Is Mother Nature

HUMANE?

Whan it comes to wildlife, many peopls feel that if
wi Lt nanture tnke its coarse that all wildlife peo-
blams will be sabved. This is trus 1o an axtant as
Muother Matare will stop overpopudations of any
animal from occurring.

However. just*how 15 this domne if noture takes ils
course and man does not ntarfera? Any animal, take
foxes ar raccaons for instance, s able to reproduce ai
a rata that the population doubles yearly; two, then
four, then sight, atc,

Soom thers comes & 1ime that there are so0 many ani-
mala that there is not enaagh Taod to go around, or

Mother Nature waits until the anirmdal
population Is out of hand.

enough area in which to live. Some animals ms
therafora go. The way Mather Matore limits the num-
ber of any specias is through disesse. internal strifa
hetwaen the animals, or starvation.

bany of the diseases, such ae rablas, or leplospi-
rosis. nre directly communicable to humans, or ethar
diseases such as mange or distemper are direetly
communicable to domestic Uvestock or cats and dogs.

Witen dur-b g e, p are nod o lEed by Eapy
Alssase, snd sventuslly iotsl oblitersibon of the species.




These disessas are Always presend in the animal
populatians but anly become prevalent or in epidamic
propartions when the population of animals resches
n high laval.

It is & fact that if there is & high population. then
diseass spreads much faster then when animal popue-
lations are low or stabla,

The only problem with Mother Nature's mathod af
of population control is that she waits unt] the
population i way out of hand before she takes ovar,
and not before the population reaches a high Level.

Soon many animals become sick and die until the
population is vary low and diseass no bnger spreads
apsily. Then, gradually, over several years, thea popu-
lation doubles yearly until that same avespopulation
acours again. 1t is the *Boom and Bust'” theory

Lat's take a closar ook al some of Mothar Nature's
papulation limiting disesses.

Distemper

This diseass is caused by a virus. It is extramely
contagions to dogs nnd cats and is carried by foxes,
FECOO0NE, ks, mink, opossums. boboats, eto.

Thera ara two kinds of distemper virus, one in-
infecting cata only and the other infecting dogs caly.
Thee wild eamines (fox and coyote) carry anly the dis-

tempar wirns that infects dogs. The wild felines ssch
ag obeats carry only the distemper wiros that infects
cals,

However. raccoans, skunks and mink are suscep-
tibila 1o and carry both the feline and canine distem.
par viras.

The caning distemper virws affects the host
animal’s nervous systesn., usaally Fesalting In convil-

Distemper is a long and drawn out
cruel way to die.

sions, frothing at the mouth. and death aver a period
af sevaral weeks,

The feline distemper virus affects the bone marrows
whare rad and white Hood calls are praduced and
also the lining of the digastive system.

Tust a5 with mange, the infected animals nsually
eoniracl secondary bactarial infections of saveral
types and their eyes oose pus and they often dia of
secondary bacterial infections such as pneumonin.

This disouwse is almast 100 percent fatal in both wild
animels and dogs and cats, Distemper, just Like
mange, is a long and drawn out crusl way to die, and
|5 only pravalent when wild animal populations reach
high Lavals,

LA

W Sai I-H by Booking st this mecaon what

T s phoiure gou ses a
terrible disrasr this (s



Mange

This disease I cansed by & micrascopic mits that
burrows tunnels throwugh the host snimal’'s skin. The
mite is spread from one animal to the next thraugh
direct contact or one animal laying in the same bur-
row of dem thal an infected animal has used,

However, the mange mite lives saly a few doys if
not foeding on a host ankmal. It is sasy to ses how this

~without treatment mange Is 100
percent fatal in animals

disease codd spraad thrangh a whale litter o ta all
the animals using ome den.

This diseass iz also extremely contagious to dogs
nnd cats. Depending on the type of mite this disease
can be eurrind by foxes, covotes, boboats, sle.

Humanz handling animals infacted with m
will break out with red itching walis, mach wmlm This phats shows & coyute with Sarcoptic Mange.
o placa where a single mite has burrowsd in.

Fortunately, mange mites are very host spacific.

