2017 FTA 2

Special
Report

Mast af the photos in this story were
taioen by Justin Jer Sustin war ropped as
the “Media Specialist™ for this year &
college, and fe ofeorly rose o the aoea-
sion, inchuding bath Facehook and fidm.
Thamie! (Chael pur FT4 an Farahoods!)

Adso thanks to Ronnlz Kocher and Dean

Bowtz, wiho vhared Phatos ox wedl. **1 was here for about a half an hour when  rock bottom. Trappers who hawve done the

~Editor | gaid, *These are my kind of people.™ same thing for decades can naturally as-

First question? “Why go?™ Ignowance is really the assumption that  gome that they are not lilkely to discover

*1 leamed more i the firet day and half”  there is nothing left €0 learn. When you any new information that iz of valhe.
tham 1 expected tor learn all wreck™ think you ko it all, you elearly have kit Cleardy the Trappers College i= a great

S NG o #‘_- —
Brian McGowan works owt logistics and prepares to introduce
Savanna Varughn. Brian is with Purdue University and has been
a key asxet for the college for many years.
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. ""J: Abave, Doug McKenzie begins |
A thee instruction with his group.

Lefft, Savanna Vanghn, Property

| Manager, defivers a “Welcome |
to Pigeon River Fish and

Wiliflife Area™ presentation,




example of how foolish that can be.

The 2017 Trappers College scagion: was
pretty roach all that the stodents and in-
structors had hoped for. Folks who were
just starting, trappers who were likely very
comfortable with one or tovo specics but
need help with the reat, and veteran trap-
pers who know that cven the things that
dom’t seem significant can greatly improve
the: harvest, the damage control efficicncy,
and the sohition to a particularhy challeng-
ing criter or circumstance—nearly all lev-
cla leamed, shared, and met folks they arc
not likeky to forgot.

Often one of the most important anewers
to the “why go?" question is in the net-
working. Mecting trappers from all over
the: coumtry and the world, mecting instroc-
tors fromy simnilarly diverse geographics,
and being able to contact those tara re-
souress in the finture can be one of the
mast significant “rake home™ prizes from
the college.

It is alse impertant to noto that lasting
friendships always devclop. Start with
folks of similar interests and expericnces,
enhance their education and share some
great moments together, and it is versr un-
lilkeely that a student would not have con-
nections for most any fuhwre question, and
a diverse set of contacts for job referemces,
information resomrees, and just fricendly
discnzsions.

So much tor the “why.” Let'’s examine
the *what” and then the “whe™ of the Class
of 2017.

“What's it like ™

Boginming in 1980, stodents trom actoss
the country and from arowund the world
hawe attended the college. Students from
MNorway, Spain, Canada, South Africa...
and part: unkmewen, have gotten their foet
wot, knoes ditty, and met a lot of tine folls.

Today, fifty to sixty students comverge on
a picce of property called the Pigeon River
Fizh and Wildlife arca. It is a diverse habi-
tat that offers dense cover, open tields,and
& varicty of wetlands, farmed arcas, and
gemerally grassland prairic. It is hard to
imaginc a picce of property that is more
suitable to the needs of an intcmational
stmdent body to worl with habi tar that is
comparable to what they nced to know
abot.

Eightcen to twenty vetcran trapper in-
gtructors roprescnt the teaching staff,

working with 3 student-teacher ratio of

fHal inferviews. A |
great effort is made |

10 assirn stedents to
the clasx level that

fits best with their
personal experi-
ences in frapprng.

Kimm Hunt ﬂ:.mi ::Ia.ﬂ prepre f-u-r T FEIEE&'-E. Everynne fm:-
cept the ‘coon) seem pleased at the capture--there is no
teacher like a successful real-life experience.
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Dean Barts gives an m-dqltﬁ F:I‘-E.'mﬂfmﬂﬂ on mm‘ern .Elen:r
snaring, as rsed in bear damage confrol.

EJ Kelley poinits out the parficulars of smare construction as
sindents prepare to build a few of their cown.
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thiree o1 four to one. (Unlike public school,
where we often see thirty to one ratios.)
The cducational goals arc to maximize the
CHAC=OTe=0NG GPptunitics, the hands-on ac-
tivitics, and to guarantce that the diversity
of the faculty =il address the diverse
needs of the students.

In addition, scweral prescntati ons ane de-
livered by invited expert speakors mch as
Chris Anchor and Eolb Ercson; folkcs wheo
are at the conter of wildife issues.

The Pigeon River FWA is managed well,
and a good portion of what the trappers
will harvest is in accoTdance with manage-
ment noeds on the area. Most trapped crig-
ters are released; somme are harvested im
order to balanee whatever management
goal the FWA cstablishes an its priority.

