesters 
 Upper Peninsula Trappers Assoc. Dist. 3
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unseen from most eyes. Wendell 
Simonson, an older and experi-
enced Officer, had shown me the 
trick. You could run slowly, close 
to shore, and watch closely at 
the stern where the boat sucked 
the water away from the edge of 
the river as you passed by. With 
the right speed and right distance 
from shore, about ten to twelve 
inches of underwater bank would 
be exposed. People who fastened 
their trot lines underwater normally 
did it just under the surface of the 
water. They were easy to find by 
using this method. 
 I showed Les a spot behind an 
island where a certain person liked 
to put out hoop nets for catfish. I 
showed him several places where 
I had made some fish trap cases 
and pointed out the cabins where 
some of those people operated 
out of. Then there was the stretch 
of river where a lot of hand fish-
ing takes place. When we came 
to a couple cabins with docks 
Les wanted to get close to see if 
the required dock permit was at-
tached. They weren’t, so now he 
would have to follow up with find-
ing the cabin owners and helping 
them apply for the permit. After 
a reasonable period of time had 
elapsed, Les would check to see 
if they had complied. If not, they 
would then get a ticket. 
 At one of the cabins I noticed 
a bathtub upside down under wa-
ter several yards below the dock. 
I explained to Les that it was a 
hand-fishing tub and showed him 
how it was used. He was amazed 
to learn about hand-fishing and 
how they did it. We hooked onto 
the bathtub and dragged it nearly 
half a mile downstream to a deep 
hole and let it loose. I’m sure 
the hand-fisherman was getting 
ready to place that tub right where 
he wanted it to get some big flat 
heads. 

 The highlight of the day, for 
Les, was near the end of our up-
stream trek. There we found a 
bulldozer just pushing some large 
trees into the river. The landowner 
had hired the dozer to clear some 
land so he could farm right up to 
the riverbank. Normally you find 
these things after the fact, but 
this time we caught the culprit in 
the act. Needless to say, the guy 
got a ticket; but more importantly, 
he was required to pull all of the 
trees back out of the river and pile 
them up along the bank. From the 
amount of work that had already 
been done, it would take several 
days for them to remove those 
trees. That case didn’t end right 
there but continued on for over a 
year. The Des Moines office and 
Environmental Protection got in-
volved and it became a very big 
case. 
 The highlight of the day, for 
me, was on our way back down 
the river. I had permission from 
a landowner to hunt artifacts on 
his land along the river. He had a 
big cornfield and the corn was up 
about two inches. I asked Les if he 
ever hunted artifacts and he said 
he had never done it and didn’t 
know how. I told him that I would 
show him. We tied up to the bank 
adjoining the field and went up 

over the bank. I hadn’t hunted that 
field yet that spring and there had 
been several heavy rains after the 
field was planted. I showed Les 
that I normally walked down the 
center of a row and would watch 
that row and the one on each side 
of it. That way I could cover three 
rows at a time. He asked how I 
could tell an artifact from a rock. 
I told him he would know the in-
stant he saw one. Turned out that 
he didn’t because I saw a super 
nice spear point ahead of where 
Les was walking. I didn’t think 
there was any way he could miss 
it, but he just walked right on past 
it. I stepped over into his rows 
and called him back. It was sitting 
very plainly in the open on a tiny 
pedestal of dirt. Rainwater had 
eroded the ground around it away 
and it was easy to see. I said that 
is what you are looking for and I 
pocketed it after he saw his mis-
take. That field produced several 
more for me that day and Les 
finally found his first arrowhead 
there too. 

Continued from page 35

Sleepy Creek #4 Longspring Numbered 
1-200 sequentially, with the Trappers College

Logo etched on the pan.
A TRUE COLLECTOR’S ITEM!

Proceeds from trap sales go to the 
Charlie & Pat Park Trappers College Scholarship Fund.

$50 + $14.35 S&H
To Order, call Louie Krumwiede (217) 781-8778 or send Check, 
Cash, or Money Order to Louie Krumwiede at:

408 S. Oak, Box 3, Buckley, IL  60918
A g r e a t c o ll e c t o r s ’ i t e m fo r a G R E A T c a u s e !

Fur Takers of America
Trappers College

Commemorative
Trap!

Sleepy Creek #4 Longspring
Numbered 1-200 sequentially, with the 

Trappers College Logo etched on the pan.

A TRUE COLLECTOR’S ITEM!
Proceeds from trap sales go to the 

Charlie & Pat Park Trappers College Scholarship Fund
only $50 + $13.65 S&H To Order, 

call Louie Krumwiede (217) 781-8778 or send Check, 
Cash, or Money Order to Louie Krumwiede at:

408 S. Oak, Box 3, Buckley, IL  60918

A great collectors’ item for a GREAT cause!

Fur Takers of America
Trappers College

Commemorative
Trap!

Comm Trap Ad 2 sizes draft_College  comm trap ad  9/3/2018  11:00 AM  Page 1
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Abel, Robert IN
Adams, John IN
Allen, Floyd NM
Anderson, Duane IL
Anderson, Greg IL
Anderson, James MN
Andres, Charles IN
Andresen, Rich SD
Armstrong, Doris IL
Armstrong, Gary IL
Arnold, Eric OH
Atkins, Richard PA
Augsburger, Jerry IL
Barbizzi, Joe DE
Barnett, Debbie IN
Barnett, Jerry Joe IN
Bateman, David Roger IN
Bazile, Shawn WI
Beck, Roger IA
Becker, Dean IL
Beckman, Rob OH
Belile, Jerry ND
Bender, Todd PA
Benson, Johnsie GA
Berget, Ronald WI
Bergstrom, Le Roy MN
Berry, Michael WI
Best, Robert PA
Bethell, Jim IL
Bigham, Gordon MI
Blaney, George ME
Bock, Carl IL
Bontrager, Steven IN
Bonvillain, Leslie IL
Borror, John KS
Brandow, Roger NY
Bray, Thomas AR
Breland, Al MS
Brenke, Mervin MN
Browder, Paul AR
Brown, Dwight KS
Brown, Frank PA
Brown, Jeff IN
Buck, Jamin WA
Campbell, Charles PA
Carmean, Ken IL
Cauble, Ron IN
Caven, Tim MN
Clark, Fred IN
Clark, Tom WI
Cobb, Steve IN
Cogill Sr, Brian ME
Cohrs, Shannon MN
Collins, Clinton NY
Conner, Mark AR
Cooper, Richard KS
Counterman Jr., Robert PA
Covin, Bart TX
Covin, Travis TX
Crabill, Darrell IN
Cronin, Jim NE
Curran, Jim NV
Curry, Harold OH
Curtis, David MN
Dahlman, Glenn CO
Del Priore, Anthony NY
Delara, Ashley PA
Demers, Kim NY
Depugh, Joe IN
Divelbess, Wayne IA

