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America’s Trapping and Predator Hunting Outlet
Call: 989-569-3482 * Service@PcsOutdoors.com

PesOutdoors Offers the Largest Lure
Selectmn Anywherel

Cammans, Caven's, Cronk's, Dobbins,
EJ Daidey's, Eplers, Forsyth, Grawe's
e Hawhaker's, Jamesons, Wolfen Lunes,

= John Graham's, JR & Sons, Kans Lune,
Kansas Trapline, Kishel's. Legget! Lures,
Mark June, Milligan Brand, Right Cred,
OFGorman Lures, Pate Rickard,
Jehnny Thorpe's, Mranda Lures.
Bob Wilson Beaveer Lure, & Mm‘

3 ----:

Forsyth Lures: Full ling ud amimal ures & §11,.9550rn0 Jar
Don't forget your lure making supplies!!!
Glycering: £5.95Pn1 §5.9501. $13.95Hall Gal. $21.95Gal
Glycol: $8.95Fint $10.950t. $16.85Hall Gal. $24.95Gal
Fish Qil: $5.50Pinl $3.99Q1. $15.00Mall Gal. $25,00Gal,
Salmon Oil: $8.50'Pint $13.9501 $21.95Half Gal. $29.95'Gal
Shellfish Qil: Various Sizes Available from $3.99 - §35.00
Sodium Benzoate Powder: $6.50/b. $26.99'5 lbs

Check our website for other lure ingraedients,
oils, and product availability.

All Lures, Baits, Books, & DVDs
Ship for a Flat Rate of $5.90!!!

Proud member of the NTA and most state trapping associations!
PCS Proudly Sponsors

DEALERS!

WHOLESALE
PRICING
‘ AVAILABLE!!

AuSable Brand Meat Fed
Fresh Quality Urine

Animal Pint Quart 1/2 Gallon Gallon
Red Fox $569 $10.25 $14.95 $27.95
Coyole $6.50 £10.85 S$1695 $29.95
Mink $650 $12.00 $20.00 %2995
Raccoon $575 $10.00 $16.00 $27.00
Grey Fox $8.25 §711.00 £17.00 529.00

Huge Inventory » Quality Products
Greal Prices = Fast Shipping

Need Traps for C atr:hmg th-ut Sneaky € n}mr_*‘?
.&w Webszite for Full Line
of Bridger, Duke,

¢ Minnesota Brand, "
Havahart, & WCP Traps.

whww genT ouldoors comfurlifabs

AuSable Brand Rotating Trap Drags
Coyole & Boboal Drags 3/8°

$2.75Ea. NOW $22.00/Dz11!
Fox & Raccoon Drags 1/4°
$1.75Ea. §18.78Dz.

2lb Bobcat, Coyote,

& Wolf Rotating Trap Drag
$6.50/Ea, $35.00Half Dz. $66.00Dz,

(2 Dozen) AuSable Trap AuSable Brand T-Handle Magnum

Intreducing the
AuSable Brand USA |
Made Wire Fur

Stretchers!l!

Each stretcher is made
using heavy duty wire and
lealures a cenlralized
rivet design on the bottom
to keep the fur stretched
$|I.Hlﬂ|‘l| and aven

Thesa siretchers include a fur
either side of the strelcher 1o |

fur down. Perfact for all your fur
stretching and drying needs with an
American company being a new,

quality, low cost, leader in the
handling markel!
#1 - Caming Soon!

—~

AuSable Brand Body Grip
Trap Stabilizer Stands |

AuSable Brand Stabilizers are
Proudly Made In The USA and
are built and welded to last.
These popular H Shie
Slabilizers will grant you
aasability in the field and aid you

mn many catches aver bimea,

Get them while they last! Sells out every year!!!

Size |6 Pack|Dozen Deegmmrﬂzﬁgzﬂzaler
#2110 516.95 | 530.95 519,95 $37.95
#150/155] $17.95 | $31.95 $20.95 $35.95
®160 515.85 |$32.95 521.95 $41.95
B220 $719.95 | $35.95 $23.95 £45.95
#280 $25.95 |547.95| 53695 $69.95
#3320 $30.95 |$57.95 543.95 £84.95

AuSable Brand Knives

Great Lakes Series
Another Quality American Made Product!
PegOutdoors has partnered with Dexter
Russell o bhing you the ultimale n fur
handling knives. Each knife is made o last
with DEXSTEEL & easy o clean
palypropylene handlas.

/ \‘-. AuSable Two Handled “Superior”

\ Fleshing Knife
\ 13" Blade - One side sharpear than other.

$85.95 Each *"-_ﬂf

AuSable Two Handled “Superior
Junior” Fleshing Knife

10° Blade - One sida shalp-er than ather.
B Lt h

NOW $59.95 Each

AuSable “Huron™ Skinning Knife

4-1/2"° Blade —em

$19.95 Each r——
AuSable “"Houghton" Skinning Knife
3-1/27 Blada — _

$19.95 Each
AuSable “Erie” Pelting Knife

clip an
1oldd the

fur

: = 3-3/4" Blade —
Anchor 15" Cable Stakes Stake Driver #1.5- 255 x 7.25 - §19,956Pk $37.95Dz, -.1—
Driver Included Drives AuSable Brand Stake Ends & #23-415 % 11°- $36.956Pk §69.95Dz, *19.95 Each
Walf Fang Style endsl $75.00 Each #4417 x 117 - $36.956PK £69.95Dz. AuSable Beaver “Michigan™
MSRP: £46.05 AuSable Brand Trap H5-4T75 x 125" - $46.956Pk $87.980z.  Skinning Knife
Price: $36.95 Anchor Stake Ends #5-58.5 x 15 - $51.956P $98.95Dz.  4-1/2" Blade gh
You Save: Only $5.26Dz., $21.9550 Pk., c ¥R - _
£9.00 (23%) or $35.95100 Pk.
Thousands Sold! AuSable Ancher 15x3/32° Cable Attached $16.95/0z snmujﬁﬂe:gf.:ﬁsﬂc jo=ioase
BEST SELLER! AuSable Anchor 20x3/32" Cable Altached $18.95Dz ‘ et
AuSable Anchaor 30x3032° Cable Attached $20.95Dz L,an;;e 4 5" Blade
AuSable Brand Quick & Easy Skinning Gambrel £39.95 Each

Small Skinning Gambrel

8° tall x 10" wide - 5° leg spread

Recommended lor smaller animals like mink, marten,
skunk, & muskrat.

$12.95 Each

Large Skinning Gambrel

97 tall x 13.57 wide - 8,57 leg spread

Recommended for larger animals like badger, bobeal,
coyote, fox, & raccoon

$17.95 Each

PCS Feather Light Dog

Proof Coon Traps

Time Provenl!

Outlasts All Steel Traps!
Amarican Made DP Trap. Pull Trigoer
only. Cast Aluminum & American chain
& swivels. Truly a mew standard of Traps!

$12.00Ea, $125.00Dz

AuSable Aluminum Tail Stripper

‘w BT

Hide & Fur Tanning Formula
The #1 Tanning Solution
$8.95 Each




Uncle Freddie's
Big Game Gut Gloves

By

Available in sizes:

M, L, XL, & XXL!!!
Short 12" Mon-insulated: §14.9% Each Pair
Short 12° Insulated: $19.99 Each Pair
Long 26" Non-Insulated: $29.89 Each Pair
Long 26" Insulated: $39.99 Each Pair

OFFICIAL
GARMIN

predator

products,

Yellow Trap Wax
$4.751 b $18.60/51b
Crystal Logwood
$6.4580z Bag

DEALER

b

$4.958/40z Bottle

We now camy a full line of Garmin
products, including fish linders,

dog training collars, and olher GPS Black Qdorless Tr

devices, $3.851b $17.95/51b $33.95101b
Flake Wax
F F F $14.9551b $24.9510b $99.95401b
e g s St Red Powder Logwood Dye

$£3.85MIb $15.95/Slb

Hunters and trappers, we also cary  Andy Stoe's Speed Dip
aach state Atlas with great information

on local fishing sites, campgrounds,
and other areas of interest.

-‘6 Trapping Gear
T
o
=
=

Featuring...
Bullet Proof Trap

Powder $10.00

Featuring:
AuSable Brand
Dirt Hole Augers

2" Auger - Fits 1/2" Chuck 3" Auger - Fits 172" Chuck
18" long with a 2" blade 21.5" long with a 3" blade

$19.95 A AN ﬂ“ﬂ

Buy Both & SAVE!! $41.95Bundle - Savings of $2.95/1!

SPECIAL!! Darton Terminator Il

Crossbow Package!!!
Gl them while they last as this special price and free
acocessory package is imited to existing inventory.

Contents:
- Darton Terminator || Crossbow
-4 x 32 Scopa
- Scope Rings

Lynx Four-Bolt Quiver
- E-£ Draw Cocking Ropa
- Crossbow Rail Lube
- 3x Carbon Bolts

ALL OF THIS FOR $450.00!!!

ICOtec Callers & Decoys
Check out our
wabsite for
plicing & Gur
full line of lcolec

and decoysi
leaTee Gen2
I':mﬂl: GC350 §144.99

PeaOutdoors Offers many different styles of Predator Callers

We sell a complete |
line of Pete Rickard's

Liquid Logwood Dye

Other Waxes & Dyes

Available in Black or Brown
$10.95Ct, $31.95'Gallon

Mew Trap Preparation
Products By Performan

Snare Dip $23.55Gal.

Battle Born Trap Cleaning

_.’:_

Predator Callers & Decoys

callers ‘ SPECIALI

Lucky Duck Kat Attakk
Was §88-8F, NOW §32.00!
Savings of $67.95111

on our Website!ll
AuSable Brand Pack

Baskets w/ Harness
If you'ra sericus about
exploring the outdoors,
{ you nead a senous pack
baskel. Handmade with
unwavaring attention o
detail, this line is expertly &
woven with a tighler, more §
intricale style.
Qur AuSable Brand Pack Baskal
Collaction is the trapper’s perfect
anion,
16" $83.95 - 18° $66.95 - 20° $67.95
22" §70.95+« 22" Exira Wide $74.95
24" $85.95 » 24" Extra Wide $87.95

Dye

Organizers : Basket or Bucket NOT Included.

Baskel: £32.95 Buckel: £34.95

Small Teols:

18" Trowel - $16.95 117 How - §17.95

117 Cultivator Rake - $15.85 Sifter - $11.95
See our full selection of baskets &
accessories on PesOutdoors.com!

AuSable Brand Steel
Trapping Tools
“Built For The Toughest Traplines™
Check out our website for more
trapping tools and bundled sels/

ap Wax

AuSable Brand Trapper's Standard
Blade Trowel 24" $18.95

_E

AuSable Brand Trapper's D-Handle
Standard Trowel 26" $23.95

ce

Ausable Brand Trapper's Digging
Sod Hoe 20™ $18.95

&

AuSable Brand TI'HBP'P-Cf 's D-Handle
Standard Trowel 28'
Powder Coated Orange
$28.95

Narrow Blade 26
Powder Coated Orange
$28.95

[ ——— =

AuSable Brand Trapper's Dirt Sifter
TxTx2" Powder Coated Orange
Price $11.95

AuSable Brand Trap Setting Tools
HD Aluminum Body Grip Trap Setter 26"
Lightweighl seller thal has machined aluminum
handles and makes setting any body grip trap a
breaze. From 110s up to 330s, and even 1000s.

"
Large Setters 25" i
$17.95 Each o —

Mini Setters 16" ==
Trap sizes 110 - 160 §5.95 Each

Furry Critters
American Fur Bearers Book
Published by PeeOuidoors.com
Children's book with real pieces
of fur and a slory for each animal
covared. Red Fox, Skunk, Badger,

Otter, Coyote, and Baavar coverad.
A unique book made af the quality

Naorth

Follow us on our
Facebook & Youtube
Channels!
“Feather Light DP Trap
*# | Video Catching Monster
£ |[MorthEastern Ml Raccoon”

Wisit us online at www. PCSOUTDOORS .com

5911 Mission St., Oscoda, MI 48750
Phone: 988-568-3482 or B88-569-3480
Email: service@pcsoutdoors.com

MNow the OMLY US distributor of
Canada Made Ouell Rudy Traps!

Whether you are gold trappers, exterminators,

or someones who s led up wilth having animals
rangack your properly, solve the problem yoursel
with these high perfformance and easy to use raps.

Rudy Body Grip Tra

110 Bod G;g: ‘I'rar $12.00 Each

120 MAG Body Grip Trap $15.00 Each
180 Plus Body Grip Trap £17.00 Each
220 Plus Body Grip Trap $19.00 Each
280 Body Grip Trap $21.00 Each

330 Body Grip Trap $27.00 Each

Rudy Accessories
Rudy Aluminum Body Grip Setters $21.00

Rudy Self Locking Setters $27.00
Rudy Safety Grip Tool $10.00

Rudy Paraffin/Beewax Mix $6.00Mb

Master Trappers Book

by Tom Miranda

Diiver inlo the history and reflections of
some of the most influential trappers of
all time. Join well known cutdoorsman
Tom Miranda as he tells the stories of
the Master Trappers. $54.95 Each

Check out our website for our full trapping

book and dvd library!
Shipping Chart for the lower 48 states:

$1.00 - $50.00
$50.01 - $100.00 $16.80
 $100.01 - $200.00 £24.75
£200.01 and up $26.75

Luras, Boo

, & DVDs ONLY ship for 55.90!

*There may be additional shipping charges for
large or bulky iterms. You will be notified if shipping
charges exceed $10.00.

**Alaska & Hawall customers pay actual shipping
costs, We will conlact you after your shipmeni has
been packaged and weighed to guote the actual
shipping costs. Wa will then contact you with the
additional charges to confirm if you would like to
complete the transaction.,

At PcsOutdoors we really

appreciate our customers,

so this winter you can use
the coupon code:

TRAPPING2022

at PcsQutdoors.com and

material you expect from PesOutdaors. §29.95 Each r@ceive 5% off your orderl!l
AuSable Brand - Quality Products Made In the USA By PcsOutdoors - Tariff Free in the USA!




Fur Takers of America

Governing Board

Executive Officers

President
Jason Wisniewski
6824 Beckwith Rd
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
(931) 510-9161
jwisniewski@furtakersofamerica.com
Term Expires in 2024

Vice President
Gary Jepson
250 114 Ave. SW
Killdeer, ND 58640
(701) 863-6535
Term Expires in 2023

Treasurer
OPENw
Term Expires in 2024

Secretary
Charlene Pontoriero
35000 County Road 140
Fairview, MT 59221
(406) 480-0072
secretary@furtakersofamerica.com
Term Expires in 2023

General Organizer
Dave Eckels
253 Lutes Road
Finleyville, PA 15332
(724) 348-6721
dleckels@verizon.net
Term Expires in 2023

Governing Board Chairman
Ron Peters
10421 Hwy 13 South
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
(715) 325-3336
wildlifepatrollic@yahoo.com

Representative to the NTA
Rick Schoonover
PO Box 308
Westminster, VT 05158
(802) 258-7000
broaxelg1@hotmail.com

BusiNEss EXECUTIVE

CRISTINA M. JONES

PO Box 6
Oxrorp, NJ 07863

(908) 982-8753
office@furtakersofamerica.com

Directors

Term Expires in 2023

Jeff Dunnier
5286 Harris Lake Road
Marshall, TX 75672
(903) 935-3561
jildunnier@gmail.com

Todd Lang
PO Box 214
Angola, IN 46703
(260) 463-4976
tlangfurs@gmail.com

Dan Schweisthal
656 Kimberly Lane
Montgomery, IL 60538
(630) 851-7119
danschweisthal@gmail.com

Rusty Kramer
246B South Highway 46
Fairfield, ID 83327
(208) 870-3217
idahotrapguy@hotmail.com

Beth Hakala
PO 409
Cole Camp, MO 65325
(417) 592-8909
dr.bforshee@gmail.com

Term Expires in 2024
Charlie Masheck
1155 N. Mathews Road
Greenwood, IN 46143
(317) 881-3075
hoosiertrapper@gmail.com

Doug McKenzie
180 Michael Lane
Madisonville, TN 37354
(423) 253-4042
froglaw@charter.net

Lee Steinmeyer
17310 Golden Bolt Rd
Wheaton, KS 66521
(785) 313-1905
leesteinmeyer@gmail.com

Robert Waddell
17999 CR 553
Memphis, MO 63555
(660) 216-1780
65rwaddell@gmail.com

Cory Van Driel
4781 475th St
Isle, MN 56342-9246
(320) 676-1912
erminetrapper@yahoo.com

Term Expires in 2025

Ron Peters
10421 Hwy 13 South
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
(715) 325-3336
wildlifepatrollic@yahoo.com

Dan Gates
PO Box 128
Canon City, CO 81215
(719) 269-7972
dgcritter91@gmail.com

Bryan Nelson
PO Box 257
Shenandoah, VA 22849
(540) 435-4849
advantagewildlifesolutions@yahoo.com

Skye Goode
W 7266 Piertner Rd
Neillsville, WI 54456
(715) 937-28028
skyeskyegoode@gmail.com

Linda White
8945 Sawmill Run Rd
Little Valley, NY 14755
(814) 504-5934
lindawhite.media@gmail.com

Questions About FTA?