This year, Savanna Vaughn, PRFWA
Property Manager, operated both as the
arca supervisor {delivering the “Welcome
tor the Pigeon River” introductory presen-
tation} and as a student n the cowrse. Her
mvehvement helps the DNR have a clear
grazp of the details of the course, and
hopcfillty her cdocation abowt trapping
will be of use as she plans fulre manage-
ment ot the: arca.

Charlic Park, long time “Dean” of the
college, has worked on the Pigeon River
for over thirty five wears, not only as a
C onservation (fficer, but alzo as the Col-
lege Dvirector. He said, "1™ve knoem: somc
good managers, and maybe somne ‘niot-go-
good’ ones. Savanma iz ust excellent.”

Students are mitally intervicweed in order
tr agsz g their experience levels. Itis more
effcctive to have veteran trappers in a class
with other weterans, and beginners with be-
ginners. The comitort level, the cumiculum,
and the cxpectations all fic and tlow much
hetter.

Omes the: smdent body is assigned to a
course level, the five classes mect, and
cach moming they travel from the Y MCA
camp to the assigned section of the
wildlite area for in-field instroetion, and
handsz-on trap sctting and critiquing. Trap-
pers will hane folks “over their shomlder?
as they put into practice the lessons tanght.

As the week proceeds, most of the time,
the animals. beceme the best instructors of
all. Learning to carcfially adhserve what has
occurred with a catch, or a miss, means we
achicwe the highest level ot understanding.
This kind of immediatc and parficolar

feedback iz cxtremely important for high



lewel leaming.

Early in the afternoom, all the classes re-
twrn to carmp, and there participate in a se-
rica of “roumd robin™ ingouction. By the
end of the week, ovenr student has had di-
rect ingtruction from every teacher,

BEvemings aTe spont it clazsromm ingtre-
tiom of a wide variety, including Power-
Prvint prosewtations on rescarch, trapping
and fur harvesting tochnigues, discase
awrarcncss, lure nse, trap site macro and
micro loecation sclection, animal behawiors,
animal damage control tools and gech-
niguss, fur grading, and several more,

Litcrally, the talk: is trapping, from before
sunmisc, o far atter sumsct.

Trapping takes place in the water, in
grasslands, #n tfarmed crciromments, in
timber and brush, Smwdents arc assured to
get a little wet, a little dirty, amd a little
brash-beaten by the time the weck is aver.

Most clazscs poll the individual stadents
for prioTitics in order to see to it tha if' a
stadent went to the colloge for a particular
type of trapping cducation (Coyotes?
Beaver? Weascl?d it can be addressed.

This year, Todd Lang and Kevin Echier-
ling were the eolloge adminastrators. 1t was
their first year in these positions, and of”
coarse there are alwavs details and adiust-
menis to make, and procoeses to Improve,
but overall, 1t was universally agreed that
a fine job was accomplished. It is almaost
certain that students, had they not boen
told, would mever have known that the ad-
ministration was new and making the: first
"ehake-dowm nn. "

That, in a ratshell, is the “what.™

“*Wha will be there?™

Mgain this year, the student body “wrho™
at the college was diverse. Alaska, Califor-
miz, Soth Africa, Conada, Texas and zen-
crally ecverywhere in bhetweoen wasg
represcrted.

Micl, from Sowth Adrica, said, “It took
me three yoams to get here. It has been
waonderfitl for me, particularly on the aub-
joot of hures and baits, bt just cverything
clac alzo. [ hope I can come hack.”

Micl works in 5A and a good part of his
jnb description is working with folks in
agriculture, and helping folks integrate
farm and wildlifc managemsent. “Predation
ia part of farming here.” He deals with an-
imals, bat also with education of land man-
agers a0 that thoy can improve their ag
infcrests &5 well as work in hanmomy with

Robert Colona and Gary Jepson present Application and use of
lures. Many students discover that this “duo” presenfation alone
can be worth the cost of the college.

Hard to wipe away the smiles whern a student captures the “epex
predator” af the midwest. For the mountain men, being “up to
beaver” was a sign of proficiency. Today, it is “Up to Copote. ™

Passing a guiz in the best classroom in the world!

Fur Taker = 19



thie natural eavironmcnt,

Apg the weck wears on, clearly folks got
better acquainted, and more fun to be
around. It i=n’t long hefore the personali-
tics relax and the memorable moments
begin to accurmalate. (Robert Colona, for
cmample, had an “ah-ha!™ mormnent when
he found that the local convendence store
scrld microwravable pork rinds.)

Without a doulbdt, in a fows short days, col-
Izctive by the group caprurcd an impressive
mamber of animals; again, most released,
but somc harvested fo achieve manage-
ment goals, and to have opporunitics for
students to practice skinning and for han-
dling skills, gland harvest, skunk cssence
collection, cte.