Dockham Jr, Daniel NH
Doeling, David ND
Drake, Richard IN
Dray, Russell WI
Duncan, Jess NE
Dunnier, Jeff TX
Dunstan, Eldon KS
Echterling, Kevin IN
Eckels, David PA
Edwards, James MO
Eggerstedt, Gene MI
Eickholt, Jim IA
Ellerman, Pete PA
Ellis, Rick AK
Emmerson, L C IN
Englund, Louis MN
Eppleman, Allen PA
Erickson, Bradley MN
Fisher, John NY
Fisher, Thomas NM
Flynn, Jerry MO
Fondie, Troy MN
Franseen, Ken IL
Frashier, George IL
Frederick, Terry KY
Fritsch, Howard WI
Frizzell, Bob NH
Fulwider, David IA
Gangl, Alice ND
Gangl, Bob ND
Gaulin, Michael MA
Gienow, Edward IL
Gokey, Bob ID
Gollon, Philip WI
Gorman, Bill KY
Grubb Jr, William OK
Grulkowski, William WI
Hackett, Troy WI
Hagar, David IN
Hagstrom, Gary SD
Hakala, Beth MO
Hale, Dennis NH
Hall, Owen IA
Hanger, Adam VA
Harvestine, George IL
Hast, Bob IN
Hastings, Dave NE
Hastings, Loray NE
Hayes, Philip Asa VT
Hill, Jack WI
Himes, Don PA
Himmel, Lindell IL
Holcomb, Raymond ND
Hollingsworth, W.E. LA
Holub, Mark IA
Hosler, Nelson PA
Hoyle, Don AR
Huffman, Phil IA
Hunt, Daniel NC
Inabnit, James IN
Iske, Dan NE
Jack, Joe NE
Jacobson, Larry MN
Jadush Jr, John PA
Jensen, Leroy IL
Jepson, Gary ND
Jepson, Mavis ND
Jobe, George PA
Johnson, Dennis IA
Johnson, William ND

Johnston, David AZ
Jordan, Rodney TX
Josefik, Ben IL
Josefik, Luke IL
Kane, Edgar TN
Kasper, Al MN
Kees, Bruce WI
Kempf, Jeff IA
Kirchner, Arlene IL
Kirchner, Gayle IL
Knaebel, Don MO
Kohler, Mark OH
Kotras, Ken IN
Kramer, Rusty ID
Krumwiede, Louis IL
LaCava, Ron PA
Lang, Todd IN
Leggieri, Jerry PA
Leonard, Joseph PA
Libby, Dan ME
Liegel, William WI
Lippens, James IN
Loeb, Kenneth G IA
Longnecker, Corey ND
Lowry, Ted NV
Lutz, Terry PA
Machen, Lyle IL
Mackay, Bryan CO
Macy, Donna & Roger KS
Malloy, Brett RI
Marak, Darrell IA
Marsch, Gary H KY
Marsh, Terry NC
Martin, Reuben PA
Mason, Dave IL
Masson, William MI 
McElmury, Terry MN
McEntee, George PA
McKay IV, Michael MI
Miller, Christy IN
Miller, Don NE
Miller, Richard AR
Miller, Robert KY
Minard, Shelley MI
Minard, William MI
Mishler, Ervin IN
Mitchell, Dean IA
Mitchell, Mary IA
Moore, Mark TN
Morgan, Joe TN
Morse, Raymond ME
Mounier, Jay NJ
Mullins, Norm VA
Murphy, Larry TX
Myszkowski, Robert PA
Nelson, Bryan VA
Noneman, James IA
Olson, Charles IN
Osborne, Dylan IN
Otis, Daniel MT
Papai, Joe NJ
Pate, Jeffrey ID
Pearce, Nelson NC
Perry, Mick IN
Peterson, Arnie MN
Peterson, Dave MN
Phillips, Dwight IA
Phillips, Fred IN
Pitcher, Ben ME
Porter, Randall AK

Powell, Don PA
Prang, Tom WA
Reimer, Bradley IL
Ringgold III, Roger MD
Rodd, Robert NY
Rody, John IN
Romano, Mark IL
Ross, Tim AR
Rubeck, Greg IL
Russell, John MN
Salmon, Ken PA
Schilling, Jerry IN
Schindler, Arthur IN
Schlueter, Dennis IA
Schmidt, Rodney MN
Schmitt, Susan ND
Schuhrke, Richard ND
Schweisthal, Dan IL
Scifres, David IL
Seff, Cindy AZ
Senderling, Herb PA
Shelly, Terry PA
Shippell, Thomas MI
Shoultz, Jim IN
Smathers, Ben IN
Smith, Darvin IL
Smith, Stanford BC
Sobanski Jr, Herbert CT
Sommerfield, Robert NY
Somonick, John PA
Sphar, Charlie PA
Sphar, Walter PA
Spittle, Mike PA
Sprague, Patrick VA
Squires, Harold IL
Stabenow, Ronald IL
Stahl, Brandon NE
Stain, Dave IL
Standhart, Timothy NY
Steinmetz, Bob MI
Steinmeyer, Lee KS
Stevens, Rex KS

Stockton, Dale NY
Stohler, Don IN
Stoppler, Ken ND
Streets Jr, Franklin WV
Stutz, David MN
Sullivan, Russell WI
Sykes, Charles PA
Taylor, Gary NY
Tharp, Richard IA
Tucker, Michael MN
Underwood, Curt IL
Vachavake, Ronald WI
Van Driel, Cory MN
Van Overmeiren, Robert IL
VanSteenburg, Victor NY
Vetter, Gerald NY
Vust, Ivan IA
Wagner, Joe IN
Wahlig, Jay TN
Warner, Barry PA
Warren, Mac KY
Waters, Randy IN
Wertman, Scott MI
White, P Kevin OH
Whitley, Bert IN
Whitman, James IA
Wilcox, Donald AR
Wilcox, Donald RI
Willett, Kelly IA
Willyard, Bruce ND
Wilson, Robert MO
Windschitl, Leon MN
Witman, Eugene PA
Wobbrock, Bradley MN
Woods, David PA
Worley, Kevin IN
Yeater, Randy IL
Yoder, Devon IN
Zullinger, Rodney PA

Total 291

Fta sustaininG donors
2019

Every trapper can say “THANK 
YOU” to those sustaining donors 
who do a little extra for the FTA. 