Magazine-related:
Eric Arnold, Editor
PO Box 357, Sharon Center, OH 44274
(330) 350-2161
editor@furtakermagazine.com

Subscription-related:

Fur Takers of America
PO Box 98, Oregon, WI 53575
(608) 298-3119
accounting@furtakersofamerica.com

FTA Issues-related:

Jason Wisniewski, President
6824 Beckwith Rd, Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
(931) 510-9161
jwisniewski@furtakersofamerica.com

QUESTIONS With:

Website

Dave Eckels (724) 348-6721
dleckels@verizon.net

Convention

Dave Eckels
(724) 348-6721

Scholarshi
Cory Van Driel (320) 676-1912
erminetrapper@yahoo.com

Education
Dan Schweisthal (630) 851-7119
danschweisthal@gmail.com
Ethics
Gary Jepson (701) 863-6535
FTA College

Cristina Jones (908) 982-8753
ftatrapperscollege@gmail.com

Nominating
Cory Van Driel (320) 676-1912
erminetrapper@yahoo.com

Don’t Miss A Single Issue!

Check your membership expiration
date on the mailing label and make sure

to update us with any address changes.
Call (608) 298-3119 or e-mail

accounting@furtakersofamerica.com
with questions and changes.




ON THE COVER:

Mr. Dick Atkins of Pennsylvania with fox number 36. Dick may be 82
years old, but he's still out there chasing tail.
Photo by Alan Claycomb.
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FTA, PO Box 98, Oregon, WI 53575
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Note to Trappers: Regulations vary from
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The winner of the 2022 Christmas Blanket is Nathan Dickinson of Kansas.
Congratulations Nathan!

6 JoinUs
o &
Usnare the Responsiblity ™= &

Let’s all share the respensibility of pretecting our
rights, our heritage, our lifestyle and eur future!

Pur Takers of America
Membher Denslits:
"Pvotecting ear :
Herilage
Litestyle
Rights
Future
‘Leader in Trappes Education
FTA Traggors Collope
‘Monthily Magaziae
‘Nationa] Convendien
“Work with and Sigport the
United Siates Sponzmen's AlBance
‘Local Chagter Benelils
Canuestions, Fur Sajes. slic..

(,?.@ FUR TAKERS OF AMERICA, INC.

Website: www.furtakersofamerica.com
¢ I'stablished in 1968 with a goal of preserving our heritage while protecting our future.
o The Fur Taker--monthlv magazine (free with regular/junior/life memberships)

Lots all work togather te protect the luturs of trapping

Name

(first) (L.ast) (c-mail)
Address
City State Zip Code Phone(__)
O Regular $40 O 2 vrs 875 ¢ ()mplclc‘ ;m.d»scml .'\|.l|)!‘(||)r‘l;|l(' Pavment to:
) I"ur Takers of America. Inc.

PO Box 98

O Junior SI1R (age 17 or Younger)
Oveson, W1 53575

O Sustaining Donor $40 (magazine not included)

O Canadian Membership $30 L1 New Member
. . . . . . . O Renewal (608) 298-3119
Centact for Life NMlembership Information cnewst . ) ) .
Cull te use yourcredit card ler payment--senvice charge added accounungia furtakersofamerica.com
Together, we can do this!
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- Eric Arnold

PO Box 357

"> FRrom THE EDITOR

Sharon Center, OH 44274
editor@furtakermagazine.com (330) 350-2161

ecently, | was asked why

a well-known writer did

not have any stories in

The Fur Taker. "They hav-
en't sent me any," | replied.

As we start 2023, | want to
ensure everyone knows that any
member can submit articles and
photographs for publishing. You
don't need to check with me first.
If it's important to you, go ahead
and write and submit it.

While | prefer to receive sub-
missions done in Microsoft Word
and emailed to me, | also under-
stand that not everyone can do
this, and that's okay. | am more
than willing to accept handwritten
or typed submissions and printed
photographs mailed to the above
address in the column header.

When submitting material,
please remember that | need to
be able to read the submission.
I'm not referring to spelling or
grammar here, but rather legibility.

If the article is printed or writ-
ten in cursive, just because the
author can read what they wrote
does not mean | can. My hand-
writing, and most of my printing, is
challenging to read for many peo-
ple. It is one of the many reasons
why | prefer to use type instead.

The easiest way to know if
I'll be able to read an article is to
have someone besides the author
(or their spouse) read it first. If
they can understand it, the odds
are good that | can.

Some members have family or
friends type out their articles and
mail or email them to me. While
I'm all for that, | would rather
receive an article | struggle with
deciphering than not receive it. As
long as | have your name and a
phone number to contact you with
any questions, | can make it work.

When writing, pretend that
you're talking to a friend and write
down what you'd typically say.
Don't focus too much on grammar
and spelling; try not to use abbre-
viations, as | might not know what
you're referring to. As for length,
make it long enough to say what
you want to say. For publishing
purposes, | could use short sto-
ries (maybe something funny that
happened on the trapline, for ex-
ample) of around 500 words or so.
For longer articles, 1,000 - 1,500
words is good in most cases. |
can sometimes supply photo-
graphs to go with an article, but if
you've got them, send them in.

For photographs, make sure
that printed photos are appro-
priate (i.e., treating the animal
respectfully) and do your best not
to include blood. | can edit most of
the images | receive and remove/
replace certain parts, but blood
removal is difficult. If you'd like the
photos returned, make sure you
say so. | don't trust the mail, so if
you want the photo back, | recom-
mend making a copy and sending
that instead.

As for when the submission
will be used, it is hard to say. | try
my best to use articles within a
12-month period, but that isn't al-
ways possible. | work on a first-in,
first-out basis, but the magazine's
layout and production cost dictate
when something will be used.

We offer membership coupons
instead of payment for articles.
Feature articles are worth one
coupon, while short articles (500
words or so) require two. Cou-
pons can be used by the author
for membership renewal or sus-
taining donor listing, or they can
be used as a gift for someone
else. Contact me with questions.«

Just find the p;ﬂ_‘h

FOX! ‘(

I
I

| Hidden somewhere |
in this issue is a fox just like this one,

| only he’s a lot smaller. If you find |
it, put your name, address. phone

I number & page number it’s on in I
an e-mail (editor@furtakermagazine.

I com) or on a postcard or letter, and I
send it to The Fur Taker, PO Box 357,

I

Sharon Center, OH 44274. If your card
I is drawn, contact any of the donors
listed below and claim your prize.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

This Month’s Fox Finder is
David Steintl of
Missoula, MT

Nice work! Select the donor from
: the list below and contact them
to claim your prize!

The fox in the December issue
was hiding on page 10 in the
Duke ad.

Find The Fox Donors:

Lenon Lures 231 S Court, Turner, Ml
48765, john.chagnon@lenonlures.com or
(989) 876-2646 - 4 oz lure of choice and
Herb Lenon Classic Trapping Trapping

DVD.

Jameson's Ultra Blend wcs@zoo-
minternet.net or (724) 938-2002 - 1 bottle
of lure.

Scott Phillips NW Pred. & Wildlife
Control (3856 Shunn Rd, Vale, OR 97918)

(719) 250-8443 - any 1 oz. lure.

Fur Country Lure (PO Box 312, Lusk,
WY 8225) - 1 bottle of lure.

Shane Claeys Papio Creek Trapping
Supply (18758 County Rd 14, Blair, NE
68008 www.papiocreektrappingsupply.
com) Any 8 oz. jar of our bait.

Jeff Dunnier 5286 Harris Lake Rd,
Marshall, TX 75672 - one copy of Beaver

Business Book (903) 935-3561.

Keg Creek Baits and Lures 1-2
oz. bottle of lure, www.kegcreekbaitslures.
com (712) 366-1356.

Fur Taker ¢« 5



Jason Wisniewski

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

6824 Beckwith Rd, Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
(931) 510-9161 jwisniewski@furtakersofamerica.com

reetings and Happy New
Year, FTA members. The
start of 2023 is much
like the start of every
year for most of us in that we are
all likely spending a good bit of
time doing the things we love, and
that brings us all together as an
organization. However, this new
year has brought change to the
FTA in that President Dave Hast-
ings can look forward to having
a bit more time to trap, predator
call, and enjoy spending time with
his family by taking on the role
of Past President. Dave’s long-
time contributions to the FTA are
well known by most and should
be greatly appreciated by all fur
takers nationwide whether they
are members of the FTA or not.
Please be sure to thank him for
his service and dedication. I'll
start by saying thank you for a job
well done, Dave! Maybe | should
cuss you too for leaving such big
shoes to fill.
Likewise, the start of 2023
ended the term of Treasurer Thad

Sickels, who has done a tremen-
dous job keeping our finances
straight and providing critical input
on all actions that the FTA has
taken under his leadership. For
those who don’t know Thad, | can
assure you that he put his entire
heart into making sure the FTA
was doing what was best for the
FTA’s members and frugally man-
aging the finances of our relatively
small organization. Thank you,
Thad, for all of your contributions
to the FTA.

It was just a few short years
ago that | sent an email to then
editor Dave Hastings providing
some encouragement regarding a
great idea he had included in the
magazine to add some furbearer/
trapping science reviews in the
Book and Video Reviews section
of The Fur Taker. After some
email exchanges, Dave asked
if | would be interested in taking
on a more active role in the FTA.
After some deep consideration, |
replied with “sure” and somehow

was elected to the Board of Di-
rectors in the next year or two. In
the spring of 2022, Dave asked
another question requiring deeper
thought. | wrestled with this one a
bit more as life was getting a bit
busier, and | didn’t want to over-
commit and do a poor job with the
commitments | already had.

The one thing | kept telling my-
self was, “l don’t have time to do
this.” Having a full-time job, being
a father of a soon-to-be 5-year-
old, and recently taking on a more
active role in our church, | didn’t
see how | could add something
more to the mix. However, the
answer | kept coming back to time
and again was that this excuse
was selfish because nobody has
the time to do the job, but it must
be done. The next question was,

“What makes me so special that |

should decline and have someone
else volunteer their time?” | also
questioned whether | could do the
job and realized that | have a ton
of respect for Dave and knew his
love and dedication for the FTA.

If he had confidence in me, then

| should too. After wrestling with
these questions, | confidently told
Dave | would accept the nomi-
nation for President if nominated.
Now it is 2023, and | am excited
but nervous about taking on this

FOR
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new role.

Although my official duties
didn’t begin until January 1, pro-
tecting and promoting trapping
has no term limits nor recogniz-
es any calendar. As | write this
report, | am over 10,000 feet
in the air, somewhere between
Nashville and Denver, on a late-
night flight to Bozeman, Montana,
for the 2022 National Assembly
of Sportsmen’s Caucuses Leg-
islative Summit. This event is a
3-day conference attended by
state legislators, wildlife agency
directors from around the country,
and a number of other sports-
men-related groups. Over the past
several years, the FTA and NTA
have jointly co-sponsor the event
with several conservation-minded
groups. This year’s sponsorship

includes a joint FTA/NTA booth

at the event, an offsite trapping
demonstration and discussion, a
marten trapping field trip to show
trapping as a species restoration
tool, and a 30-minute presentation
to the attendees to discuss the
value of trapping. NTA president
John Daniel and | put together a
presentation entitled Deeper than
you think: the value of regulated
trapping. In this presentation, we
discuss the economic and social
impacts that trapping has on sup-
ply chains to the costs of coyote
predation to ranchers, and public
health. Through events like this,
trappers have the best opportuni-
ties to proactively engage some
decision-makers who could vote
on future legislation to expand or
restrict our trapping rights.

FTA COMMITTEES

Moreover, events like the
NASC Summit provide these deci-
sion-makers the information they
may need to argue trapping-re-
lated decisions before they ever
get to legislative floors for votes
where deeper-pocketed oppo-
nents of trapping may be able to
lobby legislators to vote to support
their causes. The NASC Legis-
lators Summit is held annually in
late November or early December,
which falls directly in the heart of
trapping and hunting season for
many. Although inconvenient for
trappers, this event falls at a crit-
ical time, just before the new leg-
islative sessions begin in January,
so trapping won’t be too far back
in these decision-makers’ minds.

Continued on page 8

ADVENTURE AUCTION COMMITTEE:
Robert Waddell, Chair; Doug McKenzie
ANIMAL RIGHTS RESEARCH
COMMITTEE:

Beth Hakala, Chair; Eric Arnold, Gary Jepson

BUDGET COMMITTEE:

Ed Kelly, Chair; Thad Sickels
CONVENTION COMMITTEE:
Dave Eckels, Chair; Travis Bandy, John
Borror, Charlie Masheck
CONVENTION DEMO COMMITTEE:
Robert Waddell, Chair; Beth Hakala

EDUCATION COMMITTEE:

Dan Schweisthal, Chair; Jeff Dunnier, Dan
Gates, Mike Marchewka, Doug McKenzie
ETHICS COMMITTEE:

Gary Jepson, Chair; Ben Harper, Ron Peters,
Lee Steinmeyer
FINANCIAL REVIEW COMMITTEE:

Ed Kelly, Chair; Thad Sickels
FTA CAROL KRUMWIEDE TRAPPER
EDUCATION GRANT COMMITTEE:
Louie Krumwiede, Chair; Dan Schweisthal,
Pat Sprague, Lee Steinmeyer
FTA COLLEGE COMMITTEE
(COLLEGE BOARD):

Todd Lang, Chair; Cristina Jones, Dave
Hastings, Gary Jepson, EJ Kelley, Mike
Mazur, Doug McKenzie

FTA/NTA ALLIANCE REPRESENTATIVE
COMMITTEE:

Rick Schoonover, Chair; Jeff Dunnier, Rusty
Kramer
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE:
Dan Gates, Chair; Jeff Dunnier, Doug
McKenzie, Ron Peters, Jeff Yourman
FURBEARER RESEARCH GRANT
COMMITTEE:

Doug McKenzie, Chair; Robert Colona, Beth
Hakala, Rusty Kramer, Dan Schweisthal, Mike
Sells, Jason Wisniewski

IMPROVEMENT OF TRAPPING DEVICES &
BMP COMMITTEE:

Gary Jepson, Chair; Charles Andres, Dave
Hastings, Rusty Kramer, Thad Sickels, Robert
Waddell, Jason Wisniewski
MERCHANDISE COMMITTEE:

Dave Eckels, Chair; Beth Hakala, Todd Lang,
Charlie Masheck
MINUTES REVIEW COMMITTEE:

Dan Schweisthal, Chair; Thad Sickels (Ad
hoc members may be appointed at any time
necessary)

NATIONAL AWARDS COMMITTEE:
Charlie Masheck, Chair; Gary Jepson, Louie
Krumwiede, Ron Peters
NOMINATING COMMITTEE:

Cory Van Driel, Chair; Mike Halonen, Dean
Mitchell, John Russell
POLITICAL RESPONSE COMMITTEE

Beth Hakala, Chair; Dean Chapel, Steve
Childs, Justin Jett, Anton Kaska, Jason
Wisniewski

PRO-ACTIVE ACTION COMMITTEE:
Robert Waddell, Chair; John Borror, Ron
Peters, Linda White
PROMOTIONAL COMMITTEE:
Charlie Masheck, Chair; Charles Davis, Jeff
Dunnier, Dan Gates, Justin Jett
RULES, BYLAWS, and POLICIES
COMMITTEE:

Thad Sickles, Chair; Brain Cogil, Todd Lang,
Doug McKenzie, Dan Schweisthal,
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE:

Cory Van Driel, Chair; Beth Hakala, Loray
Hastings, Brian McGowan, Ron Peters
SOCIAL MEDIA COMMITTEE:

Justin Jett, Chair; Eric Arnold, Beth Hakala,
Charlie Masheck, Adrian Romero, Dan Stout,
Cory Van Driel

TRAPPING IN SCHOOLS COMMITTEE:

OPEN, Chair; Dave Hastings, Dan
Schweisthal, Bryce Larson, Robin Wheelus,
Curtis Twellmann, Harvey Dickens, Amber

Sampson

WEBSITE COMMITTEE
Dave Eckels, Chair; Dave Hastings, Charlie
Masheck
YOUTH OUTREACH COMMITTEE

J.C. Saillard, Chair; Justin Bartlin, Mike
Gregory, Mark Hajny, Anton Kaska, Eric
Kinsfater, Todd Lang, Jace Lang, Myles Lang,
Wendell Shiffler
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Continued from page 7

Speaking of legislative sessions,
several bills have already been
drafted at the end of 2022, and |
suspect that we will see a number
of bills to restrict trapping intro-
duced in the coming weeks and
months. The FTA tries to monitor
all pending legislation. Still, some
will inevitably be missed due to
the vast number of bills across the
states that will be considered and
the irregular introduction of such
bills. For this reason, | am putting
a call out to our members to keep
us informed of any pending leg-
islation in your respective states
SO0 we can be ready for it as soon
as or before it drops. The best ap-
proach is through your state chap-
ter or affiliate’s FTA representative,
who can pass this consolidated
information to us. However, don’t
hesitate to reach out to me should
you need anything for which | can
assist at this critical time.