Az it has been in recent years, over halt
ot the stdents arc “agency” folks—biola-
gists, land managers, comservation offa-
cors, LISDA Wildlifc Scrvices persomel,
cte. We still maintain 8 good number of
tinlks who would classity themsclves as fir
trappers, from heobby trappers, to scmi-
protessionals, tor fur and ADC trappers.

The goal of the Trappers College is to
provide a bit of a “butfet” presentation. In-
formation and technigwes for diversc
speecies, tor fur harvest, for ADC work, for

Small sindentteacher ratio, and up close presentation. Here,
Kimm Humt points ount a detail for dry Lend frapping.
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“Brer coon™ on a foggy
morning. df is likely that on
the wildife area, over the

years, there are some Ph.D
Working lunch in the field. Unlike many modern day seminar critters. (And Justin gets an-

apportunities, ot much ftinee is wasted! “Dark to dark, plus.” other great “artsy”™ shat!)
20 * Fur Taker




prodator control, for property manage-
ment, and for othier whldlite related man-
agement techmiques, such as hog controd,
and predator damage mitigation.

A5 is alwaes the case, the world ortside
of the college has an offcct, We had stu-
dents from Flonda who could not agtend
due to the harricancs, and an instroctor
trom Montana (Bob Shepard) whio had to
stay home to deal with raging mountain
ftorest fires. There is always next year!

The networking also helps when it comes
to addressing the ongoing battle betwrcen
comsumptive use management tolks and
thase who would end all wildlifc manage-
ment a5 we knoer it. Networking helps
when the “walf is at the door™ in tenms of
legal or lcgislative cffortz to curail, or
climinate, furbcarcr management, Over
and over we hawve scen where a small

group of savvy trapper wolumtecrs can
undo the well-financed, well orgamized

anil stafted cttorts.
It is & mistake to assame it will not adfoct

you It will,

The 2017 Trappers College went off
without a hitch, and the cffiorts of the new
directors arc to be appreciated!

(3o0d .old Ben Franklin said, “An invest-

ment in kmowrledge pays the best intereat.”

The apex predotor validates a
trapping lesson faughi.

Rob Erickson’s presentation on
urban wildlife confrol is a high
perint of the week. Rob here
discusses some high-tech night

VISioR egquipment.
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Getting down to business in
the fur preparation and fin-
ishing segmenits. Fur prepa-
ragion is an art and o
science thet is mastered
with real experience.




B follcs might
4| note Elijah

. Wi n:g.hi Elijah is
Epreﬂ_'p gmefguy mnm.nmss .’mm'. fo ::.ﬂfd: Ium on camera. Eli-
jah has been a big help o the FTA at our presence with the FFA
national conventions! {He's holding a “silver sub-fox"!{ )

Lee Sm:nmqrer explains ]

Lp close shunk eszence the detailed evidence of a
removal mi’f"g_ﬂ deer pullowt, commonly
“volne added ™ use of mistaken for a “smart

the resource.

cirpote™ escape.
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Gland remeoval technigues from o veteran lure meaker:
Like getting “singing lessons from Elvis.™

EJ Kelley give somie parficis
lars on wafer trapping micro
location. Now the students
will proceed to put the lessons
into praciice.

ﬂap physics and detail
ewareness addressed in depih.




We would like to affer a special thank you
Jfor Woopie Pies from Maple Lane Furs
owned by Allen Miller, and the LA Express
gas station for their support.

Brian McGowan helps with equipment check-
in. Studenis who fly (and others) may check

Next June, at the FTA 50ih

Anniversary Convantion in
Marshfiald, Wi, a beaufiful o=

instructors, and a frap {ag from
gach one will be sofd at auc-
thon, as a fundraiser. Funds)
generated this way go dfrectly
toward promofing trappar edd-
cation, defanding trapping,
and proactively working to an-
sure that our heritage off
wildlife management is pre-
served.

Pleaze considar sanding irr a
bid by proxy., biddirg on it jin)
lperson, or having your chapter
or affiliate file a bid.

It i= & nicely done keapsaKe
for the 2017 coflege; but more
important, it is a fun way to
genarate dollars to fight the
fight. (“Absentee auction” bids
may be sant to Dave Hastli
by latter or ea-mari:

ftasdifon@yahoo.com)

art whatever equipment they will need.

Kurt Hayden, of Hayder Honda, = 1 S
loaned this new Side by Side to be | LE," -
used by staff at the college; its a y
great frapiine machine! Ron Pe-
ters lovoky fine af the wheel.
Mary Thanks to Hayden Honda!|
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Media adist Justin Fett and
Chartic Maschek--a selfie!

Many thanks to Justin for his 8 al
work at the college & with Charlie at §
Huoposier Outdoors--these guys are
moving irappers ahead into the 215t §
Century with a great “on line” presence! |
(1f you are one of the many who “kept
up” with the college on Facebook this
year, tell "em you appreciate !
And, it ix net to lote to check it ouf.)