If you would like to become a 
sustaining donor, send $20 to:

FTA
PO Box 98

Oregon, WI 53575
accounting@furtakersofamerica.com

Also, forgive us if we have 
misspelled or omitted your name - 

get in touch with Steve to have
it corrected!

WIN A FTA COLLEGE COMMEMORATIVE TRAP! 
At the end of 2019, all of the sustaining members’ names will go into a hat, and there will be a drawing. The 
winner will receive a specially engraved FTA College Commemorative trap! A special thanks to Richard Miller, of 
Brickeys, AR, for the idea, and for donating the prize trap!



Fur Taker • 45

Heavy Duty Wire StretcHerS

DUKE TRAPS
America’s Best Trap Value

Free

SHiPPiNG

ON $100

OrDerS

FreeSHiPPiNGON $100OrDerS

cOilSPriNG JaW  Per Per
traPS SPreaD 1/2 DOz. DOz.
#1 ..............................4" ....................$41.50 ............$69.95
#1 Dbl. Jaw ...............4" ....................$47.50 ............$79.95
#1½ ...........................4¾" .................$45.50 ............$76.95
#1½ Dbl. Jaw ............4¾" .................$51.50 ............$86.95
#1½ Rubber Jaw .......4¾" .................$74.50 ..........$125.95
#1¾ ...........................5¼" .................$57.50 ............$96.95
#1¾ Offset .................5¼" .................$59.50 ............$99.95
#1¾ CS 4X (4 coil) ....5¼" .................$69.50 ..........$126.95
#1¾ CS 4X  offset .....5¼" .................$77.50 ..........$129.95
#2 ..............................5½" .................$63.50 ..........$106.95
#2 Offset ....................5½" .................$65.50 ..........$109.95
#3 ..............................6" ....................$77.50 ..........$126.95
#3 Offset ....................6" ....................$78.50 ..........$129.95
#3 Rubber Jaw ..........6" ....................$95.50 ..........$159.95
#4 CS 4X  ..................6½"  ................$93.50 ..........$156.95
#4 CS 4X offset .........6½"  ................$95.50 ..........$159.95
#4 Rub. Jaw 4X .........6½" ...............$115.50 ..........$199.95
BODy traPS
#110  S. Spring ..........4½" .................$28.50 ............$45.95
#110 Mag. .................4½...................$29.50 ............$49.95
#120 D. Spring ..........4½" .................$47.50 ............$79.95
#155 D. Spring ..........5......................$53.50 ............$89.95
#160 D. Spring ..........6" ....................$57.50 ............$96.95
#220  J'spread 7"   ....ea. $11.99 .......$71.50 .......... $119.95
#280  J'spread 8" ......ea. $16.99.......$99.50 ..........$169.95
#330  J'spread 10"   ..ea. $20.99.....$125.50 ..........$209.95
#330 Mag. .................ea. $21.99.....$129.50 ..........$219.95
lONGSPriNG
#0 S. Spring ..............3½" .................$41.50 ............$75.95
#1 S. Spring ..............4" ....................$47.50 ............$79.95
#1 Dbl. Jaw ...............4" ....................$49.50 ............$81.95
#1 Guard Trap ...........4" ....................$59.50 ............$99.95
#11 Dbl. Spring ..........4" ....................$53.50 ............$89.95
#11 Dbl. Jaw ..............4" ....................$56.50 ............$95.95

DUKE COMPANY

"Guide To Trapping" by Jim  Spencer ........$19.95
Bodytrap Safety Grip Tool ............................$5.95 
Large Setting Tongs for #330 & #220 ..........$7.95 
Trap Stakes 3/8" round, 18"...............$17.95 doz.
Drags: 2 Prong Fox ...........................$12.95 doz.
2 Prong 3/8" H.D. Coyote-wolf drag ..$22.95 doz. 
Drowner Locks.....................................$3.95 doz.
Heavy Duty S-hooks ............................$1.95 doz.
Double Swivels ....................................$5.50 doz.
Stake Swivels ......................................$4.50 doz.
Trappers Cap, Model A (for DUKE #1½) .....$6.95
Model B (for DUKE #1¾ & #2 Coilspring) ...$7.95
Model C (for #3 Coilspring)..........................$7.95
Trapper Tie Wire 14 or 16 Gauge ..........$4.95 roll
E-Z Reeler Tie Wire Reel...........................$21.95
Trappers Pliers ............................................$6.95 
Leather Sheath for Pliers .............................$4.75
25 Trap Pan Covers (State Size) .........$2.95 pkg.
Wood Dirt Sifter $5.95  ......................Metal $7.95 
25 Write Your Own Trap Tags ..............$2.95 pkg.
Dry Antifreeze Crystals ................................$2.95
22" Trowel Narrow or Standard ...................$8.95 
Sod Buster .................................................$14.95
S-Hook Tool .................................................$8.95

traP PreParatiON DePartmeNt

aNDy StOe'S SPeeD DiP - Dye your 
traps without boiling. Trapline tested. Kills 
foreign odors. Quick, easy economical. 
Specify black or brown.  1 qt. $10.95

FOrmula 1 traP DiP - Mixes with water. Black or 
Brown. Instructions Included.  $17.95 per quart.
lOGWOOD traP Dye - Dyes traps a deep blue black. 

$3.25 lb.
Pure traP Wax - Instructions Included  $3.25 lb

P.O. Box 555 • West Point, MS 39773
(662) 494-6767  www.duketraps.com

#1 Muskrat $20.50/6; $35.95 doz.
#4 Coon & Fox $75.95 doz.
#5 Coon & Fox $89.95 doz.
#6 Coyote $99.95 doz.