Lastly, | want to encourage ev-
eryone reading this report to look
up the website howlforwildife.
org and become a member by
joining the pack. HOWL is one
of the best tools we, as trappers,
have for making an impact on
legislators as bills are dropped.
HOWL is a website developed
by a sportsman to protect sports-
man’s rights across the country
by providing a simple way for dif-
ferent sporting groups to support
one another. This site and its ap-
proach make our issues known to
other sportsmen that may not be
trappers nor know about a partic-
ular piece of legislation affecting
it. By subscribing and taking ac-
tion, members can view different
pending legislative actions and
send pre-drafted, unique letters
of support or opposition to deci-
sion-makers that can influence
legislation. The strength of HOWL
will grow through a multiplier ef-
fect as more members are added,

so anything you can do to join
and promote HOWL to your so-
cial networks will greatly increase
its members, which increases
the voices of trappers. The FTA
provided content to HOWL for
the D.C. Fur Ban last spring, and
1,829 letters were sent to the

DC city council to oppose the

bill. HOWL is also a non-profit
organization, so | also want to
encourage everyone to make a
small donation, if possible, to fund
the organization, as we surely
don’t want to see it go away. In
the same way that trapping is an
essential tool for wildlife conser-
vation, HOWL should be viewed
as a critical tool for the protection
and expansion of trapping. This is
a massive step towards building
our army to defend trapping and
our way of life.

Don’t hesitate to reach out if
you need anything from which the
FTA can assist, and don’t forget to
have fun out there on the line! <

___ $35- Supporting
%50 - Protecting

%100 - Advancing
%250 - Sponsor

SPORTSMEN’S
ALLIANTECE

JOIN THE ALLIANCE

HELP PROTECT YOUR HUNTING, FISHING AND TRAPPING RIGHTS

[ ]My check for $
to the Sportsmen’s Alliance.

is enclosed for a membership

(Please make checks payable to the Sportsmen’s Alliance.
Mail to Sportsmen'’s Alliance, 801 Kingsmill Parkway, Columbus, Ohio 43229

or call us at (614) 888-4868.)

|:| Please charge my $__membership to my credit card.

[ ]Visa [ ]Mastercard [ JAm.Ex. [ |Discover

Name

Address

City. State Zip Card No.
Ph.(_ ) CvC Exp.
Email Signature

SPORTSMENSALLIANCE.ORG
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REPORT

Cristina M. Jones
PO Box 6, Oxford, NJ 07863

BusINESS EXECUTIVE

(908) 982-8753 office@furtakersofamerica.com

s we head into 2023, |
hope all our members
are in good health and
spirits. 2022 sure flew
by, but it gave us a chance to ac-
complish some good things in the
FTA world. We graduated another
class through Trappers College.
We basked in the beautiful Kan-
sas sun for a great Rendezvous,
and the organization signed on
to numerous letters of support for
conservation efforts across the
country. We joined with our fellow
trapping organizations to unite
against those who wish to see us
undone, our website got a make-
over, and on and on, | could go.

In the spirit of this season of
thankfulness, joy, and giving, |
want to take a minute to thank our
immediate Past President, Dave
Hastings. His time and dedication
to this organization are nothing
short of heroic. He would likely
argue that, but | know the truth.
When you serve an organization
at this level, you give up a lot for
what you believe in. And Dave
believes in the FTA. | have joked
that he thinks he may be riding off
into the sunset, but | still have his
number. Dave, thank you for giv-
ing your time, heart, and perhaps
a bit of your soul to this organiza-
tion and the cause. The world is
better for it, and this organization
is as well. It has been an absolute
pleasure to serve alongside you,
and | wish you many days that
your phone doesn'’t ring, your in-
box isn’t overflowing and that you
get precious time with family and
friends and your traps.

We are also closing the chap-
ter for our Treasurer, Thad, who,
like Dave, has given beyond
measure to the FTA. Undoubtedly,
this is one of the most challeng-
ing volunteer positions for many

reasons. Thad has served this
organization with a steadfast com-
mitment to the bottom line, and it
has only strengthened and put us
on a course for betterment. It has
been an honor to serve alongside
a volunteer who has worked tire-
lessly to shore up the footing of
this organization. Thad, thank you
for finding time to give to this or-
ganization; you will be missed.

We will usher in a new presi-
dent, treasurer, and directors. The
Executive Board will gather in Ala-
bama to set a path forward for this
year and the years to come. It’s
both an exciting time of year and
a busy one!

With all that good, there is also
a bit of sadness. In the trapping
world, we lost some dear friends,
volunteers, and supporters last
year. | ask that we all take a mo-
ment to remember their loved
ones, their trapping or hunting
buddies, and their fellow chapter
or affiliate members.

It is also important to note that
this is a time of major legislative
action. We will likely spend the
next few months or more work-
ing with chapters, affiliates, and
groups across the country to fight
to protect and preserve trapping.
This is in addition to the already
active fights going on across the
country. Before the new year,
we faced attacks in New Jersey,
working in Montana, Minnesota,
New Mexico, and more. If some-
thing pops up in your state, do
not hesitate to reach out to let us
know.

| wish our members and their
loved ones a happy, healthy new
year. Thank you to all who gener-
ously gave to the FTA, who pur-
chased merchandise, who shared
social media posts or commented,
and to those who participated in

fundraisers and the membership
drive. Without you, the FTA could
not work to educate, support, de-
fend, and protect our way of life.

A REMINDER to all as they
are out on their trap lines, and
working in their fur sheds, make
sure you think about what photos
you could enter in the Photogra-
phy Contest at Rendezvous.

Don’t forget to gather those
antlers! While walking your trap
lines this winter, don’t forget to
collect those shed antlers to do-
nate to the Antler Drive to sup-
port the cause at the Rendezvous
in Wisconsin. This is a simple way
to help fund the cause.

Have a question? Need infor-
mation? | am available via email
at: office @furtakersofamerica.
com or by calling/texting the office
phone: (908) 982-8753. | am hap-
py to help answer any questions
or issues you may have. %
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TRAPPING KEY MESSAGES

Research has shown the following four messages are the most persuasive with the public. Use these
messages whenever you have an opportunity to talk about trapping.

1. The kinds of wildlife that are trapped are abundant. Regulated trapping does not cause wildlife to
become threatened or endangered.
* No T&E species are legally trapped except for research or reintroduction programs.

* Furbearer populations and harvest levels are monitored by professional wildlife biologists who enact
science-based regulations ensure species are not depleted.

*Many wildlife populations naturally reproduce a surplus of animals each year that can be removed from
the wild without harming the population.

2. Trapping is a highly regulated activity.
* Trapping regulations are science-based and set by professional wildlife biologists.
* Trapping laws are strictly enforced by wildlife conservation officers.

* Regulations addressing harvest seasons & bag limits ensure species aren’t overharvested or taken when
females have dependent young

* Regulations limiting trap size, daily trap check requirements, and mandatory trapper education help
ensure trapping is humane.

* Regulations limiting trap size, set type and set location as well as mandating certain trap components (i.e.
snare B.A.D.) help ensure trapping is selective.

3. State and federal wildlife agencies have made significant efforts to ensure trapping is humane.

* They’ve spent over $40 million in recent decades in the U.S. and Canada to identify and promote the
most humane traps. These traps pass internationally recognized animal welfare standards. In the U.S.,
this program is known as Best Management Practices (BMPs) for Trapping.

* Traps used today are modern, and contain many components intended to ensure animal welfare.

* Many regulations are intended to help ensure trapping is humane including limits on trap size, daily trap
check requirements, and mandatory trapper education requirements.

« Wildlife biologists use traps to live-capture animals for research and reintroductions. This would not be
possible if traps excessively harmed the animal.

4. Regulated trapping provides many benefits to society.

* Damage management - Helps maintain balance between wildlife and people.
- Used to address damage to agricultural crops, livestock and human property.
- Used to protect human and pet health and safety.

* Population management - Helps keep furbearer populations in check so they don’t become overabundant
and negatively impact their habitat or less common species, or result in issues with disease, starvation, or
property damage.

* An important component of threatened and endangered species restoration and protection.

* An important component in the lifestyles of many people.

* Trapping is a significant component of modern wildlife management. As such, the premier associations
of professional wildlife biologists (The Wildlife Society) and wildlife veterinarians (The American
Association of Wildlife Veterinarians) both have standing position statements in support of trapping.

The Association of F&W Agencies which represents all 50 state F&W agencies also supports regulated
trapping.

Used with permission.
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REPORT

Dave Eckels
253 Lutes Rd, Finleyville, PA 15332

GENERAL ORGANIZER

(724) 348-6721 dleckels@verizon.net

appy New Year! Welcome
to 2023 and, with it, a
new year to start fresh
and make plans. The FTA
schedule is always packed with
planning during the first half of the
year. In the next couple of issues
of this magazine, you will certain-
ly see a few ways that you, as a
member, can make a difference.

Cory Van Driel will be asking
for nominations from our mem-
bers for officers and directors for
this year. Cory asks every year
but gets less participation than he
feels he should. Please consider
nominating someone to one of the
positions up for election this year.

Charlie Mascheck will also
be asking our members for nom-
inations for our National Awards.
Once again, read through the
award categories and if you know
someone worthy of nomination,
please do so. Many members
work their tails off each and ev-
ery year for the FTA, and Charlie
needs to know about them. There
is also a category for Chapter and
Affiliate of the year. If one of our
Chapters or Affiliates did some-
thing outstanding during the last
year, make sure you nominate
them. All our National Awards
will be presented at the 2023 Fur
Taker’s Rendezvous in Jefferson,
Wisconsin.

Speaking of the Rendezvous,
have you made your plans yet?
The guys and gals in Wisconsin
are busy planning, and you’ll see
updated ads and social media
posts about the rendezvous in
the coming weeks and months
leading up to the event. The Wis-
consin Trappers always put on a

great show with a great group of
volunteers, and they’re working
on lots of things you’ll want to see.
Sure, | realize gas prices are high-
er than we’d like, and fur prices
are certainly lower than we’d like,
but make your plans. Look over
the area around the Rendezvous
or somewhere along the way, and
plan a vacation around your trip.
I's one you won’t want to miss.
Also happening in Wisconsin,
during the National Council Meet-
ing, will be bids on the 2025 FTA
National Rendezvous. Virginia is
on the clock for 2024. Where will
we be the following year? If your
Chapter or Affiliate is thinking
about hosting the Rondy, contact
me for detailed guidelines for the
event. The deadline for a bid is in
May, but getting a plan together
and asking questions is always
better early. Most of our Chapters
and Affiliates have meetings early
in the year so that discussions
can occur. A Rendezvous is a lot
of planning, but | can tell you first-

SCHMITT

ENTERPRISES, INC.

*
MNew Ulm

hand that the volunteer group that
hosts a rondy becomes a much
closer group. Being a part of that
“Team” that does the planning,
then seeing it happen in front of
their eyes, does wonders for all in-
volved. Hopefully, we’ll be in your
neck of the woods for 2025. If you
have any questions about hosting
a rendezvous, get in touch with
me; email or phone will work.

Last but not least, in the first
half of this new year would be
Trappers College. Yes, | realize
the college happens in September,
but sign-ups are now. Tradition-
ally the class fills up early, and
with Covid restrictions fading a
bit, | expect that trend to continue.
Now’s the time to jump in if you’ve
thought about it over the years.
Hope to see you there. %

Top Lot
Stretcher
Co.

617 Orchard Rd
Worthington,
MN 56187

T STRETCHpg
_\:Eﬂ‘ LOT qu_*_ [__,U.

Carrying all your pelt handling
and stretcher needs.

(COYB60Y6955]

www.toplotstretcherco.com

Full Line of
Trapping Supplies

507-359-4149
Email: sei@newulmtel.net

PO Box 44
New Ulm, MN 56073-0044

Convenient & Secure Online Ordering Anytime:

www.schmittent.com
Traps, Gauntlets & Gloves, Chain, Skinning Tools, Books, DVDs, Lure,
Bait, Dye, Wax, Strefchers, Swivels & Hardware, Trowels, Stakes, Snares

& Snare Parts, Cable, Settin

Tools, and Much Mare ... It's All Here!
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GETTING IN A CoYOoTE's HEAD

REMEMBERING ARDELL GRAWE
by Gary Jepson

e |

am not sure whether the year

was 1970 or 1971, and neither

was he. That was the year | got

acquainted with Ardell Grawe.
Ardell recently passed away from
liver cancer.

| had been trapping for about
three or four years in an attempt
to be professional. | wasn’t quite
sure what professional meant
because | had always considered
the value of the pelt when | tried
to trap an animal. In any case, |
was spending as much time as |
had available trapping and making
a part of my living from the fur |
caught.

At the time, my biggest effort
was for beaver under the ice.
Beaver had a very good market
value, as did mink. Red fox were
beginning to show promise, and
‘coon were s0-so. Coyotes had
very little value, but they were al-
most non-existent anyway. | had
taken a few with coyote getters in
the bounty days.

All my beaver trapping was
done under the ice, so the time
before freeze-up that had good fur
was spent on mink and fox.

My method of catching fox

proven methods.

SNARING THE ELUSIVE COYOTE & BOBCAT
Coyote and Bobeat Smaring with Professional Trapper Gary
Jepson. You'll see basic snaring, set construction, locations,
catches and remakes. You'll also see the types of snares,

1 equipment and transportation Gary prefers,
@ | These methods are designed for maximum take of bobeats or
= coyotes with minimum cost and effort by the trapper.

TRAPPING THE ELUSIVE BOBCAT

Bobcat Trapping with Professional Trapper Gary Jepson.
Gary explains in detail the bobeat family structure along
with the how, when and where of successful bobeat trapping.
=Ll You'll see Gary describe and then put into action the con-
Bl cepts of location, construction and attraction in trapping bob-
cats. Finally, you'll witness the outcome of following Gary's

TRAPPING THE ELUSIVE COYOTE
Coyote Trapping with professional trapper Gary Jepson.
SR Gary explains in detail the coyole family siructure along
b8l ith the how, when and where. You'll see Gary describe the
concepts of location, construction and afiraction in trapping
the most intelligent canine in the world.

You'll view locations and see how using the proper type of
B8 attraction will bring covotes right to your set. Finally, you'll
witness the outcome of following Gany's ]'er en methods!

llﬁh video is $39.95 ax onoeas “plus 1 & 4°

was to take part of a jack rabbit,
cottontail, chicken, or other meat
with hair or feathers and dig a
shallow depression for the bait. |
used a fairly long chain on a trap
driving the trap stake through

the bait to hold it in place. Then

| would place and cover the trap
and chain on one side of the bait
and push the loose dug-up dirt on
the other three sides, leaving the
bait exposed on the trap side. It
worked fairly well, but | caught as
many hind feet as front feet.

| had read some articles on
dirt holes and received Hawbak-
ers Lure Catalog in the mail. | had
had no success with dirt holes ex-
cept to throw a piece of rabbit or
skunk down a fresh badger hole
and set on the dirt mound. That
worked very well.

| bought and used Hawbaker
lures and urine, or some | made
myself for use on coyote getters.
| also used urine in a limited way,
but | had no idea whether or not it
was working.

Red fox were available in big
numbers, but with my methods, it
was hard to get enough places
suitable for that kind of set.

Ardell Grawe

Our local electric utility com-
pany put out a magazine to all its
patrons. In that publication was
an ad by A. M. Grawe for Grawe’s
Lures and Trapping Supplies
at Wahpeton, North Dakota. |
promptly gave him a call. This
was my first contact with Ardell
Grawe.

My brother and | had decided
to trap together and make a long
line for fox, coyotes, and bobcats.
The first season was fairly disap-
pointing, except for the beaver.

We realized we didn’t have
nearly enough country and or-
dered ten dozen traps. Our tools
were fairly primitive, and we
didn’t have anything like a pack
basket or such. After my initial
phone call, we decided to drive
to Ardell’s place and do some
shopping. We got to his place
about mid-afternoon.

Ardell was coming in from
checking early-season traps. He
was trapping fox to cage and
collect urine from. He would lat-
er skin them after cold weather.

The conversation went to
trapping and never changed the

CHTTECIEERa
Longlmnr Ta bt

By Barg Jepsen

The Book!
Ride along for °

50 years of
trapplng. ranching,
and mane.

oS0 rest of the day. The subject of
EILI'IHH-;;:“ dirt holes came up. We went to
& v ) i iqqi
i (T01) 8636535 his garden for easy digging, and
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he showed us his version of a dirt
hole.

He dug a typical conventional
dirt hole some steeper than for-
ty-five degrees. He seta 1 1/2 Vic-
tor coil spring in front with about a
two-inch high backing to the hole
and about half a teaspoon of lure
in the hole and sprinkled urine
over the dirt pattern.

| was very impressed that all
he thought necessary to attract
the animal was a small amount
of lure. The next thing | was im-
pressed with was that he placed
several sets close together. | was
also impressed that he had caught
325 fox the fall before. A thing
he would not do again during his
hard trapping years. After that, it
was always, more often than not,
around six hundred. He had also
been to Arizona late in the season
for coyotes and bobcats.