50 the disenss carried by animols is self limiting in
humans. Mot 5o for the infacted wild animals or

domestic pets. Withowl treatment the dizsassa is 100 In six to twelve weaks time, the animal will die

percenl fatal in animals. from bacterial infections or sarvation.  this death
The mites multiply until there are millions bue- was gquick and humane it wewld not be sa bad, b

rowing and digging in the host animal. Soon the ani- this iz one of the most painful, cruel and devastating

mal begine chewing oo itself and salf mutilating its disaesas known in the animal world,

bady. Opais sores develop and bacame infected. The Yea, Mather Matura, If lefi alone, ean correct over-

akin thickens nnd oozan ps. papulatinn.

You see In ebch plebore a healihy red fox and one infected with mange. The healthy fox was conght I & loot hold trep snd hasmesehy killed.
¥ pou were & red fow, which way woeld you want to die}



Rabies

This disease s also cansed by & virus end |8 carried
primarily by foxes and skunks; however raccoons,
apussums, mink and bobeats are ofles infected.

Thiz disease is virtually 100 percent fatal, with onky
one case an record of a human ever sarviving, This
digease s spread by contact with saliva of the in.
fected enimal and can be contacted by all species of
animals. domestic and wild, incloding peopls.

An animal in the last stages of rabies often will
froth at the mowth, due te paralyzed nerves in the

You cannot tell by an animal's looks i
it has rabies or not.

throat preventing swallowing, Death finally comes
whian the diaphragm becomes paralyted and the
gndmal or human suffocaias.

Infected animals in the terminal stage of rabies may
have pither “furioe"” or “dumb’ rabiss, [n the *far-
ious" stage the animal acts crazy snd may attack sny-
thing from w tree to an elephant withowl being pro-
vakad. In the “dumb" stege the animal may act tame
and be abls to be handled.

This ka & plciuse of & rabid lox's bead. The lox, in the “hadous™

stage has stiscked & porcwpine. semellbing onsly a rabld fax
would ds.

Often wild and alusive animals such as foxes or
coyotes will walk right into backyards or groups of
peuple and appear tolally unafraid,

You ser, you cennat tall by an animal's Inoks if i
hae rables or not. Rabies (= one of the most dread
disansas of man.

Disease and Population Control

Thers are many olhar diseases such as tularemis,
leptospirnsis, brocellosis jundulant fevear), rooky
masmntain spotted fewar and hondreds mora thet wild
animals carry and that can be contracted by man or
his domestic animals. You all see why it is important
neat 4o ket Mather Natare take her coursa.

Ome of the bast ways to control end prevent disease
vutbreaks is theough legitimate and controlled irap-
ping of animala with foothald traps.

You notice wa said prevent diseass, This means
purpasely trapping and removing healthy animals so
that the wild nnimal populations are kept at rensons
able levels to prevent the spraad of disease, Control-

The foothold frap Is by far the superior
method to control animal population

ling an outbreak of disease once started would includa
trapping bath healthy and sick animals,

Howaver, tha trapping of healthy animals to keep
the population low is far better than waiting for an
putbreak to pocur bafore irapping starts.

Yes. there are othar methods to control animal
populations, such as poisons, bol poison i o non-
selective and oftem too many animals ace killed.

The feothold trap is by far the superier methed ns
unwanied animals may be relaased uninjured,

Oher fish and gume departments set the trapping
zaasons each year so that only the overpopulation,
or gurplus animals are trapped. If populations are oo
high the ssasan is lengthened so that mare animals
ara trapped. or if the population is ton low then the
trapping season |5 shortened, The population levels
are measured by traned wildlife biologists so that oo
mistakas ara made.

Presently warious growps have advocated the out-
lawing of trapping becauss they say if is crosl. Make
up your own mind: should we let Mother Mature taka
her course or use the knowledge of the trained wild-
life biolagist to maintain healthy wildlife and pratect
peaple and pets through cantralled trapping of wild-
lifa when ovarpopulated.

Cradit do Hobard Wandl, DV M., end photo-
B ers of the Conservotion Education Divialon
and the Pathology and Rabies Control Section of
the Dalmar Wildlife Laboratory.
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