Metal Tail Stripper  $3.95  Plastic Tail Stripper $2.95 
Tail Splitting Guide $2.95 Skinning Gambrel $6.95 ea.
1 Handle Fleshing Tool  $6.95  Fur Hanger $4.50 ea.
2 Handle Fleshing Tool $12.95 Push Pins $5.95 box
H. Duty Skinning Apron $9.95 Beaver Knife $12.95
Scotch Fur Comb $8.95 Tail Zipper $3.95 
Deluxe Pelting Knife $12.95 CAM-NU Sharpener $9.95

NEW! Duke 550 Offset Pro .......... $15.99 ea .............$89.50 per 6 ...........$159.95 doz.
Duke #2 Square Jaw  Reg $68.50/6, $115.95 per doz. - O.S. $71.5/6, $119.95 per doz.
Duke DP coon trap with Camo Brown Coating $12.99 ea.   $77.50 per 6   $129.95 doz.
MB 750 Beaver Special 7½" Coilspring ........$29.99 ea ...... $179.50 per 6..... $299.95 doz.
Duke #5 DlS with Paws-I-Trip pan 7½" .......$32.99 ea ...... $197.50 per 6..... $329.95 doz
Snare #1 Snare Shop Snare (beaver, fox, coon, coyote) ............................... $14.95 doz
Shop #2 Coyote Eliminator Snare (fox, coyote, bobcat) ............................... $15.95 doz
Snares #3 Small Game Snare (squirrel, woodchuck, rabbit, skunk) ................ $13.95 doz
 #4 Cable Restraint Snare (coyote, fox, coon, beaver) ......................... $16.95 doz

PrOliNe BOOtS Sizes 7-13
Green Industrial Hip .....................$39.95
Green Industrial Hip , ins ..............$49.95
12" Fox Gloves ..........................$4.95 pr.
14" Fox Gloves ..........................$6.95 pr.
Elbow Length Gloves.................$9.95 pr.
HD Shoulder Gauntlets........... $23.95 pr.

 #6 16" J.S. $315.00 ea. 
#16 16" J.S. (Offset)  $315.00 ea.

#15 12" J.S. $215.00 ea.

Coon Lure
Badger Lure
Beaver Lure
Coy. & Wolf 100
Coy. Spec. 200 
Coyote 400
Coyote 500
Red Fox 100
Red & Grey 200
Water Set 300
R.F. Food 400
Wiley Red 500
LDC 600
Red Rey. 700
Widow Mkr. 800
Otter Lure

Sure Catch
Coyote #10
Fox & Coy. #4
G.F. Food
Grey Fox 100
Wildcat #1-#2
Mink #1-#2
Muskrat #1-#2
Big 3 Lure
Marten Lure
Fisher Lure
Coon Bait
Fox Bait
4 oz. R.F. Urine
4 oz. Mink Urine

Hawbaker lures - $6.00

lureS & BaitS

Pelt PreParatiON DePartmeNt

BOOtS & GlOveS 

Duke Bear traPS

OrDeriNG iNFOrmatiON
All orders of $100 or more are postage paid. Orders less than 
$100 must add $8.00 shipping. Zip Codes beginning with 
8, 9, and Montana add $8.00 extra shipping. Alaska orders 
add $8.00 plus 15% extra shipping. COD Fee $10.00 per 
shipping carton. Mississippi orders add 7% sales tax. The 
most economical way to order is by sending a money order or 
cashiers check. (Personal checks held 2 weeks until cleared.) 
For faster service we accept Visa, Mastercard, and Discover, 
or COD. Most phone orders shipped in 24 hours or less. 
canada orders & pricing contact: Halford Hide,
8629 126th Ave., Edmonton, AB T5B 1G8 
  www.halfordsmailorder.com canada orders only.

acceSSOrieS

Bear traPScaGe traPS
HD Medium 26X9X9  .................... $49.95
HD Large 30X12X12 .................... $59.95
HD X Large 36X15X14 ................. $79.95
HD XX Large 36x15x20 ................ $99.95 
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Idaho Trappers assoc. 5-c
Greetings from Idaho! Always 
excited to write these president 
reports and let you all know what 
is going on in Idaho. Since I’m a 
high school head football coach my 
days now got busier but I always 
have time for ITA issues.
 We had a fantastic banquet on 
Sep 7th. We had representatives 
from Idaho Houndsmen Associa-
tion, East Idaho Houndsmen Asso-
ciation, Nevada Trappers Associ-
ation, Idaho Conservation Officers 
Association, Idaho Fish and Game 
director, Idaho Fish and Game 
commissioners, governor’s office, 
State Reps, State Senators, Farm 
Bureau, and Idaho Cattlemen’s 
Association. Everyone had a great 
time at the banquet and we raised 
some much needed money but 
developing these relationships with 
these other groups is critical when 
we have a anti trapping ballot ini-
tiative. We can NOT do this alone!
 A big thank you to our gun 
sponsors: Colorado Trappers As-
soc., Montana Trappers Assoc., 
Foundation for Wildlife Manage-
ment, Idaho Conservation Officers 
Assoc., Idaho Cattlemen Assoc., 
Intermountain Fur Harvesters, 
Harris Traps, Shelby Schofield, 
Wild River Taxidermy, Falls Brand 
Meats, Rusty Kramer, Bruce Bar-
tow, Wild River Taxidermy, Idaho 
Houndsmen Assoc., Michael Stew-
art, Randall Burr, Rodney Gonza-
les, Jay and Becky Faulkner and 
Neil Helmick.
 A big thank you to Keisha Tran 
and the FBU. We could not have 
done this banquet without a great 
partner like the FBU. Fur Bearers 
Unlimited is the ITA’s fundraising 
group. We should all support both 
of those organizations. It was 