His plan for this season was to
go to Mississippi the coming win-
ter for ‘coon, fox, and red wolf.

He was a top-end lure maker.
He made four kinds of fox lure, a
canine bait, two types for bobcats,
two types for coyotes, two for bea-
ver, and one for ‘coon, mink, and
muskrat.

He had taken trapping instruc-
tions from Bill Nelson, who was
famous at the time. From this, he
developed an eye for location that
was infallible. He was high-speed
in putting in sets. All in all, he
could get over more country in a
day than anyone else could.

This skill and speed made him
one of the top fox trappers in the
country. His ambition was endless.

Ardell was involved in Fur
Takers of America from its very
onset. He and Joe Tennyson, the
longtime President of Fur Tak-
ers, were very good friends. He
lived in North Dakota for quite a
few years before he moved to his
new house about four miles from
Breckenridge, Minnesota. He was
very active and instrumental in
starting the North Dakota Fur Tak-
ers Chapter there. He was deeply
concerned about the quality of
trapping on a professional basis.

His approach to conducting his

All aluminum - Designed for wire lever
traps and center hookup but also works on
metal lever traps and end hookup.
Sets all #1%2’s to #4 coil spring traps and
comes with 2 sets of stainless quick links.

lure and supply business was to
attend the national rendezvous of
both national organizations and as
many state association conven-
tions as possible. While at the Fur
Takers national rendezvous, he
entered the bear trap setting con-
test and the fox trap setting pro-
ficiency event. He won the bear
trap setting contest at least twice,
maybe more. The proficiency con-
test was his several times. Once
or twice, the outcome was fairly
controversial.

In his business aspect, he also
bought some fur, but it did not
have the attraction to him as trap-
ping and lure-making did. Private

o
=

i - L 4
wDoY yourself a favor

andjjoin the ranks of
‘happy.trappers who
}have d:scovered the

RENNO advantage'

o AT

Order directly from us or from your favorite trapping supply dealer.
Send $2.00 (refundable with first order) for our large supply catalog.

——See Tip Page on www.jcconner.com —

JC Conner Ltd. * 7522 Mt. Zion Cemetery Rd., Newcomerstown, OH 43832 * 740-498-6822 or 6821 |

$85.00 each + shipping

trapping instructions were also
available when he had time, but
he wanted to be very thorough
and often had too many projects
going.

Ardell’s life revolved around
trapping in every way possible. He
contributed much to the industry
and other trappers. We were very
good friends throughout this ad-
venture. Adios Amigo! <

The Lure Maker's Guide By Russ Carman
Musk, Mystery & Misconceptions
Ly Price $20.00 plus $3.00 postage
e Sterling Fur Company
o, 1 T 11266 Frick Road T
=

. S | stering, O -u??u
Ph. 230.0 9393763
Trapping Supply Cata c:l‘ﬁ- o0 with Drdiar

RENNO S/PREMIUM/ANIMAL'LURES

are now being recognized by amateur and professional trappers
alike as solid, reliable lures of foremost fur producing quality and
are guaranteed to do what we say they will or your money refunded.
In use by some of the nations top fox and coyote trappers.

251 Maple Lane
Mifflintown, PA 17059
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Movin' ON...
by E. J. Kelley

hubarb, strawberry, and
blueberries; two crusts
with an oatmeal crum-
ble topping,” Maggie ex-
plained. | walked into the house and
asked, “Wow, what do you have in
that oven? The windows are open,
and you’re going to have grizzly
bears up here with odors like that
floating around,” | said. With re-
runs of ‘Little House on the Prai-
rie’ on the T.V. in the background, |
had just scraped a couple of dandy
skunks and put on stretchers; the
overwhelming feeling of utter con-
tentment filled my heart and soul.
There seem to be many moments
and days that fit that description
since our move to our little piece
of heaven on the prairie. Now not
every moment of everyday life is
like that. Now and then, the thorns

Personal Predator
Trapping Instruction

are felt within the roses. As a fur
trapper, nowadays more than ever,
| feel the added stress and pres-
sure of a poor-to-non-existent fur
market. | like a challenge once in a
while but come on now!

Maggie and | had just returned
from a nuisance beaver call. A
fellow from our congregation at
church asked if I'd stop and see if |
could help. His property and house
sit on the banks of the Clarks Fork
River. We stood along the bank as
he talked about the recent floods
earlier this summer and explained
how the river used to be. “There’s
where the beaver lodge was be-
fore,” he said as he pointed across
the river. | could see why they
would build there. “Okay,” | said.

Maggie and | headed along
the rocky river bed, now silted with
black sand. A lot
of deer tracks
and a very fresh
sow grizzly and
cub tracks inter-
rupted our trav-
el. Even with
a large caliber
handgun across
my chest, it
doesn’t  bring
much  comfort.
We continue up-

available.

information.

Clark. WY

Come learn & enjoy, one-on-one predator
trapping instruction in breathtaking
Northwest Wyoming. Mountains, foothills,
high desert and cropland. We have, and
cover, it all. Trapping & snaring from A
to 2. Instructions are for two days with
meals & accommodations included. Off
season only, March - August. References

Call 1.307.615.3008 for more

E.J. Kelley

river to the prop-
erty line fence
and on through

to the neigh-
bors. Not one
cut tree, twig,

track, or peeled
stick was to be
found. When
we returned to
his house, we
explained that
along with silt,
rocks, and boul-
ders, the flood-
ing also dis-
placed the bea-
ver that were
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here. He understood. We visited a
bit more and headed home.

Maggie also went along with
me to look for elk late that after-
noon. She rarely accompanies me
as her list of endless chores fills
all of her time in and around the
house. | do appreciate it when she
does, as it is nice to have her along
to visit with and enjoy the scenery.
Plus, this way, she isn’t forced to
sit there and listen to all my stories
when | get home!

September of 2015, my plans
were exactly the same as the pre-
vious years. | would be in, or on
the way, to North Dakota on Octo-
ber 1. | had to pack the truck and
trailer early this year. Maggie’s
oldest son, Ben, was getting mar-
ried at the tail end of September.
Now you might be thinking, “Yeah...
so what?” Well, the wedding was
taking place in Jamaica! | can tell
you that this ole’ country boy was
feeling way out of place and HOT!
| thought | would turn into a big
pool of bacon grease. It was inter-
esting to see the different environ-
ments and people. The wedding
was terrific, along with the food! |
even smoked a wedding cigar with
Maggie’s son and his new in-laws.
| looked hard but found absolutely
nothing to trap down there.

We returned to lowa, and | took
one more day to double-check
things before heading to North
Dakota. Arriving there, it was busi-
ness as usual. Park trailer, set up
camp, and go trap. Two days into it,
everything caught up to me. | went
down and didn’t make a move for
two days. The trapping would have
to wait until | recovered. Looking
back in my record book, the first
coyote was caught on October 8.
| don’t know how many traps | had
out, but they had ample time to
cook.

Darn slow start! Maybe it was a
blessing, though, as | still felt pretty
run down. It was caught on a new-
ly formulated lure, also. That was
a bit of good news: next coyote,
October 11. “Oh boy,” | thought.
“What'’s going on?”

| didn’t record weather con-
ditions, nor do | recall off the top



of my head. Keep on trucking, as
the saying goes. On October 14,
I checked 43 traps; | had started
keeping track of traps checked be-
cause of a very slow catch. This
day, two coyotes made it back to
camp. | was scratching my head
as to what was causing this very
slow catch. The three following
days yielded 12 coyotes, sever-
al foxes, coon, and skunks. Now
we’re cooking! | chalked up the
slow catch to the fact that some-
times they just won'’t bite. We have
all experienced that no matter what
we are trapping.

| was experiencing good re-
sults from the new lure | had put
together and an early-season bait
| was using. It had been developed
specifically for coyotes transition-
ing into a more meat diet. The
meats of the same critter had vary-
ing stages of fresh-to-the-slightest
taint (this being the third season of
testing). | took a chance and also
used this bait in some very harsh
winter conditions in Northern lowa
with, surprisingly, about the same
results. | was very pleased, to say
the least!

The following three checks
yielded ten more coyotes. By now,
it was October 20. Time, once

again, was slipping away on the
calendar. The long-range forecast
wasn’t in a trapper’s favor either,
but | don’t put much stock into the
weatherman more than a few days
out. However, it was a possibility.
Hoping my good catches would
continue, | kept trucking right along.

The next day, two coyotes and
a fox were caught. This filled the
two small freezers | had in my
stock trailer. | was very fortunate
that the ranch | stayed at once had
a family-run butchering business
and a very large walk-in freezer
that they kept going. A few more
days passed, and eight more coy-
otes were caught. The forecast
was evidently

many of them were double-staked
onthelastday. “Don’t screw up your
back,” | told myself. The change of
weather was in the air, but not here
yet. | had two days left; one to pull
and one to pack up and head back
to lowa. On October 26th, | man-
aged to pull all the traps and Lord
only knows how many pins. | was
pretty much played out after that!
After returning to camp, all traps
and stakes were put in their bar-
rels. The only thing left was to skin
the six coyotes that came back to
camp. %

correct as the
threat of bad
weather was
approaching.
Time to pull the
pins.

It would
take two days
to pull up. On
October 25,
another three
coyotes came
to camp. | had
sixty-two traps
to pull, and

LENON ANIMAL LURES

Suning Trappers and

HM"’MS (/o/\'Hﬂuousl(j
Since 1924

LENONLURES.COM

is used.

the Committee Chair listed below.

Please send completed applications to:

FUR TAKERS OF AMERICA 1S SEEKING APPLICATIONS FOR THE
2023 CHARLES DOBBINS FTA SCHOLARSHIP.

The $1,000.00 scholarship will go to a member of the FTA or immediate relative of an FTA member like

a husband/wife, son/daughter, grandson/granddaughter, sister/brother. The recipient must be majoring

in agriculture, biology, wildlife management, or a related field at an accredited two-year or four-year
vocational/technical school, college, or university. Official documentation indicating you have been
accepted at a school as a first-year student, registration for classes if you are in school, or something to
show us you would qualify for the scholarship will be required. There are no stipulations on how the money

In addition to the application, we will ask for a short paper telling us about yourself, your career goals, and
how this scholarship will help you achieve those goals. The Charles Dobbins Scholarship Committee will
determine the successful applicant. The winner will be announced at the 2023 Fur Takers Convention.
Applications must be postmarked by April 15, 2023, to be eligible. Applications can be downloaded from
the Fur Takers of America website — (http://furtakersofamerica.com/scholarship.html)- and mailed to

Cory Van Driel, PO Box 516, Isle MN 56342
Phone: 320-676-1912 (Leave a message) * Email: erminetrapper@yahoo.com
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TRAPPING GUIDES & MAGAZINES
by Darrell Medlock

How to be a Fur Trapper

This little book is part of the Little
Blue Book series. It was written by
Raymond Spears and published
by E. Haldeman-Julius of Girard,

Kansas.
jsm.é Hill's
LONE WOLF LURES

(920) 660-9256

(Text or Leave Message)

WWW.LONEWOLFLURES.COM

Quality and Consistency
you can Depend on.

(dealer inquires welcome)

It says it is copyrighted but has
no date. However, the front cover
says Spears is Conservation Di-
rector of the American Trapper’s
Association, making it around
1934.

Itis 5 X 3 3/8 inches and has
32 pages. The cover is yellow.

There are a couple of pages
about the value of fur caught in
various states and a little on prime
and unprime furs and hides.

It has three pages about find-
ing the right place to make a set
and five on the bait to use for
each animal.

There are several pages on
prospecting for fur and the trap
size to use. He recommends larg-
er traps than | would use, except
for the smaller animals.

LITTLE BLUE BOOK X
Eired by £ Haldiman tulins 1100

How to Be a Fur
Trapper

Conservation Tirector, Amerlean Trappers”
Association

Raymond 8. Spears

He uses much more room con-
demning poison than on sets for
the animals. You can learn how to
find places for your sets but only a
little about actually making sets.

Spears wrote several books
and dozens of magazine articles.
Because of this, rather than the
information on making sets, $5 to
$7 would be a reasonable price.

i Skpprhas P Frra il onld e

Fur-Fist-Gane

il P
& L

Whether You Trap
For Fun or Money. . .
We'll Make Sure You

America’s Trapping
Magazine Since 1925

Get More of It.
fur-Fisu-Game

The Tradition of Trapping Lives On Every Month
Don’t Miss Out — Subscribe Today

12 Issues for only $22.95!
Call (614) 231-9585 » www.furfishgame.com

2878 East Main Street, Columbus, OH 43209 23FTJ
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F}m'l’du Victor, Bridger, Duke, Sleepy Creek, Monlana, Minnesola Brand, KB Manufacturing, Snare Shop Snares,
Dobbins Froducts, Mark June Products, J.C. Conner, Blackie's Blend, O'Gorman Lures, Hawbaker Lures,
FPogo Anchors, Marsyada Froducts, Grawe's Lures, Lenons Lures ¥ and much, much more.

F&T F'UR HARVESTER?S TRADING POST

Everything you need for Trapping, Hunting with Hounds and Fredator Calling

ALPENA, MICHIGAN ¥ O989-T27-8727 ¥ www. FFNTPOST.COM
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WAIT 1S A 4 LETTER WORD
by The Trout Whisperer

e both have the same
itch, in the very same
spot, right between
our respective ears.
The itch is in a place neither of us
can scratch right now because
trapping season where we live is
still three months away.
| can see in my mind’s eye
a big old well-furred, perfectly
prime coyote out there, sitting on
its haunches, thinking how it will
outsmart me this season, and me
thinking, how not to get skunked.
Traps that need fixing are
done, baked, boiled, dyed, and

fried. They’re so ready, steel will-
ing and able, and just like us stuck
on hold, like a night latch, without
a fox foot around anytime soon.
We wait.

We have picked up and set
down each other’s traps so much
that it’s not fun anymore to go
through them for the umpteenth
time. If folks could see how
smooth after loads of sanding my
stretcher boards are, they’d think
| was bored, and they’d be right.
Same with all our new bottles of
can’t miss potions. | can almost
guote some ingredients from

memory, and my nostrils have

a pretty good clue about what’s

in some of them. Like a genie in
Aladdin’s lamp, they want out, but
before giving off any scents, they
will have to wait, just like us. <

Sterling Grizz
* Super Strong Music Wire Spring = Drain Hole
*Mud Ejection Window System «ST500 Swivels
#TwistLoc Anchor *Made in the U.5.A.

Price i
$15.95/ea. ({;: P
$179.95/do. -f?‘.cz‘?'m‘f
Shipping: O

Under $40: $9.90; $40 - $100: $16.90; Over $100: $24.90
"~ | Sterling Fur Company
S 11268 Frick Rd, Sterling, OH 44276

| Ph: 330-939-3763 -

Host Hotel:

Best Western Plus Jefferson
1409 W. Junction Rd
Jefferson, WI 53549

(920) 541-3900

(FTA Discount rate is $129/night
plus tax.)

Fur TAKERS oF AMERICA
55" RENDEZVOUS

June 22-24, 2023

Jefferson County Fairgrounds

503 North Jackson Ave., Jefferson, WI 53549

FTA EVENTS

Thursday, June 22
FTA Banquet
National Council Meeting

Friday, June 23
FTA Auction

ADDITIONAL HOTELS IN THE AREA:

’,‘h..t Il"‘_i""l‘ L
*‘i‘n - 4

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT.
Julie Gabris

WTA Convention Coordinator
(920) 382-2012
convention@wistrap.org

Comfort Suites Holiday Inn Express Country Inn & Suites Super 8 Quality Inn & Suites
725 Paradise Lane 1680 Madison Ave. 1650 Doris Drive 1730 S. Church St. 1225 Janesville Ave.
Johnson Creek, WI 53038  Fort Atkinson, WI 53538  Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 ~ Watertown, WI 53094  Fort Atkinson, W1 53538
(920) 699-2800 (920) 563-3600 (920) 542-1600 (920) 261-1188 (920) 563-6444
$125/night + tax $148/night + tax $148/night + tax $145/night + tax $110/$120/night + tax

Make Plans Today! Fun for the whole family.

Keep up to date at http://www.furtakersofamerica.com/convention for additional information and the latest updates!
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AcallFor2023 NATIONAL AWARDS NOMINATIONS 5

Since its formation, the Fur Takers of America has been blessed with countless dedicated people working to preserve our way of life. Many of their
names have gone unknown but each is to be commended for the countless hours and miles they have donated to preserve our heritage. It is time
they be acknowledged for their service.

Each year the Fur Takers takes nominations from the membership for several of these individuals to receive acknowledgment. The FTA
National Awards Committee is entrusted with the responsibility of accepting nominations. If someone is nominated for more than one award, the
Secretary and Nominations Committee will determine for which award the nominee will be a candidate. This decision will be based on number
of nominations received, information received about the nominee, and whether nominee fits the criteria. People may receive the Hall of Fame and
American Heritage Award only one time.