only two short years ago that they 
halved a $75,000 bill we had with 
the lynx lawsuit. We cannot go at 
another anti-trapping lawsuit with-
out partners! Also, thank you to all 
of the volunteers and gun spon-
sors!
 The Idaho Trappers Associa-
tion has secured a bid for the 2020 
NTA Western at the Elmore Coun-
ty Fairgrounds on June 5 and 6, 
2020. I have a goal of making this 
the biggest NTA Western ever! I 
have some new ideas to make it a 
great event. We are going to have 
a banquet dinner with big auction, 
kids events, bonfire activities and 
a band on Saturday night. Motels 
are limited in Glenns Ferry but Mt 
Home is only 20 minutes away 
and they have a bunch of motels. 
My phone is already blowing off 
the hook with vendors and people 
doing demos. Trust me, this will 
be the biggest collection of wolf 
trapping demos ever assembled 
as well as marten trapping, water 
trapping and coyote calling. I am 
trying to assemble some of the 
“living legends” to have a round 
table discussion as a demo. Some 
of these legends won’t be around 
forever so I want to get a group of 
them gathered up for a great story 
and Q & A session. Vickie Wright 
with the NTA is taking care of ven-
dor tables though. Her contact info 
is 231-907-0977 vwright@national-
trappers.com.
 We have some changes to the 
fur sales this year. It will be in the 
same location (Glenns Ferry) and 
the same times (third weekend of 
January and second weekend of 
March). People have asked about 
the dates and the dates will be set 
and never change. The reason for 
this is I don’t want the fur buyers 
having to choose whether to go 

to Glenns Ferry or Fallon Nevada 
sale or Prineville Oregon sale or 
cat tagging event in Elko Nevada. I 
want there to be one option for that 
weekend. 
 Some of the changes will be 
behind the scenes to try and speed 
up the sale. The other change will 
be that we are lengthening out the 
days we will take fur and fur buyers 
can grade. This way we won’t run 
into the problem we had last year 
on too much fur to grade in one 
day. It will be ran as one sale on 
Saturday but graders will grade fur 
on Friday and Saturday. Check in 
on fur will be on Thursday night, all 
day Friday and Saturday morning 
until 10 AM. 
 I need to have as much fur 
as possible by Friday night so fur 
buyers have a chance to grade it 
early. They cannot grade 2,000 
coyotes in one day. With the pro-
jected high prices on cats and 
coyotes I don’t want to unexpect-
edly run over a day like last year. 
I will have the buyers at the sale, 
get as much prime well-handled 
coyotes and cats as you can. As 
always all well-handled fur will 
have value but those two species 
are really in demand. Last year the 
Idaho Trappers Association fur sale 
had the highest average of any 
coyote state sale in the US. But 
we need the fur there! More fur = 
more buyers = more competition 
for your fur. Of course it will be an 
all-around great event. Trapping 
demos, fleshing demos, fish and 
game will be tagging bobcats, live 
auction with the legendary George 
Kortum auctioneering, and general 
membership meeting. Even if you 
don’t have fur to sell you will want 
to come over and check it out.
  Thank you
 Rusty Kramer 
 ITA President
 208-870-3217
 idahotrapguy@hotmail.com

New MexIco Trappers assoc. #19
The season will be on us when 
you’re reading this. The NMTA 
is busy trying to keep our lion 
trapping and holding off a 
bunch of proposals to the Game 

ChaPter & aFFiliate
rePorts

Send reports to: Tasha Arnold at submissions@furtakersofamerica.com 
or mail them to the Editor (Remember: deadlines for submissions are the 
10th of the month preceding publications. For example to be in the January 
issue, materials must be received by December 10.)

mailto:idahotrapguy@hotmail.com
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Contact Rusty Kramer at (208) 870-
3217 with questions.
JUNE
June 18-20—FTA Rendezvous. 
Clark County 4-H Fairgrounds, 9608 
Highway 62, Charlestown, IN 47111. 
Contact Charles Davis (812) 801-3033 
with questions.

DECEMBER
December 15—Central Main 
Chapter Annual Fall Fur Auction. 
Palmyra Community Center, Palmyra, 
ME at 8:00 a.m. For more information 
contact Ted Perkins at (207) 947-5106.
December 20-22—MO FTA Ch. 20 
Trapping School. Dubbert Auction 
Center, 72320 Weber St., Fortuna, 
MO 65034. Sleeping accommodations 
(bring a cot) and meals are included. 
Donations gladly accepted. Contact 
Jim Homan (573) 378-9005 or 
Don Knaebel (573) 286-7088 with 
questions.
JANUARY
January 17-18—Idaho Trappers 
Assoc. Fur Sale. Elmore County 
Fairgrounds, Glenns Ferry, Idaho. 
Contact Rusty Kramer at (208) 870-
3217 with questions.
January 18—Pennsylvania 
Trappers Association District 10 
Live Bid Fur Auction. Stockertown 
Rod & Gun Club (205 Le Fevre Rd. 
Stockertown, PA 18083). Doors open 
at 8 am, auction starts at 9 am. PTA 
membership and furtaker license 
required. Contact: Bob Counterman 
610-759-9203.
FEBRUARY
February 8—Indiana State Trappers 
Association Fur Sale. Miami Co. 
Fairgrounds, 1079 W 200 N, Peru, IN 
46970. Doors open at 7 AM. Sale at 9 
AM. Contact Byron Tiede (219) 863-
3803.
February 15—FTA Chapter 7 Fur 
Sale. LaGrange County Fairgrounds, 
LaGrange, IN. Will start grading fur at 
7:00 a.m. Sale starts at 9:00 a.m. Call 
Gary Walchle (260) 463-1529 or Joby 
Morr (260) 242-4140 with questions.
MARCH
March 13-14—Idaho Trappers 
Assoc. Fur Sale. Elmore County 
Fairgrounds, Glenns Ferry, Idaho. 

Commission that will adversely 
affect your ability to run traps. 
It seems the New Mexico 
Department of Game and Fish 
(NMDGF) is trying to appease 
the groups that are against us by 
coming up with these proposals. 
They even admitted at the 
commission meeting in Santa Fe 
that there is no biological or any 
reason for eliminating cougar 
trapping other than it’s not socially 
acceptable.
 A Game Commission meeting 
will be held November 21 at 9 
AM at the NMDGF office. These 
are public meetings so we need 
representation. Some meetings 
have already taken place by the 
time this is published; at Santa 
Fe my wife and I were the only 
trappers present, we were vastly 
outnumbered. Even if you don’t 
testify, just having you there would 
help.
 I’m looking forward to this 
season as I’ve got some new 
things to try and I’m seeing rabbits 
again after a couple of years of 
very few. To those of you who 
copied the lure formula that I 
handed out at the fur sale, let me 
know how you do with it. The one 
ingredient I use and can no longer 
get I substituted an artificial stink, 
it seems to work on beaver so will 
see how it goes.
 Mandatory trapper training is 
coming! From what I understand 
it will be online and EVERYONE 
will have to pass it, whether or 
not you have held a trapping 
license before. With all the new 
regulations being proposed the 
trapping course may leave a lot to 
be desired.
 To find out what is going 
on go to www.wildlife.state.
nm.us and check out proposals 
under consideration to comment 
and also comment to the game 
commissioners whose info is on 
that site as well. 
 Enjoy the season. It’s a good 
time to be a trapper!
 Tom Fisher

Send your upcoming events to: 
submissions@furtakermagazine.com 

or mail them directly to the 
Editor. Remember: Deadline for 

submissions is the 5th of the month 
preceding publication. For example, 

to be in the December issue, 
materials must be received 

by November 5.

Upcoming Events

CHaPtErs & aFFiliatEs:
Make your event famous at
furtakersofamerica.com
Get those great photos of 
events going on, chapter 
activities, fur sales, great 
catches ... and have them 
posted on the FTA Website 

for all members to see!
WE WILL ALL ENJOY

CHECKING THEM OUT!
Send photos to

dleckels@verizon.net with 
“For the FTA Website” in 
the subject. (And never 

forget that the Anti trappers 
are always watching, and 

looking for photos that 
don’t present animals 

respectfully!)
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ALABAMA
Affiliate 22-D
AL Trprs & Pred.Contl 
Assoc.
Mike Sievering.
291 Elam School House Rd
Brent, AL 35034
(205) 926-4072
vsievering@atpca.org

ALASKA
 Affiliate 48
AK Frontier Trappers 
Assoc.
Jeff Tuttle
331 Anna St
Palmer, AK  99645
alskafrontiertrappersassoc@
                            gmail.com

Affiliate 48-B 
Alaska Trappers Assoc.
Randy Zarnke
219 Slater Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99701
(907) 452.6857
itrap2@gci.net

ARIZONA
Affiliate 18
Arizona Trappers Assoc.
Nature Conservancy  
% Ron Day
6502 N. Muleshoe Ranch Rd.
Willcox, AZ 85643
(928) 300-8684

ARKANSAS
Chapter 29 
SW Arkansas Fur Takers
Don D. Hoyle
147 Polk 225
Cove, AR 71937
(479) 234-8777
gunswapper@yahoo.com

Chapter 29-B
East AR Fur Takers
Eric Kindsfater
265 Sunny Gap Road
Conway, AR 72032
(501) 730-8208
ekindsfater@gmail.com

Affiliate 29-C
Arkansas Trappers Assoc.
7611 White Oak Rd. 
Mulberry, AR  72947
(870) 403-2469
info@arkansastrappers.org

COLORADO
Affiliate 32
CO Traprs & Pred. Hunters 
Assoc.
Dan Gates
P.O. Box 128
Canon City, CO 81215
(719) 269-7972
dan@coloradoriacritter.com

CONNECTICUT
Affiliate 13
Connecticut Trappers Assoc.
Alex Breen 
23 Old Kentwood Rd  E 
Haddam CT  06423  
(609) 805-7146  
huntnfreak@icloud.com

Affiliate 13-B   
CT Fur Harvesters Assoc.
Branden Bergeron
PO Box 422
Enfield, CT 06083-422
(860) 377-7640
affiliate_director@
ctfurharvesters.com

FLORIDA
Affiliate 36
Florida Trappers Assoc. 
Steve Lee
PO Box 815
Groveland, FL 34736
(352) 267-5547
stvalnle@gmail.com

GEORGIA
Affiliate 21
Georgia Trappers Assoc.
Tommy Keys
PO Box 1005
Pine Mt, GA 31822
(706) 628-4686
Sandtfarmswildlife@gmail.com

IDAHO
Affiliate 5-B
Upper Snake River 
Trappers of  Idaho
Bob Gokey
2975 E 650 
Roberts ID 83444
(208) 228-6561
chiefgok@msn.com

Affiliate 5-C
Idaho Trappers Assoc.
Rusty Kramer
246B South Hwy 46
Fairfield, ID  83327
(208) 870-3217
idahotrapguy@hotmail.com

ILLINOIS
Chapter 17
East Cent. IL Fur Takers
Louie Krumwiede
408 S. Oak, Box 3, 
Buckley, IL 60918
(217) 394-2577
krumui5@gmail.com

Chapter 17-B
NW Illinois Fur Takers
John Wilson
2248 River Rd.
Freeport, IL 61032
(815) 232-8059
monica@huntyr.com

Chapter 17-C
Mid-State Trappers Assoc.
Gary Isbell
317 N. High St.
Trivoli, IL 61569
(309) 362-2498

Chapter 17-F
Craig Gottfried
602 York Dr.
Fairfield, IL 62837
(618) 842-7797
memaandbubba@frontier.com

Chapter 17-I
N. Central IL Fur Takers
Dan Schweisthal
656 Kimberly Lane
Montgomery, IL  60538
(630) 851-7119
varmintsheriff@hotmail.com

Affiliate 17-J 
Illinois Trapper’s Assoc. 
George Walker
PO Box 432
Colfax, IL 61728
(309) 723-3081

INDIANA
Chapter 7
NE Indiana Fur Takers
Gary Walchle
6530 N. 300 E.
Howe, IN  46746
(260) 463-1529

Chapter 7-B
Central IN Fur Takers
Jim Mahoney
5851 W Ohio Ridge
Columbus, IN 47201
(812) 374-7709
jmmahoney1939@gmail.com

Chapter 7-C
Southern INFur Takers
Scott Silke
1833 W. Kelly Rd.
Boonville, IN  47601
(812) 453-0753
cssilke@hotmail.com
 
Chapter 7-F
W. Central IN Fur Takers
Brad Collings
1945 E. Collings Rd.
Rosedale, IN  47874
(765) 548-2937
bcollings@csnLLc.com

Chapter 7-G
SE Indiana Fur Takers
Charles Davis
2954 South St. Rd. 3
Scottsburg, IN  47170
(812) 801-3033

Affiliate 7- I
Indiana Trappers Assoc.
Stu Grell
2220E 1400N
Attica, IN  47918
(765) 363-2207

IOWA
Chapter 16
Owen Hall 
P O Box 178 
Central City IA 52214
(319) 389-2222
ohall1963@yahoo.com

Affiliate 16-C
Iowa Trappers Assoc. 
George Shaw
8 Mayridge Dr.
Shenandoah, IA 51601
(402) 699-9108
gshaw1567@gmail.com