Hall of Fame (2 given each year) Someone, alive or deceased, who has been instrumental in the formation of and implementation of the ideals
of Fur Takers of America. He or she is someone who has been or is actively involved with FTA for a number of years. An individual may receive
this award only one time.

American Heritage Someone, a group or individual, who has actively worked to preserve the heritage of trapping. This could be through
financial donations or donations of time and talents above and beyond the call of duty. Nominee does not have to be a member of the FTA. An
individual or group may receive this award one time only. Current officers/board members are not eligible for this award.

Fur Taker of The Year This person is a member of FTA who has done something special/outstanding for Fur Takers this past year. Make sure
nominee tells us what he/she has done.

Distinguished Service Anyone who contributed to FTA in a unique manner either this past year or has done so over a number of years should
be nominated for this award. Nominee does not have to be a member of FTA.

Chapter of The Year Chapter that has done something special/outstanding during this past year should be nominated for this award.

Give specific details.

Affiliate of the Year Affiliate that has done something special/outstanding during this past year should be nominated for this award.
Give specific details.

To make nominations, mail the person’s/group’s name, award they are being nominated for, and some information telling us why you believe
they should be considered for the award. Nominations will be accepted before May 15, 2023 to allow time for voting and having plaques made.
Nominations will not be accepted over the telephone. The awards will be presented at the FTA National Council meeting during the FTA National
Rendezvous in June. Submissions may be mailed to;

Charlie Maschek, 115 North Mathews Rd., Greenwood, IN 46143 (317) 881-3075 hoosiertrapper@aol.com

January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023

“CIRCLE OF FRIENDS” (o8

Rules: All donations received starting January 1, 2023 and ending on December 31, 2023, will qualify for 3
recognition. Donations will be cumulative during the year. You may make more than one donation during 2023
and move up accordingly on our Circle of Friends for 2023. All levels will receive a token of appreciation from

Fur Takers of America with top levels being recognized at the National Council Banquet. Any questions?

Contributions should also be sent to:
Fur Takers of America, Inc. PO Box 98, Oregon, WI 53575 (608) 298-3119 accounting@furtakersofamerica.com

SILVER LYNX — $5,000 OR MORE
Fur-Fish-Game Magazine
ELUSIVE BOBCAT — $2,500 - $4,999

Jeff Dunnier

CLEVER COYOTE — $1,000 - $2,499

Jay Mounier

SLY FOX — $500 - $999

Bob Jameson % Keith Landies < Michael Sells

XXX1 MINK — $100 - $499

KS Fur Harvesters Assoc. #42 « Jerry Schillling  Jim Ifft « Thomas Shaver ¢ Ricky Thomsen
Victor Van Tassel « Robert Wendt « Kevin White
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Mike Sells

GAME WARDEN’s
CaskE Loc

Reminiscences of Retired lowa Warden,

-.I:ﬁ" ! L |

iyl

n the old days, the only thing
issued to a game warden was
his badge. He wore his own
clothes, drove his own car,
used his own boat, and carried his
own gun if he wanted to carry one.
The first state cars were is-
sued starting in 1953. They were
bare-bones vehicles without
any accessories. Some officers
weren’t happy about issued cars
because they had bought cars to
use for work and were counting
on the five cents per mile reim-
bursement to help pay for the ve-
hicle.
The first 2-way police radios
were loaned to the game war-

also gave them their radio call
numbers. That call number was
always preceded by the county
number. For example, | was 51-
7. Jefferson County is number 51
alphabetically among lowa’s 99
counties. In the 1960s, the state
started issuing low-band radios
to game wardens, so the sheriff’s
radios were returned to them. In
1977 we switched to a high-band
radio system which provided far
better coverage. Often with the
low-band radio system, we could
not call out for help if we needed
it.

When we went with the
new high band system, we also

dens from the local sheriff, who

Increase your speed, efidency, and your Fur Check!

with Mike Sells’
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changed our radio call sign pro-

gram to get us away
from the local sher-
iff's system, which
had caused us some
problems. In several
counties throughout
the state, the local
sheriff didn’t like the
game warden and
revoked his radio call
sign. That forced the
game warden to seek
a radio call else-
where. With our new
system, our central
office in Des Moines
issued the radio

call numbers. Three
sections within the
lowa Conservation
Commission had law
enforcement author-
ity and were issued
radios. Those sec-
tions were the Parks
Section, the Waters
Section, and the Fish
and Game Law En-
forcement Section.
To distinguish what
section was calling,
the Waters Section

utilized the 100 series of numbers,
the Parks Section used the 200
series, and Fish and Game LE
operated the 300 series. My radio
call sign then went from 51-7 to
C-351. On the radio, the C stood
for Conservation, and 351 meant
that | was from the F&G LE Sec-
tion (300 series) and | was from
county 51 (Jefferson).

It was in 1966 when the state
started issuing uniforms. For quite
a few years before that, the state
prescribed what you would wear,
but they didn’t issue it. Then start-
ing in 1967, the state issued hand-
guns to game wardens. The first
ones issued were Smith & Wes-
son Model 28 in .357 Magnum cal-
iber. Even though the state issued
the handgun, it was not required
to be worn while on duty. When |
came on, very few game wardens
routinely carried the handgun.

By the time | came on in 1975,
game wardens were pretty well
equipped, and new items were
issued yearly. When pocket tape
recorders were issued in 1976,
they were a big hit. Now we could
record conversations with people
without them knowing they were
being recorded. People were
always reluctant to say much or
admit to anything with a visible
recorder. The pocket recorders
made it a lot easier. Of course,
pocket tape recorders were soon
challenged in court, but they were
upheld due to lowa’s one-party
consent law.

In 1982 we traded in our Mod-
el 28 S&W revolvers for new S&W
Model 686 Stainless Steel re-
volvers with night sights. By then,
| was a district supervisor and
handed out the new handguns at
a district meeting. One of the offi-
cers proclaimed that the handgun
was the most valuable piece of
equipment ever issued. Another
officer disagreed and stated that
the pocket tape recorders were
the most valuable. There ensued
a lively conversation with each of-
ficer expounding on his reasoning.
At one point, | told them that | felt
they were both wrong. In my opin-
ion, the high-quality Bausch and



Lomb binoculars we were issued
served a game warden even bet-
ter than the handgun or the tape
recorder. They both looked at me
like | was crazy and then resumed
their argument. Everyone else
was quite bemused. Those two of-
ficers never changed their minds,
nor did I.

| can think of numerous cas-
es | made every year that might
not have been made without
the aid of those binoculars. One
time | was driving across the Des
Moines River on an old rickety
one-lane bridge when | saw some-
thing that looked odd way down
the river. | grabbed my binoculars
and saw a man taking fish out of
a fish trap. He got a ticket for run-
ning an illegal fish trap. With the
naked eye, | wouldn’t have been
able to see him lift the trap and
empty it of its catch. Another time,
on the same river, | watched a
man wading in a shallow riffle as
he crossed nearly to the far shore.
Then he laid down in the river,
slid into a little deeper water, and
lifted a fish trap. Fifteen minutes
later, | met him where he went in
and relieved him of a burlap sack
that contained nine nice catfish.
My binoculars made it possible to
watch his every movement while
he was checking the fish trap.

| have previously written about
making the duck case, where the
guys hid an over-limit of ducks in
a burlap bag amongst their de-
coys. Again, my binoculars made
that case—the same way with the
deer camp we had under surveil-
lance for six days. We were se-
creted in heavy woods on a high
hill overlooking the deer camp.
We quickly learned that small
compact binoculars that are easy
to carry are not worth a darn when
looking through them for long pe-
riods. We had a couple of different
brands, and none of them were
nearly as good as our full-size
B&L 7X50 Navy binoculars. | even
prefer them to our spotting scopes
that give you a close-up look. The
spotting scopes were just as hard
to look through for extended peri-
ods as the small compact binoc-

ulars are. | think | have made my
point; to me, the binoculars were
the most valuable piece of equip-

ment | used on an almost daily
basis. <

PROFESSIONAL TRAPPING
INSTRUCTIONS! 5,

On my traplines in New Mexico, Nebraska, Kansas, and | = “&
North Dakota targeting coyote and bobcat or Beaver in |« A mwm =
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Robert Waddell, 17999 CR 553, Memphis, MO 63555
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Robert is the “Real Thing” and he has the
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NEW BJOA” Nir. Pete,

a Limited Biography!
Pete Askins has generously agreed to us telling a

part of his story! é’ff JOUR COFY 700417

Pete Askins trapped in nearly every
Mr. Pete

state and many foreign countries, and for
over 20 years was the design engineer for
Woodstream (formerly “Victor™) traps.
His creative efforts produced patented
tools for wildlife management that be-
came the “Kleenex” of the industry, and
of modern wildlife management.

Pete’s remarkable work ethic, his acute
sense of engineering and manufacturing,
his woodsman's skills, his lack of toler-
ance for political and social posturing,
and his faith in family, self, and the Amer-
ican lifestyle led him to become a truly
self~made man, who has done more for
animal welfare than any hundred animal
rights activisis combined,

Pete's awards include Hall of Fame
recognition for FTA, NTA, PA, and MD
Trappers, just to name a_few!

m _..J.J _.n_]_.,l_j_r_:l_rJJJj ,.I'J1
Pete Askins:

by Dave Hastings

All proceeds go

Sand $15 + 54 s+H 1o to the FTAI

FTA Merchandise
PO Box 98
Oregon, WI 5635675 (B608) 298-3119
accounting@furtakersofamerica.com
{Or, pick up yvour copy at the Rendezvous!)
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FUR TAKER TALK

Tricks, Tips, and Musings
with Mike Marchewka

Not too old to learn.

| was recently contacted by
my local Fur Takers Chapter 17-I
President Dan Schweisthal, ask-
ing to help run a trapping booth
at a new outdoor event. A fairly
new sporting organization called
Learn To Hunt was hosting an
educational/fundraiser right here
in my hometown of Crystal Lake,
lllinois. Dan was busy hosting an
IDNR Trapper’s Ed. class and
couldn’t do both, so | agreed to
help out. | reached out to several
trapping supply dealers hoping
to sponsor a few raffle prizes for
the event and, as usual, got a fan-
tastic response. The Kaatz Bros.,
Duke Trap Co., Paul Dobbins, and
the Ico Tec game call company
responded with donations. A big
Thank You to those companies!
Ron Peters from Fur Takers called
and offered to help me at the

event. If you don’t already know
Ron, he is the Governing Board
Chairman for FTA and lives in
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin.
He made a tremendous effort in
making the drive to and from this
event. Thanks again, Ron! The
event ran smoothly, and lots of
questions about trapping, trap-
pers, and the different laws were
asked. Overall, it was a very good
night, and Ron and | agreed that
this organization would continue
to improve in its presentation.

New Duke traps.

Duke Trap Company has
come out with The Duke Pro
Series 8.5 coil spring trap. The
trap comes in two versions. One
version of the new trap has a
regular closed jaw designed in
a thick cast of malleable steel.
While designed to be a wolf trap,

it can double as a

experience.

Check out our website:

Marty Smith
712-366-1356

Heg Creek Baits & Lures, LLC

e [ have over 40 years of trapping

e Original Bill Nelson Formulas

* Trapping experience in four states.

www.kegereekbaits-lures.com

beaver trap. The other
trap version utilizes
thick, offset, mallea-
ble jaws and is much
better suited for dry
land wolf trapping.
The Duke 8.5 trap
has an OUTSIDE
jaw spread of eight
and one-half inches,
but the INSIDE jaw
spread is seven and
three-quarters of an
inch, so check your
state laws. The trap
is a tank of a trap!
The spring system is
a four-coil rig that is
- super stout! The trap

% | comes base-plated,
and center swiveled
off to a heavy chain
that has a heavy end
swivel. Check these
new traps out!

Mouses?

The English lan-
guage has unusual
rules on how some
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words should be pronounced, ap-
plied, and even spelled. I'll use
the common words two and too as
examples. They are pronounced
the same but have different mean-
ings. One is a number; the other
can mean, in addition, permissi-
ble, possible, or excessive. Other
words are spelled very differently
in different situations. | recently
completed a nuisance animal job
that could be an example of a
necessary word change in the En-
glish language for multiple (I mean
a number in the hundreds) mice. |
say the word should be MOUSES
instead of MICE! How the word
MICE came from MOUSE, I'll
never know. Back to the trapping
story.

A client called asking for help
controlling SOME rodents on his
recently purchased property. |
asked for a couple more details
and gave him my setup and in-
spection fee price, and he agreed.
So | drove out to see what was
happening. Upon arrival, the
house appeared pretty standard
at first glance. The structure was
older, probably a 1970s build. The
15 acres it sat on was very well-
kept and picturesque, and it was
probably the reason for the pur-
chase. | met with the client, and
he took me around the property;
things looked good.

| expected to have a tour of
the house, but instead, he led me
to the back of the property, and
we entered a large storage barn.
As he opened the door, | caught
a strong odor of rodent urine and
droppings. “This is where we
have the rodent issue,” he said.
We walked into the next room of
the building, and all | saw were
MOUSES! These suckers were
all over the dirt floor, and some
were even on the walls. | thought |
was in the movie Ben for a minute.
He looked at me and must have
caught my surprised look. “What
do you think?” he asked. “I think
you have a “MOUSES” problem,”
| replied. He nervously laughed,
and | stopped counting “mouses”
at 60 because some of the ro-
dents ran under some boxes and
boards and reappeared running



up the wall. We walked out of

the building, and | started asking
questions like, “Did you do “a
walk-through” of the storage build-
ing before you agreed to purchase
the property? Have you noticed
any rodent activity in the house?
Have you tried to remove any of
the rodents yet? And how do you
feel about killing these critters?”

According to my client, he
did not do a walk-through of the
storage building. The previous
owner told him that he had some
expense items in the building and
did not want anyone inside. He
did walk the outside perimeter but
did not notice any rodent activity.
He didn’t notice any activity in the
house, but he only has been on
the property for a month. He did
say that the house and building
had been vacant for about six
months due to some financial de-
lays he experienced with the loan.
He said that he hadn’t tried con-
trolling the rodents yet and had
no issues with killing rodents. We
scouted around the outside edge
of the 15 acres and walked the
house’s perimeter. No evidence
of rodents was found. In my mind,
| thought something was luring
these mouses to the building. |
quoted him a price, and he quickly
agreed. | returned to the truck and
grabbed a bucket of 12 traps, bait,
a box of glue boards, a hammer,
and my nail apron. | also grabbed
my .22 rifle and a box and a half
of .22 caliber rat shot (very fine
shot), and a five-gallon bucket. |
would bring more equipment to-
MOrrow.

My client was eager to help,
and | showed him how to operate
the single-shot bolt action rifle. He
had hunted squirrels and rabbits
as a kid, so he was familiar with
the gun. He started shooting at
the far end of the building while |
set traps at the other end. | tacked
a few glue boards up about two
feet to the wooden beams that
supported the building and put
a dab of sweet coon lure in the
middle of the sticky board. The
shap-type traps were placed ran-
domly along the dirt floor where
several tunnels came together. As

Beaver Business
vy Jef§ Dunnier, East Texas Wildlise
amﬁe Control, the book that features

D
the Dunnier Panel System,
gzt;m that maximizes trapping efforts for

ver and otter, sor the ADC

job, or the tur line, Uve

r 150 photos
and illustrations, covering the sys-

tem, and also business basics like
Contracts; Marketing, and

other tips; Traps, tools, and
equipment; EXplosives; and more!

you can probably guess, there
were a lot of tunnels. The traps
were baited with a Q-tip amount of
generic peanut butter. By the time
| finished setting out the traps and
glue boards, my client had already
killed ten mouses, and there were
six more critters in the traps and
boards. All the dead critters were
dropped into the bucket (we used
gloves). We made

Only $12.00 + $500s5 & h

Send Check or money order to:
Jeff Dunnier

5286 Harris Lake Road
Marshall, TX 75672
(903) 935-3561

additional traps, bait, and glue
boards and started setting out
more equipment in the next room.
That’s when | stumbled upon

the food source that drew these
rodents to the building. It was a
large bag of wild rice covered up
by some boxes. The canvas bag

Continued on page 24

another check and
had five more. My
client and | took turns
shooting and final-

ly ran out of ammo.
Eleven more critters

Forsyth

¥ Lures

/ '\ «the Lure of the North!

P.0, Box 756, Alix AB Canada TOC 080
Pic (403) T0-2904 /| www.lorsythlure.com

were killed and placed
in the bucket. | would
bring more ammo to-
morrow. | instructed
my client that I'd be
back tomorrow with
more equipment.
The next day, |
checked traps and
glue boards and had
12 more rodents.
Some had been can-
nibalized. The traps
were reset and rebait-
ed. The glue board
caught mouses were
dead, so | just rolled
them up and tacked
up new glue boards,
and baited them. My
client had already
begun shooting. |
grabbed the box of
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used to hold the rice was riddled
with holes, and most of the rice
slipped through the holes. There
must have been several genera-
tions of mouses that had used this
food source and the protection

of the building to breed and have
their young. | showed my client
the rice and explained my theory
on the high number of rodents.
He dropped another eight dead
critters in the bucket, handed me
the rifle, and left to grab a shovel
and some garbage bags. | contin-
ued setting traps and then started
shooting. When he returned, |
dropped five more dead critters in
the bucket and then checked the
traps. Only three mouses were
caught, and they were dropped
into the bucket.