KANSAS
Affiliate 42 
John Borror
9519 Marion Road
Fredonia, KS  66736
jbtrapsalot@yahoo.com 

KENTUCKY
Chapter 12
Kentucky Fur Takers
Dave Dykes
152 Mapleview Court
Mt. Washington, KY 40047 
(502) 538-3290

MAINE
Affiliate 30
Maine Trappers Assoc. 
Brian Cogill Sr. 
416 Moulton Hill Rd 
Parsonfield ME 04047
(207) 793-4605

Affiliate 30-B
Kennebec Valley Fur Takers
Robert Abbot
413 Preble Ave.
Madison, ME  04950   
diabbott@myfairpoint.net   
(207) 696-5388

Affiliate 30-C
Maine Capital Area 
Trappers
Billy Holt
23 Plains Rd 
Leeds ME 04263 
(207) 713-9118
duckdowner1997@gmail.com

Affiliate 30-D
Union River of MTA
Paul Favolise
115 Furnsworth Rd
Columbia, ME  04623
(207) 483-4779
littleriverrat@outlook.com

Affiliate 30-E
Carrabassett Valley 
Trappers
Jerry Lebeau
PO Box 98
North Anson, ME 04958

Affiliate 30-FCentral Maine 
Trappers Assoc.
Daniel McAllister
54 Patterson Road
Hampden, ME 04444
(207) 862-3943 

Affiliate 30-G
Western Maine Trappers 
Brian Cogill
416 Moulton Hill Road
Parsonsfield, ME 04047
brian.cogill@yahoo.com

Affiliate 30-H
Androscoggin Area 
Trappers  of Maine
Scott Soucy
110 Plains Rd.
Leeds, ME 34263
 (207) 576-1828
stmning@gmail.com

Affiliate 30-I
Northern Costal Trappers 
of ME
Gerald Whitcomb
21 Hakk Hill
Brooks, ME    04921
(207) 722-3077
starfield@fairpoint.net

Affiliate 30-J
York County Trappers 
of ME
Christopher Hill
20 North Avenue
Sanford ME 04073
(207) 252-1183
CreatureCatcherMaine@
gmail.com

MARYLAND
Affiliate 31
MD Fur Trappers, Inc.
Travis Campbell 
PO Box 366 
Owings, MD  20736
(443) 771-4110  
biscuitbakin314@gmail.com

MICHIGAN
Affiliate 10-B
MI Trappers  & Predator 
Callers Association
Craig Schafer
2988 Van Vleck Rd
Fenwick, MI 48834
cashafer@mtpa.com

Affiliate 10-D
U.P. Trappers Assoc. Dist. 3
Duane Helves
W5623 River Meadow Ln
Norway, MI  49870
(906) 563-9559
lutefisk642@hotmail.com

Affiliate 10-E
Northern Great Lakes 
Fur Harvesters 
Mark Spencer
N4552 Spencer LN 
Moran, MI 49760
(906) 292-4779
spenfurs@lighhouse.net 

MINNESOTA
Affiliate 25 
Minnesota Trappers Assoc.
Dan Collins
14706 County Road 12
Pengilly MN  55775
(507) 339-3623
Trapperdan218@gmail.com 

Affiliate 25-B
Commercial Trappers of MN
Michael Tucker
3500 W. 108th St.
Bloomington, MN 55431
(952) 884.3707
michaeltucker59@gmail.com

MISSOURI
Missouri Chapter 20 
Paul Higdon 
7850 N Farm Rd 129
Willard, MO 65781
(417) 844-0735

Affiliate 20-B
Missouri Trappers Assoc.
Bart Hiller
32224 Lookout Road
Sedalia, MO  65301
(660) 826-7580

Affiliate 20-C
Missouri District 3  
Jason Vandegriffe  
3593 4th Street 
Owensville, MO 65066
demo33@fidnet.com 
 (573) 291-6512

MONTANA
Montana Fur Harvesters 
Kenneth Cordoza, Jr.
P.O. Box 3481
Kalispell, MT. 59903
mtfurs@gmail.com

Affiliate 43
Montana Trappers Assoc.
Robert Sheppard 
PO Box 129 
Ovando, MT  59854
(406) 793-5885
Bob.sheppard@blackfoot.net

NEBRASKA
Affiliate 41 
Nebraska Fur Harvesters
Dave Hastings
6 Shady Acres
Lemoyne, NE 69146
(308) 355*2439
davechastings@gmail.com

NEVADA
Affiliate 23
Nevada Trappers Assoc.
Jim Curran
4170 St. Clair Rd
Fallon, NV 89406
(775) 867-2239
jcurran@cccomm.net

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Affiliate 37
New Hampshire Trprs Assoc.
Anton Kaska
890 Goffstown Rd 
Manchester, NH 03102 
anton@borealis-traders.com

NEW JERSEY
Affiliate 14-C
New Jersey Trapper’s Assoc.
Thomas Mulea
184 Jonestown Rd.
Oxford, NJ 07683
(908) 752-3616

Affiliate 14-D
New Jersey Fur Harvesters 
Joe Papai
304 3rd Avenue
Bordertown, NJ  08505
(609) 298-6263

NEW MEXICO
Affiliate 19
New Mexico Trappers Assoc.
Tom Fisher
PO Box 634
Tierra Amarilla, NM 87575
(575) 588-7139
realecologyco@hotmail.com
NEW YORK
Affiliate 2-B 
NY State Trappers Assoc.
Ken Hellijas
477 Loonenburgh Tpke.
Cobleskill, NY 12043
(518) 234-3715
kritterpatrol@yahoo.com

Affiliate 2-C
Columbia County Trprs Assoc.
Richard Leggett
399 Leggett Rd
Ghent, NY  12075
(518) 392-2062

NORTH CAROLINA
Affiliate 45
North Carolina Tr. Assoc.
Robert Newsome 
PO Box 61
McGrady, NC 28649
(252) 925-6920
sgtnunu@yahoo.com

NORTH DAKOTA
Chapter 3
North Dakota Fur Takers 
Bruce Willyard
431 69th Avenue SE
Carrington, ND  58421
(701) 652-2109
bwilly@daktel.com

OHIO
Chapter 8
North East Ohio Fur Takers
James Jones
63 Hyland Drive
Akron, OH  44312