The client filled up two gar-
bage bags and cleaned up the
remains of the rice pretty well. |
noticed that he had a big burn pile
stacked up high from cleaning
up branches and leaves from the
property. | recommended that the
rice, the bag, the surrounding box-
es, and the bucket of mouses be
extinguished in the fire. He got the
fire going while | shot more ro-
dents and checked traps. | left for
the day but returned the following
day to check traps and shoot any
visible mouses. The traps held
six rodents, and | only shot three
more. We were starting to make
a dent in the population. Before
| left, all the traps were rebait-
ed. After a week of trapping and
shooting the remaining population
of mouses, we had totaled 96
dead. | sold my client some traps
and a few glue boards so he could
continue the necessary work. He
was very satisfied with the time
and effort that was put in. In my
thirty- five years of trapping, | had
never seen that many rodents in
one place at one time except in
pictures and film.

New owner.

If you don’t know yet, veteran
Kansas trapper and expert fab-
ricator Lee Steinmeyer sold his
popular dispatch tool, The Death
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Ray, to Kendall Obermeier of NO-
BS Lures. Kendall will now take
over the manufacturing and deal-
ership of these fine tools.

Just another piece of the
puzzle or bag of tricks.

| think it is fair to say that
trappers want to be able to utilize
ALL of the tools available to them
when in the field attempting to
catch wild furbearers. This “bag
of tricks,” as | call it, basically en-
compasses tools and strategies
others have tried and proven
successful. In these lean times of
record low wild fur prices and high
fuel prices, thoughts of how to run
a trapline and not have to take a
loan from the bank get a trapper
to thinking. Let me throw a few out
some thoughts for consideration.

Trap check laws. Each state
has mandated times when a
trapper must check and remove
a captured animal from the trap/
snare/cable restraint. Science has
proven that good equipment can
vastly reduce damage to captured
animals in foothold traps IF the
foothold traps include extra swiv-
eling points, wide jaw faces, and
strong trap springs. Some states
mandate a daily or 24-hour check.
Others have a 36-hour check, and
still, others have longer checks.
Why the differences? Is it due to
the different regions of the coun-
try? The weather? Is it people’s
perceptions? Is it roaming domes-
tic animals?

Can | throw this out? WHY
are the legal, licensed trappers
responsible for others’ actions/
feelings? The trapper has done
everything right, but others still
limit them. It is obvious that under
the right conditions, a trapper can
cover more ground and run more
traps for LESS cost. In today’s
low fur market and higher fuel
and out-of-pocket expenses, this
makes sense or CENTS.

Snares are another widely
discussed tool amongst trappers.
Some states prohibit snares, while
others restrict where the snare
can be placed. For instance,
some states allow snares only in
the water and not on land. The

type of lock that can be used on
snares is also mandated. Some
states require certain locks and
prohibit others. Again why? Allow-
ing the use of this tool will allow
fur trappers to harvest (control an-
imal populations) more effectively.
Another thought is the time to
begin and end the harvest of wild
fur. The old saying was to start
trapping in any month that has
an “R” in it. That usually meant
that some trappers would start in
late September or October. That
would be fine in some areas of
the country, but in others, that is
too early as warmer temperatures
might cause spoilage issues. But
from a strictly population control
point of view, it would work well as
there would be fewer weather-re-
lated issues. These points are
meant to give some perspective
on what we are facing these next
few seasons. There will be fewer
fur trappers out in the fields due
to costs. It might be time for state
DNRs to consider some of these
factors to encourage more trap-
ping participants to get back in the
field to control the wild furbearers
populations. And if rule changes
are made, research those results
to possibly add tools to the fur
trappers to increase their bag of
tricks.

Great information.

The old-time, well-written
Harding trapping books may have
already crossed your reading ta-
ble. | believe many trappers have
enjoyed these historic pieces of
trapping literature and dreamed
of what it would be like to trap
back in those days. You know,
when the money from your wild fur
check could buy a few weeks sup-
ply of food and pay the monthly
bills. Perhaps my favorite Harding
book is Steel Traps. This book in-
troduced me to the different styles
of foothold traps that were offered
to trappers back in the day. Well,
now there is a website that will al-
low you to peruse the other Hard-
ing books. Go to www.Gutenberg.
org to see the many editions of
these wonderful books. Now there
will not be the same feeling you



will get when holding and reading
the actual Harding books, but you
can see which ones you like, and
then you can purchase them at
the many trapping supply dealers
that advertise in this magazine.

Musk-A-Tier

| got a nuisance beaver call
this past summer from a new cli-
ent. It was from a village about
thirty miles away. The road com-
missioner from that village called
complaining about a flooded road
going back into a city dump. He
had gotten my name from anoth-
er road commissioner that | trap
for; he was desperately trying to
resolve the flooding problem. After
answering a barrage of questions,
he told me that at least two other
local trappers had tried trapping
these beaver. He also said that
since the dump was in an unincor-

porated area, his crew had taken
potshots at the beaver trying to
alleviate the issue. | quoted him a
high price, not wanting to get in-
volved with this affair, and he ac-
cepted anyway. It took me a week
to finally put the bracelets on this
lone beaver. | figured it wouldn’t
go into a 330, as that’s what the
other trappers had tried. So | de-
cided to stick to the
footholds. There
wasn’t a dam pres-
ent, and the beaver
was living in a deep
bank den.

Well, maybe this
beaver didn’t know
that the lure it was
smelling was con-

a new muskrat lure that Jack Hill
from Lone Wolf Lures had sent
me. Musk-A-Tier is a minty smelly
lure. Jack tells me there is no ac-
tual mint in it, but it is effective on
ALL water animals. All | can say
is that it put a big smile on one
village commissioner’s face. It
works. <+

Pingley’s Professional Lures

Formerly Dirk Miller’s High Plains
Professional Lures
Duke & Jack Predator Lures

TRAPPING SUPPLIES FOR SALE
Licensed 304-641-7908

cocted for muskrats, n pingleyprofessionallures.com

but | didn’t care. |
finally caught that
old bachelor! | used

We accept credit cards and PayPal.
8227 LOWER TIMBER RIDGE RD, RIVERTON, WV 26814

FTA Sustaining DonNORs

2023

Reminder: The Sustaining Donor donation has been increased from $20 to $40.

Bateman, David IN
Bethell, Jim IL
Bigham, Gordon MI
Brenke, Mervin MN
Brown, Jeff IN
Covin, Bart TX
Covin, Travis TX
Cronin, Jim NE

Del Priore, Anthony NY
Depugh, Joe IN
Dunnier, Jeff TX
Dunnier, Jill TX
Ellerman, Pete PA
Fisher, John NY
Gehman, Jason PA
Grawe, Ardel MN
Hast, Bob IN
Inabnit, James IN
Jensen, Leroy IL
Kane, Edgar TN
Kirchner, Arlene IL
Kirchner, Gayle IL

Kirk, John KY
Knaebel, Don MO
Lutz, Terry PA

Macy, Donna & Roger KS
Marak, Darrell 1A
Masson, William MI
Morse, Raymond ME
Myszkowski, Robert PA
Noneman, James IA
Oakey, Tom Mi

Papai, Joe NJ

Pataye, Clinton NY
Ridge, Mark PA

Rody, John IN
Schmitt, Susan ND
Schuhrke, Richard ND
Shelly, Terry PA
Sphar, Walter PA
Spittle, Mike PA
Standhart, Timothy NY
Suronen, Wayne MN
Vaught, Jim KY

Walters, Curt WI
Waters, Randy IN

Total: 46

Every trapper can say

“THANK YOU”

to these sustaining donors
who do a little extra for the
FTA. If you would like to
become a sustaining donor,
send $40 to:

FTA, PO Box 98,
Oregon, W1 53575

accounting@
furtakersofamerica.com

Also, forgive us if we have
misspelled or omitted your name
- get in touch with Steve to have it
corrected!
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NORTHWEST PREDATOR &

WiLpLiIFE CONTROL
by Scott Phillips

here are a lot of areas that
are good snare locations,
but when they are first
found, they don’t look like
a good spot. When | was in South
Dakota, | had the great opportu-
nity to snare woven wire fences
about 97% of the time. This made
snaring a lot easier with a lot less
work. Other states | have been in

don’t have this much sheep fence.

The predators are still there and
cross fences, but most fences
are barbed wire, all from three to

six strands, the first being harder
to snare because of the limited
guiding or fencing to make the
coyotes or other predator cross
where you want them to. There
are other great locations besides
crawl unders at fences. Some of
these take a little more work, such
as trails.

Trails have a lot of different
animals traveling them, so you
have to take precautions such
as using a jump stick so the deer
jump over your snare instead of

THE Fur TAKER
Back Issues

We have a good supply of back issues
of The Fur Taker magazine.

| We are willing to send them to you at
your request. A donation to cover the
shipping charges is asked for.

If interested, please contact:

LOUIE KRUMWIEDE

PO Box 3

Buckley, IL 60918

Email: krumui5@gmail.com
Phone: 217-781-8778

m NORTHWEST PREDATOR & WILDLIFE CONTROL L
3856 Shunn Rd., Vale, OR 97918 # (715) 250-8443 # Emall: Scott_phillipsd9@yahoo.com

| carry the best baits and lures money can buy. 5o try my baits and lures and see if you aren’t 100%
satisfied with the results! | guaorantee you will not be disappointed—make that a money back
puarantee, | make them. |use them. | know they work,

We offer bottles in: 2 oz=514/ea; 4 0z=525/ea; BAITS are offered in PINTS only=520/ea.

w9 % % A % % 7 ORIGINATOR OF GREASE-BASED LURES r r & r W A o o

LURES AVAILABLE ‘Wind River Paste Bait
Alaska lynx Cat  Catacious Magnum Marten  Scent Post Savwy Wolfer Bait
AlLL9 Close Up Barten Candee Snake River Breaks Yakima River Paste Bait
Beaver Call Columbia River  Mink Magnum ‘Wind River Catch-all Total Chaos
Canine Catcher Congregation M.C. M-44 Hat Creek Paste Bait
Canine Demise Harvest Moon Morthwest Call BAITS AVAILABLE %  Horse Meat
Cat Gland Long Range Call  Predator Musk Horse Meat - Hot

ther lures avallable: Silver Lynuc (4 oz & pints only); Magnum O Slick (pint=512/es; gallon=s90fea) _
# "We have Coyote Urine - 58 pint; Bobeat Urine - $5.00 pint # #'We carry used traps--call for
#Cage Trappers: We offer what you need to catch cats# Availability & pricing! %

" We are the home of Deimer Kramer's formulas. | bought the business from him directly. I'still |

use oll the natural ingredients that are possible to get, real glands, and 100% cat and horse! <
SHIPFING & PAYMENT: VISA, MasterCard & Venmo accepted. Persanal checks held for clearance.
Mo CODs. We ship via USPS and use Flat Rate boxes (512.45 med; 519,35 Irg).

R CALL, WRITE OR EMAIL FOR A PRODUCT LIST TODAY! &
M Visit us on the web! www.northwestpredatorandwildlifecontrol.com B

“Quality boits ond lures made by a full-time trapper for troppers”

ducking into it. Fences can be the
same. Antelope aren’t great fence
jumpers like deer are, so blocking
down holes is very important. The
younger antelope can go through
a small crawl under a fence.
Great locations for snares are
washes or creeks under fences.
Out west, these washes can be
quite large. | have even added
sheep fence to the barbed wire in
some locations to make a good
barrier. Some of these fence addi-
tions can be up to 30 yards wide.
Remember, many of these
washes will get a large amount
of water flow at times, so when
| add wire, | tie off the top solid,
but | leave the bottom of the wire
tied lightly. When a gusher comes
along, the wire will become free
at the bottom like a flap, allowing
water and debris to flow down-
stream. Tying the wire solid will
create a dam of debris and blow
out the fence. But by making a
flap with the fencing, it will release
downstream. You will have to fix
the added wire occasionally to
make a good barrier, but that is
how it goes. It all takes work.
Another great tool is tumble-
weeds; they can be used to block
fences but will “blow out” during
a gusher. When this happens,
collect more tumbleweeds to fill
the voids back in. When a catch
is made, you will have to fill in
around the catch circle again. It
takes work, but when you see how
it makes great locations, the work
will be well worth the effort. | have
used these methods in ten differ-
ent states and have had great re-
sults in all of them. Building loca-
tions on the line will pay off in the
long run and increase your catch.
A lot of this work can be done pre-
season but don’t be afraid to put
in a little more work on the line to
increase your success. %

Sterling Traps and complete line of frapping supplies
Oterling Send $3.00 for Large Catalog
- Sterling Fur Company

_ 11268 Frick Road

: Steding, Oh 44278

st Ph. 330-939-3763 S0

The Lure Maker's Guide By Carman $20000 plus $3.00 Postage
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URBAN ANIMAL
DaAaMAGE CONTROL
With Rob Erickson

n the previous issue, we dis-

cussed determining hourly and

daily rates. We'll look at differ-

ent ways of pricing services
and jobs in this issue.

When setting prices, knowing
how you want to charge for that
service is important. For example,
are you going to charge a service
fee, along with a per animal and/
or per trip fee? Maybe the ser-
vice will be charged at a flat rate,
hourly rate, hourly plus materials,
or by linear/square feet. Will you
be charging a consultation/inspec-
tion fee, and how do you want to
handle travel?

I'm sure there are even more
choices based on how you break
down the services offered.

When choosing how to charge
for a service, | recommend check-
ing the laws and regulations
involved with the service area.

Certain services, such as bat
exclusion, bird netting installation,
and Canada Goose harassment,
tend not to have daily time re-
quirements/restrictions. On the
flip side, groundhog, skunk, and
raccoon traps may need to be
checked daily. Additionally, there
may be requirements that once
the operator is notified about an
animal in a trap, they have X num-
ber of hours to remove it. This can
be troublesome, especially with
job sites that require the animal to
be removed within an hour or two
of capture.

Other restrictions to consider
include who has to perform the
trap check and whether or not
trap checks can be conducted via
electronic devices. All of this af-
fects how much it costs to provide
the service you're being hired to
perform.

Generally, most operators
charge a service and per animal
fee when removing problem an-
imals. The benefit of this pricing
model is that the more animals
you catch, the more money you
should make. The con to this
model is that if you don't catch
any animals, or if it takes a longer
than expected timeframe to catch
an animal, you will have addition-
al expenses involved with trap
checks and trap maintenance.

If you decide to charge a flat
fee for problem animal removal,
the benefit is that the client knows
exactly how much the service will
cost but may not like the fact that
they are on the hook for that dollar
amount regardless if any animals
are captured.

As a side note, when charging
per animal, | recommend that
operators charge a service fee
that covers their cost to perform
that service in addition to the per
animal fee. This way, your ex-
penses are covered regardless if
you catch any animals. For flat fee

jobs, | recommend that operators
set a specific number of days for
the job. This legally allows the
operator to remove their equip-
ment once the specified number
of days has expired. It's also a
good selling tool that enables
operators to give a discount if the
service needs to be extended or
performed within a short time of
the original service.

| charge a per trip fee for
problem animals except for bats,
birds, beaver, and coyote. Over
the years, I've found that this
offers the best of both worlds with
per animal and flat fee. It’s easy
for the client to understand that
regardless of how many traps are
present or animals caught, they
only get charged when | have to
make a trip to their property.

As for the trip itself, it doesn't
matter if I'm going there to do
an inspection, reset a fired trap,
remove a captured animal, add
or remove equipment, or pull the
sets and finish the job.

While per trip works best for
me, there may be better options
for anyone reading this. Opera-
tors must choose the best pricing
method for the service being sold
and the laws governing how that
service must be conducted. «*
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OuTtbooR LIVING

With Ron Cauble
The Old Woodsman

hen you get older, you
never know how the
old body will hold on
and keep going. Well, |
got done splitting wood and went
to the doctor. He said | had a bad
hernia. He’s setting me up for an
operation in January sometime. It
looks like I'll be down for about six
weeks. | was going to trap some

in my country, without spraying for
ticks. They can cause lots of prob-
lems unless you keep them off.
I’'ve been seeing lots of beaver
coming back on the small creeks
and causing lots of problems in the
culverts, corn, and bean fields. I've
been prospecting in five counties,
and they’re everywhere, even in
towns next to the Ohio River. They

muskrats, but the season will be
over by the time | can go.

I've seen lots of mink tracks.
Soon as they come back in price,
| can catch several. | saw several
gray fox killed on the road and a
red fox last week by my house. If
the coon market returns, it will
keep a person busy skinning road
kills. Years ago, | would take road-
killed coons home and skin out
what was good. Several big males
sometimes weighed 25 pounds or
more.

Never skin any fox of any kind
without gloves and especially mink

stop up the city drainage tiles and
flood the roads.

| remember a beaver in the
street in downtown Mitchell. They
called me to come to get him.
When | got there, he was by an
open water drain and didn’t know
how to get back in. He was about
24 pounds. | walked up to him,
grabbed his feet with my gloves,
and put him in my trap box. | took
him out in the country and turned
him loose in a little creek. | put
him on the creek’s edge, and he
swam down a little piece, came
back, slapped his tail on the wa-

f2%d CLASSIFIEDS

ol Fur Taker Tradin ’Post

Classified ad rates are $0.25 per word. Check must accompany text submission.
E-mail submissions are preferred, but payment must be received before ads will run.
Any Fur Taker member is eligible for one free ad annually. USE this space to buy,
sell, trade, or to connect with trappers in other parts of the country. It is just one more
benefit of membership. Please limit your text to fewer then 40 words (on the free
onesl). We expressly reserve the right to reject or edit any ad. Current ad purchasers:
Put together text and get it to classified@furtakermagazine.com or the Editor.

Favorite Sets of Top Trappers Volumes 1-4: 1 book, $15 + 4s&h = $19; any 2 books,
$25 + 5s&h = $30; any 3 books, $38 + 7s&h = $45; Set of ALL 4--$50 + 8s&h = $58.
Contact Fur Taker Merchandise, PO Box 98, Oregon, WI 53575 or (608) 298-3119 or
accounting@furtakersofamerica.com.

Lenon’s Original Formula Animal Lures and more. Serving Trappers continuously
since 1924! www.lenonlures.com or Phone (989) 876-2646.

Wanted: Paying up to $50 for trapping and predator caller patches. Especially older
NTA Donor, NTA Booster, NTA Life Membership, FTA Life Membership, Locklear Pred-
ator Control Group, Canada, Nevada, old Idaho and old Wisconsin patches. Text or
email pictures to Rusty Kramer (208) 870-3217 or idahotrapguy@hotmail.com.

ONE LEG JOHNNY COYOTE URINE Collected only from fresh wild coyotes in the fall &
winter with an all meat diet. $50 a gallon + shipping Contact John & Brigit Steinbrenner
765-492-4997 or text 812-241-5484.
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ter, and headed downstream. |
saw him that fall up creek, and he
swam right by me and stopped. He
wasn’t mean and went on his way.
| never saw him again.

I've had many things like this
in my life as a trapper, and | love
to be out there every day. | hope
the fur prices come back soon, as
there are opossums everywhere.

| remember getting .35 to .50
cents for big ones in the 50s. That
seemed like a lot of money when
| was young. Then in the 80s and
90s, | sold several every year for
$5 to $8. A friend and | caught hun-
dreds at an $8 nose count. | don't
look for them to return; they’re only
used for trim. The skunk in the
early days of my trapline brought
$7.50 for star and .75 to $1 for
striped. Now they want the striped
ones for hats. Some buyers are up
to $12 on the big ones.

| learned how to catch skunks
by watching where they lived and
what they ate. Where | lived, the
cattle left piles of poop, and when
it dried, the skunks would turn
them over for the grubs. I'd put
my trap in front of the cowpie and
put a drop of lure on top, catching
several each night. Numbers were
what | was after. | always had 25
traps out on several farms. Skunks
loved to get in corn cribs for mice
and also in chicken houses. They
would den up when it was really
cold and stay a few days until it
warmed.

One summer when busting
wood | encountered a large num-
ber of carpenter ants. | filled a
quart can full and froze them for
winter. Now you wonder what for.
Well, | made a big mound of dirt
on the edge of the woods, dug out
a hole in the center, used a few
drops of lure, and put them on the
hill. | set two traps on each side for
the fox. I'd seen where foxes tore
up ant hills in the summer. When |
ran this set the following day, | had
a gray fox in one trap and a skunk
in the other. | only caught the one
gray, but | took two more skunks.

I'd better get; it looks like rain.
I’'m a little late, but Merry Christ-
mas to all my old-time buddies. «*



JANUARY

January 7—lowa Trappers
Association Fur Auction. Boon
County Fairgrounds. Doors open at
7:00 AM, with the auction starting at
9:00 AM. Limited to 60 sellers. To
reserve a seller spot, call Dave Phipps
at (515) 591-8214 or Craig Sweet at
(515) 306-9385 after December 15t

January 14—Minnesota Trappers
Association Winter General
Membership Meeting. Forestview
Middle School, Baxter, MN. A fun-
filled day for the entire family, trapping
supply dealers, fur buyers, pelt
handling contests, trapping demos,
food concessions, and more. For more
information, contact Brian Fischer at
(507) 276-6322 or Bert Highland at
(218) 600-7585.

January 14—Minnesota Trappers

Association Legal Defense Banquet.

American Legion Club, Brainerd, MN.
Come join us for an enjoyable evening
out with your trapper friends for great
food, a chance to win some fabulous
prizes, and to support the MTA Legal
Defense Fund. For more information,
contact Dale Jindra at (218) 821-1236,
or for tickets, call Katelyn Jindra at
(218) 820-5797.

January 20-22—Idaho Trappers
Association Fur Sale. EImore County
Fairgrounds, Glenns Ferry, ID. For
more information, contact Rusty
Kramer at (208) 870-3217.

January 21—Southern IN Fur
Takers Chapter 7C Fur Sale. Jerry
Barnett’'s farm in Folsomville, IN.

No commission. Straight $5.00 lot
fee starting at 9:00 AM. Call Jerry

at (812) 202-0217 or Don Kolley at
(812) 664-4746 for directions or more
information.

January 28—Indiana State Trappers
Association Fur Sale. Old Friendship
Church, 12255 Friendship Road,
Tennyson, IN 47637. Contact Byron
Tiede for information and Lot Number
purchase at (219) 863-3803.

FEBRUARY

February 3-5—Florida Trappers
Association Women and Youth
Training. For more information, visit
https://floridatrapper.org/events.

February 4—Michigan Trappers

Predator Callers Association Fur
Sale. Fairgrounds, Marshall, MI. For
more information, go to www.mtpca.
com.

February 4—Southeast Indiana Fur
Takers Chapter 7G Fur Sale. 597 W
Becks Mill Road, Salem, IN. Doors
open at 9:00 AM. Call Cody at (812)
844-2246 with any questions.

February 4—U.P. Trapper’s
Association Eighteenth Annual
Mid-Winter Trappers Workshop

for kids and beginning trappers.
Hermansville, Michigan. Free
trapping supplies for all kids attending.
Trapping demos, fur buyer, and supply
vendor will be on hand. Kids will be
getting trapping items to take home.
Contact Mike Lewis at (906) 774-3592
for more information.

February 11—Indiana State
Trappers Association Fur Sale.
Miami County Fairgrounds, 1079

W 200 N, Peru, IN. Contact Byron
Tiede for information and Lot Number
purchase at (219) 863-3803.

February 16-19—Florida Trappers
Association Predator Training.
For more information, visit https:/
floridatrapper.org/events.

February 25—IN FTA Chapter 7
Fur Auction. LaGrange Country
Fairgrounds, LaGrange, IN. Doors
open at 7:00 AM for grading. The
auction starts at 9:00 AM. Fur buyers
will need to bring their license. For
more information, contact Gary
Walchle at (260) 463-1529 or Joby
Morr at (260) 242-4140.

MARCH

March 3-4—New Mexico Trappers
Association Fur Sale. Estancia, NM.
Contact Shelly at (575) 649-1684 or
email gypsytrapper@yahoo.com.

March 10-12—Idaho Trappers
Association Fur Sale. EiImore County
Fairgrounds, Glenns Ferry, ID. For

more information, contact Rusty
Kramer at (208) 870-3217.

SEND YOUR
UPCOMING EVENTS TO:

editor@furtakermagazine.com

Please make sure to include your
organizations name with your
submission.

Remember: Deadline for
submissions is the 15t
of the month preceding
publication.

For example, to be in the
December issue, materials must
be received by November 1.

CHAPTERS

&
AFFILIATES

Make your event famous at
furtakersofamerica.com

Get those great photos of
events going on, chapter
activities, fur sales, great
catches and have them posted
on the FTA Website for all
members to see!

WE WILL ALL ENJOY
CHECKING THEM OUT!
Send photos to dleckels@
verizon.net with “For the FTA
Website” in the subject.
(And never forget that the Anti
trappers are always watching,
and looking for photos
that don’t present animals
respectfully!)
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CHAPTER & AFFILIATE

REPORTS

E-mail reports to editor@furtakermagazine.com or mail them to FTA
Editor, PO Box 357, Sharon Center, OH 44272 (Remember: deadlines for
submissions are the 15t of the month preceding publications. For example
to be in the January issue, materials must be received by December 1.)

WSTA Affiliate #33

Greetings from Wyoming! | hope
all of you are well and having a good
trapping season. The Wyoming Trap-
pers will be hosting the NTA Western
Regional conventions June 2-3, 2023,
in Rock Springs, Wyoming.

WSTA will have a fur sale Feb-
ruary 17-18 at the Chandelle event
center in Riverton, WY. Contact Phil
Phisterer at 307-851-0261. That’s all
for now.

Stay safe! Thank you!

E.J. Kelley

WSTA Region #1 director

FTA Affiliate #33 Representative

307-645.3008

ID Trappers Assoc. Affiliate 5-C
Early November was super busy
for me with coaching football deep
into the playoffs, fall farming, my reg-
ular job, and of course, my own trap-
ping. Later in November, | took a trip
to see my son and grandkids in Cal-
ifornia for a week. Now | have been
trying to catch up with my ITA duties.
Fur sales are quickly approaching
on January 20-22 and March 10-12 in
Glenns Ferry, Idaho, again. Commis-
sion fees are the same as they have
been for five years. The only thing
we are thinking of doing is cutting
off Thursday due to coyote prices
dropping. As | just said, coyote prices
are looking rough, and it personally
breaks my heart. That being said,
everything else is looking at least as
good as last year except beaver, mar-
ten, and bobcats are looking like they
are slightly up from last year. The
craft market is driving things again,
and | have already been getting calls
from fur buyers needing muskrats,
beaver, otter, marten, bobcats, and
wolves. Think outside of the box for
these craft buyers: round muskrats,
muskrats with tails on, cased beaver,
beaver skinned with tails skinned out,
square raccoons, porcupines skinned
open with quills/guard hair and all,
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opossums with tails left on, squirrels,
woodchucks, etc. I'm not saying do
200 round muskrats or 25 possums
with the tail on, but if you try a few,
you will be happy with the results.

Certain animals do better with
properly skinned out feet on them
for the wall hanger trade: brown
belly bobcats, marten, otter, fisher/
lynx/wolverine/ringtail cat (where
legal), wolves, color phase coon,
color phase coyotes, cross fox, kit
fox, nice furred badgers and other
specialty furs. Again, don’t bring 50
marten with the feet on them and
expect them all to get a premium
but try a few. The skull market is still
interested in most skulls. Obviously
cleaned and whitened skulls bring a
premium but frozen raw skull can still
be marketed as well. We also have a
lot of interest in horns, claws, ivories,
mounts, tanned fur and taxidermy
items. If you have traps you would
like to sell, we also put those on our
silent auction as well.

The ITA counts on income re-
ceived from the fur sales to pay to
keep our association running. Please
come and support the event even if
you don’t have fur to sell. If you ha-
ven'’t attended a sale before we run
them like a mini convention. There
will be tailgaters, lure/trap vendors,
food vendors, trapping demos, fur
handling demos, Fish and Game
trapper ed classes, Fish and Game
speakers, live auction of donated
items, swag for sale, potluck, a live
band, and a general membership
meeting. It is a great time and usually
we have more people at a fur sale
than our conventions! Please come
and support the sale!

The grizzly lawsuit is still in the
discovery phase, but we are already
starting to rack up lawyer bills. Please
remember that the antis don’t care
about fur or gas prices, they have an
endless amount of money to spend
on these lawsuits. Banquets, fur

sales, conventions and other things
are nice to have your club put on,

but the main purpose of the ITA is to
PROTECT TRAPPING. If we get de-
feated in this lawsuit it will effectively
end wolf trapping in 80% of the state.
We are teaming up with Fur Takers
of America and the National Trappers
Association and are paying 1/3 of the
bill. To keep things clean for taxes, all
donations for the Idaho lawsuit need
to be made out to the National Trap-
pers Association and clearly designat-
ed “ldaho Lawsuit” in the “for” line on
the check.

The board and | are working on
the logistics and promotion of the
FBU Banquet on April 1 in McCall and
the United Trappers of Idaho conven-
tion in St Maries on June 9-11.

There are several dog release
clinics, and sportsmen shows coming
up next spring we need volunteers for.
Also, my president position and two
director spots are up for reelection
this spring. All three of us are running
again, but it doesn’t mean you cannot
throw your hat in the ring. If you are
interested in volunteering for an event
or for a board position, please let me
know.

New 2023 Sustaining member-
ship patches will be in soon! Keep-
ing the tradition from the past three
patches, the new bobcat patch was
created from an actual trapped an-
imal. For $25, you can sign up for
an ITA sustaining membership. This
gets you a limited-edition patch and
a listing in our Idaho magazine. Sus-
taining membership is a way to give a
little “extra” back to the ITA but does
not make you a regular member and
does NOT get you the Idaho Trapper
magazine. I’'m sorry if there was any
confusion with that.

Christmas is coming up, and give
a membership or sustaining member-
ship to a loved one as a gift. Consider
handing a flyer out to fellow trappers
you see out on the line. Our member-
ship numbers are faltering, and we
need your help pushing membership.

Thank you

Rusty Kramer

Idaho Trappers Assoc. President

208-870-3217

idahotrapguy @hotmail.com
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WATER 3ET 500

RED FOX FOOD 400
LERC e

RED REYHARD 700
WIDDW MAKER B0

OTTER LURE
BURE CATCH
COYDTE s10

FOX & COYOTE 24
GREY FOX FOOD
GREY FOX 100
WILDCAT 21 A 237
MUSKHAT #1 & 3
BIG 3 LURE
MARTEHN LURE
FIBHER LURE
GO BAIT

FOX BAIT

RED FOX URINE (4 OZF
MINK LIRINE (4 OX)

HORTH AMERICAN TRAPPER
BAITS & LURES

MOUNTAINMAN 16 0F
THE REAFER 16 0Z
COONBUSTER 16 D2
THE MAGMET 16 DZ
THE MADNESS 2 DZ
THE HUNTER 2 OZ

HD X-LARGE CAGE ELERLE R

$105.95

HD EXLARGE GAGE d6 K 16K 20

513696

ACCESSORIES

TGUIDE TO TRAFPPIMNGT OF JIM SFCHCCR
SAFCTY GMF THOL

OF SET TOOL

LARGE SFTTIHG Todk FOR S350 & £330
H-LARGE SET ToWkL 4=

TRAF ATAKES 20 ROLUWD 18~

DRAGS I PRONG FOX

DRAGE: T PFRENG 28 HD COYOTE-WOLF
DROFYNER LIFCRE

Ri00&

1208
£21DEDOT
2405 DOZ
A DEDOE
SLUVETOL

HEAVY DWTY S-HHES

SN NETOL

AWAY DOUBLE SWIVELS

STAKE SWIVELS

TRAFFCRS CAP:
SODEL & (FOR DURE B4 432 C8)
EECIDEL B (FOR DUNE 84 24 & 3 CH)
SOREL C (FOR DUNE 83 C8)

TRAFFER TIE WIRE 14 OR 16 GABGE

E-Z REECLER TIC WIRE REEL

TRAFFERS PLIERS

LEATHEH BHEATH FOR FLIERE

895 DOX
S 95 TOX

5706
ST.A%
ETAE

FTARROLL

BELPE
58,06
8.5

THAP FAH COVERE |25 PCH)

SPUBFACK

WOOD DIRT SIFTER
MIETAL MRT SIFTER

WRITE TOUR OH TRAF TAGS {25 TAGS)
ORY ANTIFREEZE CRYSTALS

WM RUATER

B-HOOE TobL

WOLF FANG EARTH ARCHORS 37332 W w 18 I
WOLF FANG 3TAKE DRIVER

DUKE COMPANY

P.O. Box 555 » West Point, MS 39773
(662) 494-6767 www.duketraps.com

Fur Taker « 31

£5.95
£9.95
SZASTACK
S1.95
SFA.G6
F12.96

18 05D0OZ
81698




FTA CHAPTERS & AFFILIATES

ALABAMA

Affiliate 22-D

AL Trprs & Pred. Cont
Assoc.

Mike Sievering.

291 Elam School House Rd
Brent, AL 35034

(205) 340-1183
vsievering@atpca.org

ALASKA

Affiliate 48

AK Frontier Trappers Assoc.
Jonathon Zeppa

PO Box 3208

Palmer, AK 99645
alskafronnertrappersassoc@

gmail.com
Affiliate 48-B
Alaska Tralll(pers Assoc.
Randy Zam!