Affiliate 8-B
N. Am. Trap Collectors Assoc. 
Thomas Parr
PO Box 94
Galloway, OH 43119
(614) 878-6011

Affiliate 8-C
Ohio State Trappers Assoc.
Bill Davis
PO Box 119
Radnor, OH 43066
(330) 465-8762

OKLAHOMA
Affiliate 27
OK Furbearers Alliance
Gene Calloway
16100 W Greasy Bend Rd
Mannsville, OK 73447
(580) 371-3364
trappercalaway@yahoo.com

OREGON
Affiliate 11
Oregon Trappers Assoc,
Paul Carlisle
409 N. 64th Street
Springfield, OR  97478
pc_carlisle1@msn.com

PENNSYLVANIA
Affiliate 6
PA Trappers Assoc.
Dave Eckels
253 Lutes RD
Finleyville, PA 15332
(724) 348-6721 
dleckels@verizon.net

Affiliate 6-B
PA Trappers Assoc. District 8
George McEntee
PO box 179
Summerdale, Pa. 17093
(717) 732-8099

Affiliate 6-C
PA Trappers, District 10
Scot Mucha
1613 Teels RD
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
(610) 863-9759

Affiliate 6-D
PA Trappers District 9
Mark (Bill) Kasten 
RR 2, Box 2287
Hallstead , PA 18822       
(570) 278-2553  
willsher@epix.net 
 
Affiliate 6-E
PA Trappers District 2
Paul Murray
190 Slease Rd.
Kittaning, Pa. 16201
(724) 545-6638

Affiliate 6-F
PA Trappers District 1
John Chase
37 Gilette St.
Union City, PA 16438

Affiliate 6-G
PA Trappers District 3
Dave Eckels
253 Lutes RD
Finleyville, PA 15332
(724) 348-6721 
dleckels@verizon.net

Affiliate 6-H
PA Trappers District 11
Ralph Wagner II
3087 Turnpike RD
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
(717) 580-1738
ralph.wagner@millersville.edu

Affiliate 6- I
PA Trappers Assoc. District 7
Pete Rake
PO Box 119
Washingtonville, PA 17884
(570) 437-2679
minkman46@aol.com

Affiliate 6-J
PA Trappers Assoc. Dist.12  
David Rogers
458 Mt. Pleasant RD
Honey Brook, PA 19344
(610) 273-7946  

Affiliate 6-K
PA Trappers Assoc. District 5
Michael Ridilla
1106 Klines Mill Rd.
Boswell, PA  15531
(814) 279-1395

SOUTH DAKOTA
Affiliate 39
South Dakota Trappers Assoc.
Pete Peterson
22251 448th Ave. 
Ramona, SD 57054
trapperpete@alliancecom.net

TENNESSEE
Affiliate 24-B
Tennessee Fur Harvesters 
Assoc.
Laura Smith
160 Autumn Lane
Wilder, TN 38589
(931) 303-7711
ladytrapper@gmail.com

Chapter 24-C
West Tennessee Fur Takers
Jay Wahlig
8175 Blue Lagoon Drive
Arlington, TN 38002
(901) 451-0498

TEXAS
Affiliate 4-C
TX Trappers & Fur Hntrs. 
Assoc.
Jeff Dunnier
5286 Harris Lake Road
Marshall, TX  75672
(903) 935-3561

VERMONT
Affiliate 47
Vermont Trappers Assoc.
Bruce Baroffio
65 Houston St.
Northfield, VT  05663
bbaroffio@hotmail.com

VIRGINIA
Affiliate 9
VA Trappers Association
Travis Bandy 
231 Gillespie Road
Pounding Mill, VA 24367
(276) 210-7105

Affiliate 9-B
VA Trappers Assoc. Dist. 1
Travis Bandy
231 Gillespie Rd.
Pounding Mill, VA  24637
(276) 210.7105
travisbandy@Ymail.com

WASHINGTON
Affiliate 46
WA State Trappers Assoc.
Ralph Dobson
711 196th ST. NW
Arlington, WA 98223
(360) 652-2132
rlph.dobson@gmail.com

WEST VIRGINIA
Affiliate 38
West Virginia Trprs Assoc.
Jack Baisden
32 Maim Ave.
Logan WV 25601
(304) 752-8539 

WISCONSIN
Affiliate 35 
Wisconsin Trappers Assoc. 
Arnold R. Groehler
W383N9050 Klug Court
Oconomowoc, WI 56056
(262) 490-9363
jmgroehler@aol.com

NTA
524 5th St.
Bedford, IN  47421
(812) 277-9670

Sportsmen’s Alliance (SA)
801 Kingsmill Parkway
Columbus, OH  43229
(614) 888-4868
www.ussportsmen.org

Fta ChaPters & aFFiliates

Additions or Corrections? 
Please contact:

Patty Lowe
9546 East Street, Box 63A

Edinburgh, IN 46124
(812) 603-3204

patty.lowe9546@yahoo.com

Call: 800-272-8727 • Online: www.livetrap.com

MANUFACTURED AND ASSEMBLED  
BY THE HARDWORKING EMPLOYEES OF  

TOMAHAWK LIVE TRAP • HAZELHURST, WISCONSIN

•  Made from high tensile, heavy gauge galvanized wire mesh  
for superior strength and higher corrosion resistance.

• Trap frame and doors contain 25% more reinforcing rods.

•  Trap frame consists entirely of ½” x 1” mesh which adds  
strength, protects bait area, and prevents animal damage to  
surrounding area.

•  Spring loaded doors with super strong “fast action” springs  
to insure instant door closure which prevents animals from  
backing out.

•  Optional reinforced rear release door with secure locking  
device.  Allows for safe releases and easy baiting, yet strong  
and escape proof.

•  “Sure-Fire” trip mechanism with brass roller system assures nearly 
100% capture rate.

•  Powder Coating available on all Tomahawk Professional  
Series traps.

Tomahawk Professional  
Series Traps
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Wildlife Control Supplies
u Experience   u Knowledge   u Products for Professionals   u “One-Stop” Shopping

Get Ready for  
 Beaver Season!

k  7.5” jawspread 
k  Four powerful coilsprings
k  Extremely fast
k  Custom pan system 
k  Baseplated with a D-ring

The PRO-7.5 is the  
right tool for the job

Premier Supplier to  
Wildlife Control Professionals

Call toll-free 877-684-7262
www.ShopWCS.com
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