219 Slater Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99701
(907) 452.6857
itrap2@gci.net

ARIZONA

Affiliate 18

Arizona Trappers Assoc.
Nature Conservancy

% Ron Day

6502 N. Muleshoe Ranch Rd.
Willcox, AZ 85643

(928) 300-8684

ARKANSAS

Chapter 29

SW Arkansas Fur Takers
Don D. Hoyle

147 Polk 225

Cove, AR 71937

(479) 234-8777
gunswapper@yahoo.com

Chapter 29-B

East AR Fur Takers
Eric Kindsfater

265 Sunny Gap Road
Conway, AR 72032
(501) 730-8208
ekindsfater@gmail.com

Affiliate 29-C

Arkansas Trappers Assoc.
7611 White Oak Rd.
Mulberry, AR 72947
(870) 403-2469
info@arkansastrappers.org

COLORADO
Affiliate 32

CO Traprs & Pred. Hunters D

Assoc.

Dan Gates

P.O. Box 128

Canon City, CO 81215
(719) 269-7972
dan@coloradoriacritter.com

CONNECTICUT

Affiliate 13

Connecticut Trappers Assoc.
Scott Kneeland

17 Furnace Hollow Rd
Stafford Springs, CT 06076
(860) 234-3192
scotlandhtg@gmail.com
Affiliate 13-B

CT Fur Harvesters Assoc.
Aili McKeen and Bruce
Conroy Jr.

13 Burke Heights Dr.
Wallingford, Ct. 06492

FLORIDA

Affiliate 36

Florida Trappers Assoc.
Robert Driscoll

3328 Woodland Dr
Edgewater, FL 32141
(386) 690-1947
presidentfta@gmail.com

GEORGIA

Affiliate 21

Georgia Trappers Assoc.
Rick Benson

139 Water Way Ct.

Macon, GA 31220

(478) 737-5438
rick@georgiaswampfox.com

IDAHO

Affiliate 5-B

Upper Snake River
Trappers of Idaho
Todd Smith

1015 E 49th N

Idaho Falls, ID 83401
(208) 351-0299
csautobody@gmail.com

32 « Fur Taker

Affiliate 5-C

Idaho Trappers Assoc.
Rusty Kramer

246B South Hwy 46
Fairfield, ID 83327

(208) 870-3217
idahotrapguy@hotmail.com

ILLINOIS

Chapter 17

East Cent. IL Fur Takers
Ryan Teske

408 E 300N Road

Loda, IL 60948

(815) 383-0619
ryanteske@yahoo.com

Chapter 17-B

NW Illinois Fur Takers
John Wilson

E3014 Phylane Rd

Lone Rock, WI 53556
(815) 238-7406
johnwilson@huntyr.com

Chapter 17-C

Mid-State Trappers Assoc.
Gary Isbell

317'N. High St.

Trivoli, IL 61569

(309) 362-2498

Chapter 17-1

N. Central IL Fur Takers
Dan Schweisthal

656 Kimberly Lane
Montgomery, IL 60538
(630) 851-7119
danschweisthal@gmail.com

Affiliate 17-J

Illinois TraEper s Assoc.
George Wal

PO Box 432

Colfax, IL 61728

(309) 723-3081

INDIANA

Chapter 7

NE Indiana Fur Takers
Gary Walchle

6530 N. 300 E.

Howe, IN 46746

(260) 463-1529

Chapter 7-B

Central IN Fur Takers

Jim Mahoney

5851 W Ohio Ridge
Columbus, IN 47201

(812) 374-7709
jimmahoney1939@gmail.com

Chapter 7-C

Southern IN Fur Takers
oug James

308 Ridgeview

Tell City, IN 47586
(812) 566-6355

Chapter 7-F

W. Central IN Fur Takers

Brad Collings

1945 E. Colﬁn s Rd.

Rosedale, IN %7874

(765) 548-2937
beollings@csnLLc.com

Chapter 7-G

SE Indiana Fur Takers
Cody Kerns

3211 W State Rd 60
Salem, IN 47167

(812) 844-2246
kerns_cody@yahoo.com

Affiliate 7- 1

Indiana Trappers Assoc.
Todd Lang

PO Box 214

Angola, IN 46703

(206) 463-4976
tlangfurs@gmail.com

IOWA

Chapter 16

Shawn Lillie

6235 33rd Ave Dr. #4
Shellsburg, IA 52332
(319)436-2149

shawn.lillie@ryancompanies.

com

Affiliate 16-C

Iowa Trappers Assoc.
George Shaw

2089 Manti Road
Shenandoah, IA 51601
(402) 699- 9108
gshaw1567@gmail.com

KANSAS

Affiliate 42

John Borror

9519 Marion Road
Fredonia, KS 66736
jbtrapsalot@yahoo.com

KENTUCKY

Chapter 12

Kentucky Fur Takers
Dave Dykes

152 Mapleview Court

Mt. Washington, KY 40047
(502) 538-3290

LOUISIANA

Affiliate 34

Louisiana Trappers &
Alligator Hunters Assoc.
Michael "Tony" Howard
170 Thomas St.

Sarepta, LA 71071

(318) 423-7860
mahoward@centurytel.net

MAINE

Affiliate 30

Maine Tralppers Assoc.
Brian Cogill Sr.

416 Moulton Hill Rd
Parsonfield ME 04047
(207) 793-4605

Affiliate 30-B

Affiliate 10-D

U.P. Trappers Assoc. Dist. 3
Roy Dahlgren

4131 D Rd.

Bark River, MI 49807

(906) 399-1960
trapperroy@outlook.com

Affiliate 10-E
Northern Great Lakes
Fur Harvesters

Mark Spencer

N4552 Spencer LN
Moran, MI 49760
(906) 292-4779
spenfurs@lighhouse.net

Affiliate 10-F
UP Trappers Assoc. Dist. 5
Jeremy Laakso
165 Granite St.

hamplon MI 49814
(906) 204-5788
Jjeremy.laakso@gmail.com

MINNESOTA
Affiliate 25

Minnesota Trappers Assoc.
Dan Collins

Kennebec Valley Fur Takers 14706 County Road 12

Robert Abbot

413 Preble Ave.

Madison, ME 04950
(207) 696-5388
diabbott@myfairpoint.net

Affiliate 30-C
Maine Capital Area
Trappers

William Holt

17 Plains Rd

Leeds ME 04263

Affiliate 30-D

Union River of MTA
Paul Favolise

115 Furnsworth Rd
Columbia, ME 04623
(207) 48324779
littleriverrat@outlook.com

Affiliate 30-E
Carrabassett Valley
Trappers

Jerry Lebeau

PO Box 98

North Anson, ME 04958

Affiliate 30-FCentral Maine
Trappers Assoc.

Daniel McAllister

54 Patterson Road

Hampden, ME 04444

(207) 862-3943

Affiliate 30-G

Western Maine Trappers
Brian Cogill

416 Moulton Hill Road
Parsonsfield, ME 04047
brian.cogill@yahoo.com

Affiliate 30-1

Northern Costal Trappers
of ME

Gerald Whitcomb

21 Hakk Hill

Brooks, ME 04921

(207) 722-3077
starfield@fairpoint.net

Affiliate 30-J

York County Trappers
of ME

Christopher Hill

20 North Avenue
Sanford ME 04073
(207) 252-1183
CreatureCatcherMaine@
gmail.com

MARYLAND

Affiliate 31

MD Fur Trappers, Inc.
Dan Baker

2735 Garrity Rd.

St. Leonard, MD 20685
(410) 610-3311
drfurfinder@gmail.com

MASSACHUSETTS

Affiliate 28

Don La Fountain

PO Box 264
Ashburnham, MA 04130
(413) 387-5658
masstrapper@gmail.com

MICHIGAN

Affiliate 10-B

MI Trappers & Predator
Callers Association

Craig Schafer

2988 Van Vleck Rd
Fenwick, MI 48834
furshedl @gmail.com

Pengilly MN 55775
(507) 339-3623
Trapperdan218@gmail.com

Affiliate 25-B

Commercial Trappers of MN
Michael Tucker

3500 W. 108th St.
Bloomington, MN 55431
(952) 884.3707
michaeltucker59@gmail.com

MISSOURI

Missouri Chapter 20
Paul Higdon

7850 N Farm Rd 129
Willard, MO 65781
(417) 844-0735

Affiliate 20-B

Missouri Trappers Assoc.
Robert Waddell

17999 CR 53

Memphis, MO 63555
(660) 216-1780

Affiliate 20-C
Missouri District 3
Jason Vandegriffe

3593 4th Street
Owensville, MO 65066
(573) 291-6512
demo33@fidnet.com

MONTANA

Montana Fur Harvesters
Kenneth Cordoza, Jr.

P.O. Box 3481

Kalispell, MT. 59903
mtfurs@gmail.com

Affiliate 43

Montana Trappers Assoc.
Robert Sheppard

PO Box 129

Ovando, MT 59854

(406) 793-5885
bob.sheppard@blackfoot.net

NEBRASKA

Affiliate 41

Nebraska Fur Harvesters
Dave Hastings

6 Shady Acres

Lemoyne, NE 69146

(308) 355-2439
davechastings@gmail.com

NEVADA

Affiliate 23

Nevada Trappers Assoc.
Jim Curran

4170 St. Clair Rd

Fallon, NV 89406

(775) 867-2239
jeurran@cccomm.net

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Affiliate 37

New Hampshire Trprs Assoc.
Anton Kaska

890 Goffstown Rd
Manchester, NH 03102
anton@borealis-traders.com

NEW JERSEY
Affiliate 14-C

New Jersey Trapper’s Assoc.Eagton, PA 18042

Thomas Mulea
184 Jonestown Rd.
Oxford, NJ 07863
(908) 752-3616

Affiliate 14-D

New Jersey Fur Harvesters
Joe Papai

304 3rd Avenue
Bordertown, NJ 08505
(609) 298-6263

NEW MEXICO

Affiliate 6-D

PA Trappers District 9
Terry Lutz

55 Tennessee Gas Rd
Troy, PA 16947

(570) 673-8876
tlutz55@yahoo.com

Affiliate 6-E

Affiliate 19 PA Tralppers District 2
New Mexico Trappers Assoc.Jim Colosimo

Tom Fisher 142 Pleasure Valley Ln.
PO Box 634 ery Rock Pa. 16057
Tierra Amarilla, NM 87575 (7248 794-45

(575) 209-0489

colosimos 142@gmai1Ac0m
realecologyco@hotmail.com

Affiliate 6-F

NEW YORK PA Trappers District 1

- John Chase

Affiliate 2-B 37 Gilette St.

ngStatel;l"rappers Assoc.  Union City, PA 16438

arl Fancher .

143 Bear Kill Rd. Affiliate 6-G

Gilboa, NY 12076 PA Trappers District 3
; Dave Eckels

(607) 435-0760
Ifanch il.

carlfancher@gmail.com g2, *ille. PA 15332

Affiliate 2-C (724) 348-6721

Columbia County Trprs Assoc.dleckels@verizon.net

Richard Leggett

253 Lutes RD

399 L tt Rd Affiliate 6-H

Ghent?%\‘lg\e( 12075 PA Trappers District 11
(518) 392-2062 Chip Prinz
rjmsleggett@fairpoint.net 201 Barry Ln.

Newmanstown, Pa. 17073
(717) 949-2415
charles.prinz65@icloud.com

Affiliate 6- I

PA Trappers Assoc. District 7
Larry Miller, Sr.
160 McNetf Road
Montgomery, PA 17752
(570) 337-9076
Ipmiller1961 @hotmail.com

Affiliate 6-J

NORTH CAROLINA

Affiliate 45

North Carolina Tr. Assoc.
Robert Newsome

PO Box 61

McGrady, NC 28649

(828) 925-6920
sgtnunu@yahoo.com

NORTH DAKOTA

Chapter 3 PA Trappers Assoc. Dist.12
North Dakota Fur Takers David Rogers
Bruce Willyard 458 Mt. Pleasant RD

Honey Brook, PA 19344
(610)273-7946

Affiliate 6-K
PA Trappers Assoc. District 5
Dale Yoder

431 69th Avenue SE
Carrington, ND 58421
(701) 652-2109
bwilly@daktel.com

OHIO 128 N Walnut St
Affiliate 8-B Davidsville, PA 15928
N. Am. Trap Collectors Assoc. (814) 479- 2371

Thomas Parr dlyoder61@yahoo.com
PO Box 94

Galloway, OH 43119 SOUTH DAKOTA
(614) 878-6011 Affiliate 39

trappersworld@rrohio.com

Affiliate 8-C

Ohio State Trappers Assoc.
Brian Sprague

6924 St. Rt. 364

Pete Peterson
22251 448th Ave.
Ramona, SD 57054

trapperpete@alliancecom.net
New Bremen, OH 45869

(419) 305-4869 TENNESSEE
spraguebd@hometowncable.net Affiliate 24-B
Tennessee Fur Harvesters

OKILLAHOMA Assoc.,
Affiliate 27 Laura Smith
OK Furbearers Alliance 160 Autumn Lane

Wilder, TN 38589
(931) 303-7711
ladytrapper@gmail.com

Chapter 24-C

West Tennessee Fur Takers
Jay Wahlig

8175 Blue Lagoon Drive
Arlington, TN 38002

(901) 451-0498
nining_123@hotmail.com

Gene Calloway

16100 W Greasy Bend Rd
Mannsville, OK 73447
(580) 371-3364
trappercalaway(@yahoo.com

OREGON

Affiliate 11

Oregon Trappers Assoc,
Bev Hanson

PO Box 272

Walterville, OR 97489
(541) 896-3922
otabev2015@aol.com

PENNSYILVANIA

Affiliate 6

PA Trapll()ers Assoc.
Dave Eckels

253 Lutes RD
Finleyville, PA 15332
(724) 348-6721
dleckels@verizon.net

Affiliate 6-B

PA Trappers Assoc. District 8
George McEntee

403 4th Street

Enola, Pa. 17025

(717) 732-8099

Affiliate 6-C

PA Trarpers, District 10
Tom Billiard

2031 Arndts Rd.

lakeminisink 27@yahoo.com

South Dakota Trappers Assoc.

TEXAS

Affiliate 4-C

TX Trappers & Fur Hntrs.
Assoc.

Jeff Dunnier

5286 Harris Lake Road
Marshall, TX 75672

(903) 935-3561

VERMONT

Affiliate 47

Vermont Trappers Assoc.
Kevin Lawrence

5449 Main Street South
Newbury, VT 05051

(802) 280-5884
nedappleman@gmail.com

VIRGINIA

Affiliate 9

VA Trappers Association
Travis Bandy

231 Glllesple Road
Pounding Mill, VA 24637
(276) 210-7105

Affiliate 9-B

VA Trappers Assoc. Dist. 1
Travis Bandy

231 Gillespie Rd.
Pounding Mill, VA 24637
(276) 210-7105
travisbandy@ Y mail.com

WASHINGTON

Affiliate 46

‘WA State Trappers Assoc.
Ralph Dobson

711 196th ST. NW
Arlington, WA 98223

(360) 652-2132
rlph.dobson@gmail.com

WEST VIRGINIA

Affiliate 38

West Virginia Trprs Assoc.
Justin Lewis

503 McNeil Ave.

Pt. Pleasant, WV 25550
(304) 593-6972
Jtlewis2017@gmail.com

WISCONSIN

Affiliate 35

Wisconsin Trappers Assoc.
Armold R. Groehler
W383N9050 Klug Court
Oconomowoc, WI 56056
(262) 490-9363
jmgroehler@aol.com

WYOMING

Affiliate 33

‘Wyoming Trappers Assoc.
EJ Kelley

45 Wild Willie Rd

Clark, WY 82435
maggielarsen0705@gmail.com

NTA

524 5th St.
Bedford, IN 47421
(812) 277-9670

Sportsmen’s Alliance (SA)
801 Kingsmill Parkway
Columbus, OH 43229
(614) 888-4868
WWW.ussportsmen.org

Additions or
Corrections?

Please contact:

Dave Eckels
253 Lutes Road
Finleyville, PA 15332
(724) 348-6721
dleckels@verizon.net




Fur Takers

of America

Trappers
College

Held in Northeast Indiana ‘x @

September 10-16, 2023 NoTE To CHAPTERS & AFFILIATES:

Tuition - $1’850 The Trappers College has three slots for Furbearer Biologists
and/or someone who has an influence on the future of
trapping. The local Chapter or Affiliate pays half, and the
FTA covers the other half, and the biologist attends for free.
(Transportation not included.)
Contact Cristina ASAP if interested!

Interested in the

Charles & Pat Park Memorial Scholarship?

Go to furtakersofamerica.com for

details and application. For information about
¥ j FTA Trappers College, visit
furtakersofamerica.com
and click on “Trappers College” or
contact:

Cristina M. Jones
Business Executive
Fur Takers of America
P.O. Box 6, Oxford, NJ 07863
Phone (908) 982-8753

E-mail:
ftatrapperscollege@gmail.com




Wildlife Control Supplies

» Experience » Knowledge » Products for Professionals » “One-Stop” Shopping

One of the finest
beaver lures available!

An oily, castor based lure with just theright
ol
blend of essential oils that reaIIy attracts :

2,40r 16 oz.

o - T i T
. Premier Supplier to
For all your trapping and Wildlife Control Professionals

fur handling needs see us online at:

www.ShopW(S.com @\EWCS




